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PROMASTER AQUALAND 


You choose to go where few men dare. Citizen 
has a similar reputation. Heralded as the first 
diving watch with a depth sensor, the Citizen 
Promaster Aquaiand series is the leading choice 
of professional divers. Displaying present and 
maximum depth, elapsed time and water 
temperature, they're water-resistant to 200 meters. 
Safety alarms indicate depth, dive time and 
battery life. One Aqualand is even PC compatible 
so it keeps records of your dives. With 15 models 
OMG TOON KOMI ORAMOLL RCL 
challenge you do. Promaster. The most advanced 
collection of sports watches in the world. 
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CALL. | 800-311 JEWEL. TO ORDER 








THEDYNAMIC DUO. 


IR-3 DUO-AIR ALTERNATE INFLATION REGULATOR. 
The new DUO-AIR from TUSA provides the 
latest in convenience and safety for today’s 
diver. This innovative product offers an 
easy-to-use inflation /deflation device and 
sate second regulator in one. 


Purge 


Manual Intlation/Deflation Button 





© Combination octopus regulator & power inflator 
© Classic downstream regulator valve 

¢ Air balanced power inflator valve 

e Single hose configuration 

© Self flushing design 

© Low maintenance components 





Easy access means safer diving. Because — the extra safe second stage hose. The new 
the DUO-AIR buoyancy control device  DUO-AIR from TUSA is the perfect way to 
includes a safe second, you'll always know — upgrade any BCJ. To see the new DUO-AIR 
where it is. It also and other dynamic TUSA diving products, 
reduces hose clutter visit a select TUSA dealer. 

P because it eliminates 



















Silicone Mouth Piece 






Auto-Inflation Button 










<n Quick Disconnect Coupling 
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DUO-AIR Alternate Inflation Regulator 
The DUO-AIR can be purchased as standard equipment 
on new TUSA BCs. It can also be purchased alone to 
upgrade any standard type BCJ. 








The Source of Diving Satisfaction. 


TABATA USA, INC., 2380 Mira Mar Avenue 
Long Beach, California 90815 U.S.A. (800) 482-2282; Fox (310) 498-1390 
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There is a world beneath 
The Cayman Islands where the 
stingrays are playful, and the coral 
shines as bright as the sun. 


Here, you can learn to dive or 
perfect your skills in clear, 
protected waters teeming with 
life and brilliant with colour. 


In fact, our more than 200 unique 
sites provide more dive adventures 
than a lifetime would allow. 


Onshore, enjoy golf and tennis. 
Shopping and sightseeing. Miles 
and miles of relaxing, white sands. 
And the friendliest people in 
the British Caribbean. 


To fly here on a comfortable 
Cayman Airways jet, call your travel 
agent or 1-800-G-CAYMAN. 
For more information, call 
1-800-346-3313. 


Come dive Grand Cayman, 
Cayman Brac and Little Cayman. 
And discover an underwater world 

that is safe, spectacular and 

yours to share. 


“Those who dive us, 
love us.” 
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Over the years of writing this column, I’ve somehow 
managed to annoy and generally tick off just about 
every segment of our readers. Believe me, this has not 
been a goal of mine. Somehow, when I spoke my 
mind, it just seemed to happen naturally. 
Early on, about seven or eight years ago, my edi- 
tor’s photo showed me wearing a mask on my forehead 
— a perfectly innocent pose. Or so I thought. That really 
got the dander up of the anal-retentive, strictly-by-the- 
a book crowd. The letters poured in chastising me for promot- 
The Evil Fred clone. ing this horribly unsafe act. “You’re supposed to wear the mask 
around your neck, like you were taught,” they screamed. So, we changed the photo to 
one of me without any mask at all. I figured that was the safest course of action. But I 
still put my mask on my forehead after a dive. It’s more comfortable. 

Then there were the women. Oh, those wacky feminazis. I’m sure I made countless 
female enemies when we did our Sport’s Illustrated-like divesuit shoot. Some female 
readers went ballistic, as if we had drugged the models and forced them to pose in 
diveskins at gun point. We didn’t, by the way. Hey, my wife was even one of the mod- 
els, and she wouldn’t condone that sort of activity. Eventually, we used men (bare- 
chested men at that) and women models and went to meticulous lengths to try to pho- 
tograph them equally. But letters still came in accusing us of exploiting women. No 
one cared about the men. It became apparent that there was no way to win that battle, 
and we scrapped the whole shoot. This was not really because of the protests, but the 
whole thing was getting kind of boring for us anyway and we had much cooler articles 
to tackle (refer to Operation Sub Tech, Jan/Feb 1997 issue). 

More recently, it seems I’ve become enemy Numero Uno of the NRA. I made an 
off-the-cuff comment about the NRA and BAMM! The letters, faxes and Emails 
poured in accusing me of being some radical, anti-American who was against the Bill 
of Rights. Strangely, the majority of the letters were from South Dakota. Something 
weird must be going on up there. Oops, there goes the South Dakota readership. 

I drew criticism from some big business folks when we began using an eco-friendly 
printing paper. The entire staff of the Dominican Republic government put me on their 
black list for calling the DR a Third World country. Most of the Caribbean dive opera- 
tions practically burned me in effigy when we published the first Advanced Diving 
Journal and “promoted” unsafe diving. And, of course, our dive master and instructor 
readers blasted me for questioning the strength of some certification programs. 

Upon close examination, I think there still might be a narrow demographic segment 
of unemployed male readers from southwestern Iowa between 34 and 35 years old that 
I haven’t ticked off in some way over the years. But what the hey, this year ain’t over yet. 

Which finally brings me to my point. At the risk of getting the hackles up of more 
readers, let me just say that I spear fish for edible consumption. I contend that anyone 
who eats fish has no valid argument against spearfishing. If you’re a fish eater, you’re 
contributing to fish harvesting in some form or fashion. And don’t try to tell me that 
there is somehow a more humane way. Bottom line . . . the fish on your plate is dead. 

And why am I telling you about my spearfishing activity? Because this issue of our 
Advanced Diving Journal is dedicated to spearfishing — both the pros and the cons. 
There’s some outstanding thought-provoking writing in there and, you never know, the 
articles may change the way you look at this age-old activity. 

Speaking of controversy, this issue opens with an exclusive article about a clandes- 
tine dolphin rescue in Mexico. You know how you hear stories about dolphins saving 
humans in distress. Well, chalk one up for us people. It seems a former Navy SEAL 
sneaked into a mucky dolphin pen where the unsanitary water conditions were causing 
numerous dolphin deaths, and he set them free. A rainy, moonless night and a closed- 
circuit rebreather helped to assure his success. Needless to say, the owners of the pens 
were not thrilled. But the dolphins, well, they were quite happy about the whole thing. 

Finally, if I have ever offended you, your family, your pets, your occupation, your 
hairstyle, your race, your creed, your car, your choice of fast foods, your religious or 
political beliefs or any concept about anything which you believe to have even the 
slightest shred of truth, then I just want to say, lighten up and let’s go diving together 


sometime. I’m really not that bad of a guy. 
‘Se AO. Doath 






That’s it from here. Enjoy. IN 
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Splash 
Down. 


It’s here, the Aladin Air. 

And like its famous Aladin Air X cousin 
it can do some pretty amazing things. 

For instance, it can predict a diver’s air 
requirements in real time. 

lt can consider, and compensate for, a 
diver’s actual diving behavior using its 
adaptive decompression algorithm. 

Plus all diving data is fully downloadable 
to your PC via DataTrak. 

What’s more, the Aladin Air has a 
working pressure of up to 5000 psi. 

It has an ingenious quick disconnect 
system for effortless removal from the high 
pressure hose. This makes for easy data 
downloading on 
location) plus easy 
storage and care. 

And there’s the 
option of analogue 


or new True Track 


Lad We ime 
digital compass. a 


True Track digital compass allows you to 
fully plan your dive. It shows you how to get 
there and most importantly, how to get back. 

See all the features that make the Aladin 
Air the next generation in console dive 


computers at your nearest Uwatec dealer. 


PET oh 
UWATEC 
Technology for Adventure 


> bi | i 
For more information call UWATEC USA Inc. 14 Maine Street, Brunswick ME 04011 USA. Phone 207-729-7000. Fax: 207-729-3805. 
Auto Turn On/Off * Displays tank pressure -psi * User adjustable tank reserve pressure * Auto altitude compensation - |3,000ft * Altitude adaption time * Displays altitude 
sector * Pre Dive Planner * Allows input of planned surface interval * Decompression dive planner * Dive depth to 330ft. * Dive time * Maximum depth * No stops time 
« Adaptive decompression model ZH-L8 ADT * Required deepest deco stop (depth) * Required deepest deco stop (time) * Remaining dive time at current depth (RBT) 
* Graphic hour RBT display * High air consumption warning + Luminous display * Low air warning * Total time to ascend * Variable ascent rate 23 - 6/ft * Visual fast ascent 
alarm * % of allowable ascent speed * Acoustically identifiable alarms * Missed decompression stop instructions * Desaturation time * No fly icon and time * Surface interval 
* Logbook contains |9 dives (37 via PC) * Logbook contains 66 hours via Memo Mouse * Quantity of air used * Measures water temperature * Cautions diver on high microbubble 
levels * Low battery warning * % of remaining battery life * User switchable Metric/Imperial * User adjustable air consumption warning * 5.5 yr battery life for 100 dives / year. 
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: . Michael Lowrance 
1997 REEF Field Surveys 
Take a dive vacation 
that counts with REEF — 
an exciting week of diving 
packed with marine life 
education, environmental 
involvement, and fun. 


GRAND CAYMAN 
April 5 - 12 
BRITISH VIRGIN ISLANDS 
May 3 - 10 
MARATHON 
June 7 - 14 
DOMINICAN REPUBLIC 
July 12 - 19 
DRY TORTUGAS 
July 24 - 27 
ISLAMORADA 
Aug. 2-9 
TEXAS FLOWER GARDENS 
Aug. 10 - 16 
KEY LARGO 

AUR. 2D - OU 
BELIZE 
Aug. 30 - Sept. 6 
KEY WEST 
Sept. 20- 
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He is Ken Helinski of Buffalo, New York, 
and this is what he is thinking. 

“Some day I hope to make my distinc- 
tion in the Guinness Book of Records in 
my unique category of Most Specialty 
Certifications in Recreational Scuba 
Diving. So far, Guinness does not think 
there is enough interest by its readers to 
justify making this category,” stated the 
determined Ken. 

Well, how did this man’s quest (a man 
with obviously too much time on his hands) 
get started and how far has he taken it? 

“TI completed my PADI basic open-water 
class in November of ’82. Since those first 
dives, I have moved up to Open Water 
Instructor from six agencies worldwide. 
My highest rating to date is Instructor 
Trainer from IDA, and I hold a distinct posi- 
tion of being one of only two U.S. divers 
who are Master Instructors (Instructor 
Trainers) from the University of Turkey,” 


THE C carp KING 
Who Is This Guy and What Is He Thinking? 
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which are represented by 19 agencies in 
four countries and are stored in an accordion 
style cardholder which extends to 40 feet, 
6.5 inches,” proclaimed Ken. 

“The most interesting and exciting 
courses I have taken were Shark Diver & 
Shark Awareness, and the most pointless 
was Boat Diver. My immediate goal is to 
obtain at least one certification card from 
every scuba agency worldwide.” 

So, what else does Ken get out of this? 

“One of my pleasurable moments is 
having to show my C card to dive shop 
personnel when I vacation,” smiled Ken. 

It is now up to Guinness to commit 
Ken’s dream (not Ken) to legitimacy. 

If you want to contact Ken or maybe 
offer him your own unique certification, 





boasted Ken. 


““T have (to date) 189 certification cards 


PADI Basic Diver 

NASE Open Water 

SSI Advanced Open Water 
PADI Underwater Photography 
NASE Underwater Photography 
PADI Equipment Specialist 
NASE Equipment 

PADI Advanced Open Water 
NASE Advanced Open Water 
PADI Rescue Diver 

NASE Rescue Diver 

PADI Search & Recovery 
NASE Search & Recovery 
PADI Physiology 

NASE Diving Physiology 

PADI Cetacean Awareness 
NASE Cetacean Awareness 
PADI Master Diver 

NASE Underwater Naturalist 
PADI Underwater Naturalist 
PADI Wreck Diver 

NASE Wreck Diver 

PADI Boat Diver 

NASE Boat Diver 

PADI Night Diver 

NASE Night Diver 

PADI Deep Diver 

NASE Deep Diver 

PADI Kayak Diver 

NASE Kayak Diver 

PADI Multilevel Diver 

NASE Multilevel Diver 

PADI Dry Suit Diver 

NASE Dry Suit Diver 

PADI Computer Assisted Diver 
NASE Computer Diver 

NASE Emergency Rescue Diver 
PADI Underwater Navigator 
NASE Underwater Navigator 
PADI Oxygen First Aid 

NASE Oxygen Provider 

NASE Reef Fish ID 

PADI Underwater Videography 
NASE Underwater Videography 
PADI Advanced Plus 

NASE Advance II 

PADI 100 Dive Card 

NASE Complete Safeair User 


IANTD Nitrox Diver 

NAUI Cavern Diver 

NSSCDS Cavern Diver 
NSSCDS Intro to Cave Diving 
NASE Cavern Diver 

National Assoc Of Cave Divers 
National Assoc Of Cave Divers 
NASE Limited SafeAir User 
ANDI Nitrox Diver 

ANDI Gas Blender 

ANDI Service Technician 
PDIC Marine Environment 
NASE Diver Medic 

NASE Diver Physics & Physiology 
NASE Dive Site Procedures 
NASE Drift Diver 

NASE Ice Diver 

NASE Marine Ecology 

NASE Marine Environment 
NASE Marine Life Awareness 
NASE Research Diver 

PADI 50 Dive Card 

PADI Reef Fish ID 

PADI Shark Awareness 

PADI Hollywood Diver 

PADI Shark Diver 

NASE Shark Encounter 

PADI Cavern Diver 

PADI Peak Performance 
Buoyancy 

NASE Advanced BC Control 
SSI Century Diver 

SS! Boat Diver 

SSI Night Diver 

SSI Navigation Diver 

SSI Equipment Techniques 
SSI Stress & Rescue Diver 

SSI Underwater Photography 
SSI Deep Diver 

SSI Dry Suit Diver 

SSI Search & Recovery Diver 
55 Master Diver 

SS! Computer Diver 

PAD Divemaster 

PDIC Marine Ecology 

PDIC Research & Technical Diver 
PDIC Underwater Video 

PDIC Research Diver 


he can be 


reached via Email at 


Scubaken@Earthlink.net 


Following is the list of Ken’s certifications as of February 1, 1997: 


PDIC Diver Medical 

Scubapro Air Il Warranty Card 
Scubapro Regulator Card 
Nikonos UW Photography Club 
PDIC Wreck Diver 

ACUC Advanced Scuba Diver 
ACUC Boat Diver 

ACUC Cavern Diver 

ACUC Deep Diver 

ACUC Divemaster 

ACUC Drysuit Diver 

ACUC Equipment Specialist 
ACUC Night Diver 

ACUC Oxygen Provider 

ACUC Underwater Photography 
ACUC Ice Diver 

ACUC Rescue Diver 

ACUC Search & Recovery 
ACUC Underwater Navigation 
ACUC Wreck Diver 

PADI Medic First Aid 

PADI Medic First Aid Instructor 
PADI Instructor 

DAN Oxygen Instructor 

PADI PPB Instructor 

PDIC Dive Site Procedures 
PDIC Search & Rescue Diver 
PDIC Underwater 
Photographer 

PDIC Stress & Rescue Diver 
IANTD Instructor 

PDIC Nitrox Diver 

PDIC Night Diver 

PDIC Deep Diver 

PDIC Boat Diver 

PADI Oxygen First Aid Instructor 
PDIC Safety Computer Diver 
PDIC Dry Suit Diver 

NASDS Advanced BC Control 
NASDS Advanced Open Water 
NASDS ANDI Complete Safe Air 
NASDS Boat Diver 

NASDS Cavern Diver 

NASDS Computer Diving 
NASDS Deep Sport 

NASDS Dive Supervisor 
NASDS Drift Diver 

NASDS Drysuit Diver 


NASDS Equipment Maintenance 
NASDS First Aid For Divers 
NASDS Ice Diver 

NASDS Kayak Diver 

NASDS Marine Life Awareness 
NASDS Master Diver 

NASDS Multilevel Diver 
NASDS Night Diver 

NASDS Open Water 

NASDS Oxygen Administration 
NASDS Physics & Physiology 
NASDS Relocation & Recovery 
NASDS Rescue Diver 

NASDS Shark Diver 

NASDS Underwater Navigation 
NASDS Underwater Photography 
NASDS Underwater Video 
NASDS Wreck Diving 

NASE Open Water Instructor 
NASE Specialty Instructor 
MDEA Open Water 

MDEA Advanced Open Water 
MDEA Deep Diver 

MDEA Drysuit Diver 

MDEA Night Diver 

MDEA Rescue Diver 

MDEA Search & Recovery 
MDEA Wreck Diver 

IDEA Open Water Instructor 
IDEA Nitrox Instructor 

IDEA Buoyancy Control Instructor 
IDEA Dive Medic Instructor 
IDEA Oxygen Instructor 

TDI Nitrox Instructor 

NASE Specialty Instructor 
ACUC Divemaster 

CMAS Open Water Instructor 
IDA Scuba Diver 

IDA Scuba Diver 

IDA Advanced Scuba Diver 
IDA Master Scuba Diver 

IDA Scuba Instructor 

IDA Master Scuba Instructor 
FQASCMAS 3 Star Diver 
University of Turkey Master 
Instructor 
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On St Thomas.... 
‘It's The Chris Sawyer Dive Center 


The Most Complete Dive Facility on St Thomas: 


PADI Certification Courses < 
Night Dives 
Dive the R.M.S Rhone 


Video Production Facilities ———— ae : 7. ai SESE PRP es — r 
Beginner SCUBA Experience OT are Specializing Anh Personalized Attention 


All Equipment Provided — : as Maile Scuba th i meek 

: = y Scuba Tours ¢ Certifications & Student Referrals 

ts erouP. euoter ee | oo 8 8:30 am Certified Dives * 12:30 pm Beginner Dives 
— Wreck * Reef * Night — 


Hotel Pick-ups 
Hotel & Private Home »* Packages Available 
Open 7 Days/8 am - 6 pm 
CALL ABOUT OUR SCUBATIMES SPECIAL 
APRIL 15, 1997 - NOVEMBER I5, 1997 


CHARMING GUEST COTTAGE / 7 NIGHTS 
6 TANKS OF DIVING PER PERSON $653 pp/dbl. occ. 










aaa , . Chris sawyer Dive Genter 

Pa cs 6 x Gs 00)Estate Fay sbeniiol sui 29 P.O. Box 716 * St. John * USVI + 00831 
Le ~ = US Virgin Pala OOBO2=1497 
€§$CG) (800) 889-9965 1-800-835-7718 * 809-693-8999 
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Daily tours - 2 tank AM & 1 tank PM 
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Exception 
We read with great interest the 
February 1997 article on regulators by 
Kevin J. Freeland. It was very informa- 
tive; however, we take exception with the 
segment on where to buy. The public was 
not informed until the end of the article 
that the opinion of the writer is biased, 
being that he 1s a local dive shop owner. 
We feel the writer should not have written 
any opinions that might be in his interest 
vs. the consumers interest. We can and do 
service all of our customers and have 
much repeat business. 
Hoping you have the courage to print 
my comments. 
Phil Grant 
Leisure Pro Ltd 
(Editor’s note: Leisure Pro is a mail 
order catalog company for dive gear.) 


While consumers have many buying 
choices, we still recommend buying life- 
support equipment such as regulators 
through dive stores, where expertise and 
service are on hand. Because of that, we 
allowed the writer, a dive store owner, to 
express his views even though we knew 
they were biased. 


Garth Bashing 

I really think your magazine is cool. I 
would like to see more articles about 
expeditions and advanced diving. Also 
less travel ads or write articles on other 
destinations that aren’t mainstream (like 
the Baffins Islands). I think the NRA peo- 
ple are a bit too sensitive about what 

Garth said. Good show. 
Jason Becker 
via Internet 


Ditto 

I really enjoyed Nancy Sefton’s article 
Reef of Dreams, and my heart felt strange 
on the reading. But the best part is the last 
part when she talks about the effects that 
the divers have on corals in relations with 
her dream site. All this made me think 
about diving and its future. 

Living in Quebec City, Canada, I don’t 
often have the chance to dive in areas with 
beautiful corals. But when I did have the 
chance, the images that my eyes captured 
stayed in my head and soul just like 
Nancy’s reef of dreams. 

Chris Legendre 
Quebec City, Canada 
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Buddy Needed 

I am semi-retired and still diving at age 
67. Please tell me if there is a diving orga- 
nization for older men and women that 
specializes in diving trips for older but 
still active people. 

Now that I have more time to do the 
things I want to do, I find that it is difficult 
to locate divers my age to travel with. 

Can you help me with this problem? 

Richard D. Vechorik 
Starkville, Mississippi 


If you’re into the Internet, check out 
Scuba Times Online’s Buddy Central for 
all your dive-buddy needs. If you’re not web 
literate, ask one of your grandkids to help. 


Well Done 
I really enjoyed Fred Garth’s Cocos 
rebreather article The Great Hammerhead 
Bubble Phenomenon, January 1997 issue. 
It was very well written — funny, enter- 
taining, and not too macho. Well done. | 
couldn’t put it down. That’s the kind of 
stuff that keeps people re-upping their 
subscription. 
Jonathan Bird 
Oceanic Research Group 


Maybe Not... © 
I read your article in © 
Scuba Times about ham- 
merheads and rebreathers. — 
And [have to say that ~ 
while I found it most © 
interesting, I was offended — 
by the tone you took with — 
regards to the researcher | 
assigned to Cocos. Was it © 
really necessary to wonder 
aloud whether the wrench ~ 
used on the shark could be © 
used on her? : 
You might consider can- — 
ning the sexist BS and stick- ~ 
ing to diving. Or do you hold 7 
one equivalent to the other? 
Mary Buffington 
mbuff@netcom.com 


Another Viewpoint 

As a gun owner and scuba diver, I was 
amused to read your surprise when del- 
uged with outraged mail from NRA mem- 
bers. As the ridiculously disproportionate 
response to your comments demonstrate, 
the NRA has long since ceased to repre- 
sent the interests of ordinary gun owners 


and has degenerated into a haven for 
extreme right-wing elements. Former U.S. 
President George Bush, among others, 
resigned his NRA membership when a 
senior NRA representative published 
comments apparently condoning armed 
attacks on law-enforcement agents. 
Oppose yourself to their bizarre view 
of reality and you will be thanked by the 
civilized majority of gun owners. 
Regrettably, you will be subjected to hec- 
toring, bullying, and inflamed rhetoric 
from their rabid supporters. Such is the 
price of defending civilization from ideo- 
logical zealots and two-bit barbarians. 
Peter Meisenheimer 
Guelph, Ontario 


Where Am I? 

All my life I thought I was living in 
Michigan, but by looking at the Dive 
America map on page 30 in the January 
1997 issue, I’ve been on the wrong side of 
the lake. 

By the way, where is Wisconsin? 

R.E. Claypool 
Wisconsin or Michigan 

















First we thought it was our editor’s 
and art director’s personal biases towards 
Michigan because they are from Ohio and 
Indiana respectively. But when we checked 
with our map expert, Billy-Bob Bubba 
Bohevis (we just call him “Joe”), and 
located his reference map, we discovered 
the root of the problem. See for yourself. 


Address letters so Scuba Times Magazine, 14110 Perdido 


Key Drive, Suite 16, Pensacola, Florida 32507, or con- 
tact us via CompuServe at 73241,1037, or the Internet at 
www.scubatimes.com — Not all letters can be published 
and may be edited for space and clarity. 











WE DO WHAT YOU WANT! 


With our 32’ covered dive boat and . 
personalized service. Let us offer you what 
might be the best moments of your life! 


Phone/Fax: 011-599-3-82964 
http://www.divetrip.com/goldenrock 


DIRECT/TOLL FREE: 1-800-311-6658 





A 





os GOLDEN ERA HOTEL 


€ > 20 comfortably furnished rooms, AC, cable, — | 


GOLDEN ERA HOTEL _ felephone, restaurant and pool. — 
SINT EUSTATIUS USA Caribbean Connections: 1-800-692- 4106 
NETHERLANDS ANTILLES Direct: 011-599-382-345 


TALK OF THE TOWN HOTEL | 
St. Eustatius, Netherlands Anfiles 
f » el jst fai mE he strc 
, I town of Oranjestad, the lalk ot the town 
Tak of 3d oe represents the essence of Station hospitality. 


‘Dive packages:1 week, 10 dives: $467 {:o) 


Visit us on the web: hitp://antyrus.com/tot/tali. html _ 
PHONE: 1-800-692-4106 
Direct: 011-599-3-82236/ fax: 011-599-3-82640 


(turadonna 


S} (tiribbean Gours 


The Leeward Island Professionals 
Custom paca including air and lowest prices. 
Experts in Scuba Dive Travel. www.caradonna.com 
USA & CANADA: 800-328-2285 
Tel: 407-774-9000 © Fax: 407-682-6000 












DIVE THE WISTORICAL GEM 














«& 


p uerto Vallarta: Located just north 
Mm of Acapulco, this lush vacation 
spot is popular for Norte Americanos 
and others who love to fish, dive, sail or 
just relax on the beach in a tropical, 
mountainous setting. And it was this 
boomtown on Mexico’s Pacific coast 
which recently became embroiled in a 
controversy over the inhumane treat- 
ment of marine mammals. Visitors and 
locals alike became distraught over dol- 
phin carcasses spotting the shores of a 
nearby estuary, upstream from one of 
Puerto Vallarta’s marinas and resort hotels. 

The culprit was an ill-conceived, 
underfunded “dolphin experience” 
attraction under development by enter- 
prising local businessmen. While keep- 
ing dolphins in captivity has always 
inspired debate, most dolphin experi- 
ences have won high marks for the con- 
ditions under which the animals were 
maintained. This dolphin project was 
different. The backwater estuary was 
plagued by brackish, unhealthy water, 
and the operation suffered from inexpe- 
rienced trainers and inadequate equip- 
ment. The result: an unacceptable toll in 
dolphin lives. 
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true. The events described in the 


— 


Despite outcries from concerned 
tourists and local residents, the local 
constabulary was unimpressed. Dolphins 
are not well protected in Mexico, and 
therefore, no local laws had been bro- 
ken. The culprits were “just trying to 
make a living.” As a result, no legal 
action was taken against the offending 
enterprise. 

One of the American visitors to 
Puerto Vallarta, Jim (not his real name), 
was so furious that he made the decision 
to take the law into his own hands. If the 
authorities couldn’t stop the loss of life, 
he’d field a team that would. With a bit 
of planning, research and investigation, 
he organized an effort to free the mammals 
— at night, under the cloak of darkness. 

A little networking in the emerging 
rebreather industry back in the States 
yielded a referral to an individual whose 
reputation seemed ideal for the proposed 
project. A former U.S. Navy SEAL, 
known to his teammates as “Mark the 
Shark” (also an alias), was working as a 
rebreather instructor and consultant. Jim 
contacted him concerning a proposed 
mission to free the dolphins. 

“Are you sure you wouldn’t rather 


tithe 
ora sails “* ” 


call Greenpeace?” Mark suggested. Jim 
replied, “No, we need a mercenary type. 
The place is guarded at night. The water 
conditions are horrible. This is not the 
kind of thing for Greenpeace. We need a 
professional.” 

Mark was attracted by the challenge, 
and he wanted to help the mammals 
escape danger, so he accepted the job. 
He’d been trained for this kind of mis- 
sion. To use those skills to benefit dol- 
phins sounded like a fine idea. He had 
read the numerous reports from antiqui- 
ty to the present time of dolphins com- 
ing to the aid of drowning humans, per- 
haps merely a habit of boosting 
newborns or sick members of the group 
to the surface to breathe as a matter of 
survival or perhaps reflecting a special 
affinity with humans. 

In proportion to body size, cetaceans 
(dolphins, porpoises, and whales) have 
the largest brains of any animals except 
humans. The word dolphin has its origin 
in the Greek word for womb, delphus, 
and the sea-womb monster of mytholo- 
gy, Delphyne. The taxonomic name for 
the dolphin, in fact, is Delphinus del- 
phis. The U.S. Navy had once used dol- 


© W.E. Thackery, Inset: © Mark the Shark 














A four-hour drive eastward through 
Cape wine lands brought me to the 
resort village of Gansbaai, where the 
South Africa White Shark Research 
Institute does its thing. Founded in 
1986 by Craig Ferreira and his father, 
Theo, a pair of reformed sports fish- 
ermen, the WSRI is a non-profit orga- 
nization dedicated to preserving and 
educating the public about the 
Carcharodon charcharias, which was 
once dubbed “nature’s perfect eating 
machine” but now has been hunted 
nearly to extinction. In 1991, South 
Africa became the first country to 
declare the white shark a protected 
species, based partly on WSRI find- 
ings indicating a serious decline in 
breeding stock. In addition to viewing 
(and helping with) the WSRI’s research 
work, certified divers can actually 
hop into a cage to meet these magnifi- 
cent predators up close and personal. 

My anxieties over my own intro- 
duction to white sharks intensified 
over three days until the Indian 
Ocean calmed and we were able to 
negotiate the three-mile passage to 
Gyser Rock, home to a large colony of 
Cape fur seals (the main food source 
for local great whites). 

Craig anchored his 22-foot launch 
in about 18 feet of 50-degree water 
and began ladling out chum. Next, he 
fastened a chunk of washed-up seal 
blubber to a tethered float and let the 
current carry it down stream. The 
rest of us kept busy lowering a cylin- 
drical steel-mesh cage over the side, 
adjusting cameras and making lame 
jokes to relieve the tension. 

Craig claims a virtual 100 percent 
success rate in great white sightings, 
as long as the weather permits him to 
get out to Gyser Rock. But the guests 
of honor are sometimes fashionably 
late. After a half-hour of fidgeting, 
Craig pointed out a dark shadow in 





the distance, and everyone 
scrambled to the starboard rail 
for a closer look. We all pointed 
and hooted when the shadow 
slowly circled closer and began 
to take shape. Anxiety was soon 
replaced by awe as the 15-foot, 
2500-pound stalker glided by 
with effortless grace. I could 
almost feel the shark’s mind 
and sense organs working as it 
warily sized us up. 

Finally the great white took 
the bait with Craig pulling on 
the tether as if the shark were a 
large dog with a rawhide toy. 
During this brief tug of war, 
the shark exposed enough 
underbelly for Craig to note 
the absence of claspers, or male 
sex organs. So we knew a lady 
had come to call. Craig estimat- 
ed that she was 15 years old, 
just reaching sexual maturity. 
The shark spat out the bait 
after giving us a glimpse of her 
fierce power, but Craig had 
succeeded in enticing her closer 
to the cage. 

It was time to jump into the 
floating two-man cell. Christophe, a 
German photographer, was already 
in the cage breathing from a hookah 
rig with a pair of second stages. Now 
my anxieties were replaced by a sense 
of urgency. What I had to do was 
drop into the cage, then quickly get tS =. 
the extra second stage in my mouth oe Ns yy 
and shut the mesh cover. Oh, and not oa : 
get eaten. 


TRAVELINFO South Africa ve 

South Africa Airways serves both Cape Town and Johannesburg (closer to Sodwana Bay) 
from New York or Miami. To get the most out of a visit, it’s best to make arrangements with a 
tour operator familiar with local diving conditions and operations, such as Dive the Big 5, 
which arranged my escorted trip. Offering a variety of itineraries incorporating diving, safaris 
and cultural attractions, Dive the Big 5 is represented by a number of U.S. travel agents 
or can be contacted directly by phone or fax (27) 13 750 1832 or by Email 
divebig5 @iafrica.com 
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While Christophe and I got ourselves 
sorted out, the shark swam directly 
beneath us, her back appearing as wide as 
the cage floor beneath our feet. We could 
see the scars and notches of a difficult 
adolescence as she cruised past. 

It was around that time that I realized 
how buoyant I was in my full wetsuit, 
even with double weights on. To keep 
from floating up and out of the cage, I was 
grasping the mesh with one hand, and the 
term “finger food” began to take on 
unpleasant connotations. While adjusting 
my grip, I also noted that the cage had 
drifted several feet away from the boat, 
connected only by our hookah hose and a 
nylon line that looked like something the 
shark might floss with. 

Christophe’s power winder was smok- 
ing as the great white approached the bait 
right in front of us. She distended her 
lower jaw, rotating her hinged teeth into 
attack position. Nictitating membranes 
rolled protectively over her eyes as she 
struck, and she gave the bait several good 
shakes before spitting it out and continu- 
ing directly toward us. At the last second, 
she executed a lightning one-eighty, her 
tail brushing far enough into the camera 
opening of the cage to scratch the dome 
port on Christophe’s underwater housing. 
We'd been flipped off by a master. 

I was convinced that the more time I 
spent with the great whites, the more 
they’d have to teach me, but my itinerary 
called for me to move on. The next stretch 
of coast heading east comprises the 
Garden Route, which offers diving condi- 
tions similar to the Southern Cape Coast 
and the chance to watch Southern right 
whales court, mate and calve between 
June and November, with humpbacks and 
Bryde’s whales also making occasional 
appearances. 

Further north, on the Natal Coast, 
Protea Banks and Aliwal Shoals attract an 
incredible array of sharks. Sand tigers 
(spotted ragged-tooth sharks or “raggies” 
to the locals) hang out here year round, 
and from September through May, divers 
are also likely to encounter Zambezis 
(bull sharks), duskies, spinners, coppers, 
tigers and all three types of hammerheads, 
on the trail of migrating pelagic game fish. 

Africa Dive Adventures introduced us 
to raggies at Protea Banks, off the town of 
Margate. Curious but not aggressive 
unless provoked, six-foot adults 
approached to within a body length before 
snapping away like hot rodders burning 
rubber. 

At Aliwal Shoals, we made some dives 
with the legendary Andy Cobb, who 
offers a specialty shark-diving certifica- 
tion for advanced divers. Andy pointed 


out several raggies framed in the impres- 
sive underwater proscenium, which 
opened on a coral-encrusted bowl called 
the Cathedral. The raggies’ long, uneven 
dentures definitely kept us from breaching 
any of Andy’s rules of shark etiquette. 

Among the hard and soft corals of 
Protea Banks and Aliwal Shoals, we also 
encountered ocean catfish, turtles, scorpi- 
onfish and lots of colorful reef critters. 
But for true tropical diving, we had to 
move on to Sodwana Bay in_ the 
Maputaland region, some 200 miles north. 
This preserve, part of the Greater St. 
Lucia Wetland Park, boasts a series of 
reefs designated by their distance from the 
launch site. Two-Mile Reef is the most 
heavily utilized and is a favorite training 
site for dive schools from all over South 
Africa. On busy weekends, the beach is 
crammed with boats and divers waiting to 
launch, so midweek is the best time to visit. 

In three days, Amoray Divers took us 
to different dive sites on all but Nine-Mile 
Reef, and the profusion of hard corals and 
huge tropical fish was truly impressive. 
The Amphitheater at Seven-Mile Reef is a 
favorite hangout of turtles and rays. Five- 
Mile Reef is known for its great variety of 
pristine coral. At various locations on 
Two-Mile Reef, we encountered 100- 
pound potato bass, geometric and honey- 
comb morays, blue spotted rays, soldier 
bream and blue-banded snapper. Depths 
ranged from 50-60 feet with surge and 
currents building noticeably from the first 
to the second dive each day. 

Prime time at Sodwana Bay is March 
through June. Water temperatures are 
always above 70 degrees, rising to 82 
degrees in December and January when 
divers frequently encounter manta rays, 
whale sharks, dolphins and other large 
pelagics. From October through February, 
loggerhead and leatherback turtles can be 
observed laying their eggs in the sandy 
beaches. 

Although Americans are still rediscov- 
ering South Africa after years of official 
sanctions over apartheid, I found the 
country quite hospitable. Signs of our cul- 
ture are everywhere, from fast-food out- 
lets to the omnipresent U.S. sitcoms on 
television — even in black townships. The 
biggest adjustments are driving (and walk- 
ing) on the left and metric measurements. 

If you want maximum adventure with 
minimum hassle, South Africa has it all. IN 


Author of The Complete Outfitting and 


Source Book for Sport Diving (published 
20 years ago), Larry Clinton started div- 
ing in 1955, 12 years after Cousteau. He 
now lives on his houseboat in Sausalito, 
CA and is awaiting another assignment. 
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Over 1,000 prizes are waiting to be claimed, so send in oe entry today! : | } transportation and related costs of prizes are responsibilities of 


Your entry form enrolls you in n monthly arawbins as” well as the Grand Prize | mail or reasonable equivalent. Fifth, Sith, Seventh and Bonus prize 
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restrictions apply to Dive Experience. Prizes are not transferable nor 
for directions toa participating dive store or resort near you! | are substitutes or cash equivalents available, except sponsor, at its 
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DIVE IN & WIN SWEEPSTAKES OFFICIAL RULES 


re ' 1. To enter: Properly complete an Official Dive In & Win Entry Form 
and mail original, hand-printed entry (one per envelope) to: Dive In & 

Win Sweepstakes, P. 0. Box 25306, Anaheim, CA 92805 USA. Forms 

ht he 4 £ are available in various publications and at participating dive stores 


and resorts, or for an Official Entry Form, mail request and self- 
addressed stamped envelope to: Dive In & Win Sweepstakes Request, 


c/o DEMA, 2050 S. Santa Cruz St., Suite 1000, Anaheim, CA 92805 
- | USA. (VT and WA residents and those outside U.S. may omit return 
| postage.) All requests must be received by September 20, 1997. All 
a Ls - Ne 


entries must be received by October 31, 1997, but no more than one 
entry per day per person allowed. NO PURCHASE NECESSARY. 2. 
Sweepstakes open to residents of U.S.A., Canada (excluding the 
Province of Quebec), Bermuda, Bahamas, Cayman Islands and Virgin 


) ~ 4 Islands. To win any prize(s), residents of Canada must correctly 
answer (without mechanical or other assistance of any kind) a time- 

limited arithmetical skill-testing question to be administered by tele- 

nt NG phone or mail. 3. Prizes: 3 Grand Prizes: Jeep Wrangler with approx. 
retail value in U.S. dollars each ("ARV") of $17,000 (one Grand Prize to 

~ 4 winning entrant and one Grand Prize to each of diving professional 

= : and (designee of).dive store/resort identified on entry). 3 First Prizes: 

ee 4 Quicksilver boat with motor (ARV: $5,000). 12 Second Prizes: 

oaee ca | Walt Disney World The Living Seas Dive Experience for 2 (ARV: $300) 

ees See (excludes transportation and lodging). 50 Third Prizes: Chronosport 

sM ere : watch (ARV: $250). 75 Fourth Prizes: Dakota luggage (ARV: $200). 
eee 180 Fifth, 180 Sixth and 900 Seventh prizes: $100, $50 and $10, ARV 

respectively, in dive gear. 6 Bonus Prizes: Trip (ARV: $1,000). 
Delivery, taxes, duties, title, license(s), dealer preparation, claiming, 





Winners. Limit one Grand, First, Second, Third or Fourth and 
one Fifth, Sixth, Seventh or Bonus prize per household. Only prizes 
properly claimed will be awarded. 4. Grand, First, Second, Third and 
Fourth prize Winners will be: (a) determined in a random drawing 
conducted on or about November 7, 1997 and (b) notified by certified 


Winners will be: (a) determined in random drawings conducted 


1997 from entries received prior to each drawing and (b) remain 
a eligible for November drawing. Names of Winners of the Fifth, Sixth, 
store or resort sicasgertns The sooner you enter, Seventh and Bonus prizes will be posted at participating dive stores 


and resorts with directions for claiming prize. (For nearest store or 


Sixth, Seventh and Bonus prizes must be claimed by October 31, 
1997. Odds of winning for each drawing depend on the number of eli- 
gible entries received. Sweepstakes supervised by independent judges 
whose decisions are final in all matters. 5. Each Grand Prize Winner 
must be a licensed driver and all Winners (and companion(s)) 


sole discretion, may substitute prize(s) of equal or greater value. 

Each Grand, First, Second, Third, Fourth and Bonus prize Winner (and 

companion(s)) will be required to sign Affidavit of Eligibility and 

Liability Release which must be completed and received by judges 

| ae no later than 10 days after receipt by Winner, but no later than 
Boston MA : March 8-9 _| December 15, 1997. Noncompliance with Official Rules will result in 


: cit prize forfeiture. 6. Neither sponsor, Diving Equipment & Marketing 
Secaucus NJ : March 21-23 _] Association (“DEMA”), nor judges are responsible for errors or lost, 

: au | [ate, illegible, misdirected, mutilated, undelivered, incomplete or 

; Toronto Canada : April 4-6 : 1 postage due mail, requests or entries or for failure of entrants to 
Chi IL ae April 11-43 respond in timely fashion. No mechanically reproduced requests or 

. ica Oo tie Ls: \Dri — : entries will be accepted. Requests and entries are property of sponsor 

ae 2 Ae, eee P ie oe and cannot be inspected or returned. Employees of sponsor, its 

: Dallas AK = = May 3-4 advertising and promotional agencies and immediate families of each 
some aay See ih: are ineligible. Sweepstakes void in Puerto Rico, Quebec and where 
nae ee Houston ™ eee a May 30—June | = prohibited by law. 7. Except where unlawful, each entrant without 
ris pte 4 additional compensation irrevocably consents to the use of entrant’s 
ee Long Beach CA June 20- 22 a name and information for promotional purposes. 8. To obtain 
Faia ar = . Ee ae | Winners List, send a stamped, self-addressed envelope after January 
oe Atlanta GA Sia aaa ce September 25- 28 ie 1, 1998 and prior to February 1, 1998 to Dive In & Win Sweepstakes 
z Monterey. € A sce — ‘October 18— 19 —— Winners, c/o DEMA, 2050 S. Santa Cruz St., Suite 1000, Anaheim, CA 


92805 USA. Canadian residents may omit return postage. 


‘ Denver co oS —— aoe 26 
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HERE’S HOWTO ENTER: I. Fill out this form completely (please print). 2. Mail in stamped envelope to 
DIVE IN & WIN SWEEPSTAKES, PO. Box 25306,Anaheim, CA 92805 USA. LIMIT: One entry per envelope, per day. 
ALL ABOUT YOU. 


NAME: PHONE: 
ADDRESS: CITY: 
STATE/PROVINCE: ZIP/POSTAL CODE: COUNTRY: 


ARE YOU (check one): —_[__] New to diving or snorkeling? [__] Getting back into diving (no dives in last 2 years)? | 


THE DIVE INDUSTRY PROFESSIONAL WHO INTRODUCED OR REINTRODUCED YOU TO DIVING. 
(check one): —_[__] Instructor [| Divemaster [ _] Retail/Resort Staff 


NAME: PHONE: 
ADDRESS: CITY: 
STATE/PROVINCE: ZIP/POSTAL CODE: COUNTRY: 
YOUR FAVORITE DIVE STORE/RESORT. 

STORE/RESORT NAME: CITY: 


STATE/PROVINCE: COUNTRY: 
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Cathy Church and Herb Rafael plan every detail for 
a memorable dive/photo vacation. 
Join our fun-loving group in: 

e Truk and/or Palau, October ‘97 & Oct. ‘98 

¢ Solomon Islands trips aboard the Bilikiki 
Tos March, April & Aug. ‘97 &°98 


Includes free photo course! 
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Week Long Photo 
May through Au 
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Sit-Down Dining eye Liveaboard Cruisers Zc with ensuite facilities Dive Services 


1- 200-9DANCE a 1-800- 
5 {0 / Coral Gables / Florida 331 


OUR INTERNET PAGE FOR nioaie spec sIALS 


nttp:/ A AWAN a : ferhu : COM 


joj: 


Buy Direct & Save 
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AQUALAND DUPLEX 


We carry a HUGE 
Selection 
e SolarTech 180 
¢ Hyper Aqualand 


WE SHIP AROUND THE 
CORNER OR AROUND 
THE WORLD 


To Place an 
order or for 


§ 249 oo a FREE 
MSRP$ 495.00 catalog 


call 
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Their wingspans can reach almost 25 feet and 
like a scene from a Raphael painting, these 
angelic creatures playfully glide in unearthly 
grace and beauty. They do not merely interact, 


they communicate with divers in. . . 


REN ee TT 


WINGING IT IN BAJA 


TEXT AND PHOTOGRAPHY BY ERIC HANAUER 


Manta’s view of 
approaching diver. 
Above: Diver giving 
a bubble bath to a 


ere Ce ee eee ™ cooperative manta. 


What's the secret of great photography? 
“F’-:8 and be there.” 


been attributed to several top shooters. 

But it’s also apropos for those divers 
who have seen lots of pretty reef fishes 
and colorful corals and are ready for 
encounters with something big. If you 
want to see the big guys, you have to be 
where they hang out. 

One such place is Baja California. 
El Bajo, Gorda Banks and _ the 
Revilligigedos Islands have long been 
renowned as the haunts of big guys: 
schooling hammerheads, manta rays, 
marlins, tunas, whales and whale sharks. 

Among the three, the Revilligigedos 
(pronounced Re vee u hee hay dos) is 
the least familiar. Sometimes called 
Mexico’s Galapagos, it’s an archipelago 
of three islands and one large pinnacle 
located 220 miles south of Cabo San 
Lucas. It takes about 22 hours to get 
there on the liveaboard So/mar V and an 
additional day to travel from the nearest, 
San Benedicto, to the furthest, the sel- 
dom-visited Clarion. 

Big-animal encounters worldwide 
are a lot more common than they used to 
be. Frequent National Geographic con- 
tributor, Flip Nicklin, says that whales 
are much easier to approach than when 
he started photographing them because 
they have become used to the non- 
threatening presence of divers. 


[fe quote, probably apocryphal, has 


Mantas brains are more 
complex than 


thoseof a SS 
Some mammals. 


The intelligence and learning capaci- 
ty of whales is common knowledge. But 
on two trips, a year apart, I’ve observed 
those sorts of behaviors by manta rays at 
San Benedicto. Close encounters with 
any marine animal larger than a human 
is a thrill, but when each species alters 
its behavior to accommodate the other, 
actual communication is taking place. 

Scott Sundby, a guide who has been 
diving with the mantas for three years, 
states, ‘“They’ve got to be the most intel- 
ligent of the sharks and rays. Sharks are 









San Diego 
Tijuana © 


dumb; all they want is 
food. Sharks have no 
memory. If you punch one 

in the mouth, it will come 
back 30 seconds later and for- 
get it was punched. A manta 
will remember months later to 
come to the divers to feel the bub- 


bles. I really believe they are the a 


most intelligent fish. The interactions 
with divers here are a lot like with 
marine mammals. That may be the only 
measure that they aren’t so smart, the 
fact that they aren’t afraid of us.” 
Before you dismiss that statement as 
rampant anthropomorphism, consider a 
scientific view. Glenn Northcutt, a 
neuro-anatomist at Scripps Institution of 
Oceanography, has found that mantas 
have the largest ratio of brain-to-body 
size of any elasmobranch and that their 
brains are more complex than those of 
some mammals. He has no doubt they 
are capable of learning and even of play. 
This activity happens at The Boiler, 
an underwater rock formation that looks 
like a huge layer cake and serves as a 
manta cleaning station. Divers may 
touch the mantas but aren’t allowed to 
wear gloves to protect the animals’ skin. 
It’s got a sandpapery feel, like shark 
skin, so gentle pressure saves your fin- 
gertips as well. Mantas become almost 
docile when you touch them, slowing 
down so you can keep up. Sometimes 
they press their bodies against your 
hands, as if to encour- 
age more _ contact. 


so as 
=. 


ad When you can feel 


their heart beating 
through your finger- 
tips, that’s communi- 
cation on an intimate 
level. 

Once I got too 
close to a wingtip 
while filming, and my 
mask was knocked 
off. But usually the mantas would glide 
by with one wingtip carefully uplifted to 
keep from hitting me. Some individuals 
were calm, others a bit skittish, but all 
seemed to enjoy the feel of bubbles on 
their skin, changing course to swim 
directly over our exhalations. Some divers 
would swim directly underneath a manta 
for several minutes, the animal slowing 
its pace to remain over the bubbles. 

To someone who hasn’t been there, 
this activity might seem more like 
harassment than interaction. Scripps 


Getting to the \. 
Hevilligigedos 


The Solmar V liveaboard 
travels to San Benedicto 
and Socorro islands 
November through May 
each year. Departing 
from Cabo San Lucas, it 


— 


Gabo dan Lucas 


takes about 22 hours to € : 
get to the islands. ¥i 
Havin. «San Benedict 
* Socorro 
Diving the Sea of Cortez 


Once the exclusive province of off-roaders 
and big-game fishermen, the Sea of 
Cortez has become an international-class 
dive destination. From La Paz, you can 
visit the sea lion rookery at Los Islotes and 
the seamount at El Bajo, renowned for 
schooling hammerheads. From Cabo San 
Lucas there’s the submarine sandfall and 
the canyon at Anegada and Gorda Banks, 
home of schooling tuna, hammerheads, 
and an occasional whale shark. Cabo 
Pulmo, also accessible from Los Cabos, 
has a series of shallow finger reefs with 
profuse fish activity. 

Before proceeding any further, one 
caveat is necessary. In wild places like the 
ocean, nothing is guaranteed. Baja isn’t 
an underwater petting zoo; big animal 
encounters are at the option of the animal. 
You can expect the unexpected, but while 
the locations are fairly predictable, the 
exact times of these encounters aren’t. 

Both La Paz and Cabo San Lucas are 
serviced by numerous dive operators and 
hotels. Check with your dive-travel spe- 
cialist for specific details. 
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ecologist Mia Tegner doesn’t think so. 
She states, “The biologist in me doesn’t 
like to say they are enjoying this, but if 
they didn’t, they’d be out of there in a 
microsecond.” She slipstreamed one for 
five minutes, then after she let go, it 
returned for another trip. Slipstreaming 1s 
a less intrusive alternative to riding the 
ray. You swim over the top, your chest 
about six inches off its back, but not 
touching it. The animal slows down, and 
you are carried along in its laminar flow, 
barely kicking to keep pace. Not every 
manta allows this, and if they don’t want 
it, they let you know simply by swimming 
away. 

Three divers would typically enter the 
water with one or two mantas present, and 
within five minutes, a half dozen more 
would join in. As many as a dozen mantas 
gracefully soared around us like sleek 
stealth bombers. At times like that, I real- 
ize how slow, clumsy and inadequate we 
humans really are underwater. 

Each animal is usually accompanied 
by hitch-hikers: two large, gray remoras. 
Their suction disks leave marks on the 
mantas’ skin that look like sneaker foot- 
prints. Remoras don’t tolerate divers, 
often darting to the other side of the ray 
when we came too close. Tiny white 
copepods infest their skin, but very few 
spill over to the manta. The cleaner fish 
occasionally service them but focus most 
of their attention on the rays. 

I wondered if this is too good to last, if 
the mantas’ trust in humans would be 
betrayed. In 1993, a visitor filmed a 
Mexican fishing boat spearing a manta, 
cutting off its wings, and throwing the 
carcass back into the ocean. The video 
was shown extensively in Mexico, trig- 
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Manta beginning its 


rela gelelelifamelelilace 





gering a public outcry. The following 
year, the government declared the 
Revilligigedos a protected biosphere, a 
higher designation even than a national 
park. No commercial fishing is allowed 
within 12 miles of any island, and there is 
a $10,000 fine for killing a giant manta. 
Every visiting boat must check in at the 
Navy base on Socorro Island and show 
permits from the national ecological insti- 
tute, fish and game department and the 
Navy. In conjunction, diving and sport- 
fishing operators have formed a volunteer 
organization, .Seawatch, which reports 
any infractions to the Navy via radio. 
They, in turn, can call in air support from 
the mainland. Perhaps this, combined 
with the distance of the islands, will spare 
these friendly mantas the fate that befell 
their predecessors at El Bajo in the Sea of 
Cortez over a decade ago. 

Although the mantas overshadow 
everything else at San Benedicto, if you 
can break away for a while, you’ll be 
rewarded with schooling jacks and ham- 
merheads. I’ve also seen Galapagos 
sharks there and a 12-foot tiger shark. 
Hammerheads and other shark species are 
also common at Socorro and Roca 
Partida, along with dolphins and visiting 
pelagics. For fish fanciers, tropicals typ1- 
cal of the Panamic region crowd the reefs 
and the water column. 

The Revilligigedos is a trip back in 
time to the early days of Baja before it 
became a popular tourist destination. If 
the environmental controls now on the 
books are enforced, hopefully they will 
remain that way. IN 


Eric Hanauer is a frequent contributor 
to Scuba Times Magazine. 
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Early Spanish explorers believed that the 


a’ En ii 


E 
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Baja Peninsula was actually an island filled 


with Amazon women and Aztec gold. The 
rumors proved untrue, and explorers soon 


left the harsh terrain. The real treasures 


remained beneath the Sea of Cortez. 

Our dive group dropped in the cool 
Sea of Cortez water at a site called El 
Bajo. Here, three pinnacles rise to a depth 
of about 50 feet and serve as an attraction 
for large oceanic animals. During the sum- 
mer and fall, the area is frequented by 


mantas, schooling hammerheads and the 


occasional whale shark. After a few min- 
utes in the water, we began to notice dis- 
tant shadows of unmistakable shapes. The 
pinnacles were being visited by a large 
school of scalloped hammerheads. They 
swam in huge, slow circles around the pin- 


~nacles. These were the real treasures. 


The coast from La Paz south to Cabo 
San Lucas in southern Baja California is 
rich in diving experiences. El Bajo, with its 


pinnacles and pelagics, and the friendly 


sea lion colony at Los Islotes are the most 
famous dive sites near La Paz. Traveling 
further south, Cabo Pulmo is the only liv- 
ing coral reef on the Pacific Coast of North 
America. But the prolific marine life in the 
form of huge schools of silvery fish, tons of 
eels and pufferfish are the main attraction. 

Mantas, gamefish, turtles, sea lions 


and spectacular underwater topography 
define the diving in Cabo San Lucas. The - 


best dive sites are in Cabo San Lucas Bay 


— the Submarine Canyon with its sand 

falls, the sea lion colony at Playa del Amor © 
_and the shallow pinnacles at Land’s End. 
~ Luckily, all are a five-minute boat ride from 
the marina. Cabo San Lucas was once a 


sleepy Mexican fishing village. Unlike most _ 


resort towns, the tourist sorawl has been 
kept to a minimum, and new additions 
harmonize with the desert landscape. The 
town’s Latin charm blends easily with a 
relaxed California attitude. The marina is 
stuffed with flamboyant fishing boats, U.S. 
ports boldly stenciled on the back. The 


American influence is unmistakable, but — 


_ not overwhelming. Diving is secondary to 
golf and fishing, making Cabo San Lucas 


the perfect place for vacationing families 


and groups. 


— by Betsy Archer 





CHANGE THE WAY YOU LOOK AT DIVING 


* Instant Magnification 
* No Adhesives 


* Distortion Free 


“My customers find it easier to read their critical dive 
gauges with DiveOptx. They are simple to install and 
don’t use messy adhesives. They like the price too!” 


Craig Willemsen, Owner 
Silent World Dive Shop, Bellevue, WA 


Adds Magnification to Your Dive Mask Instantly. 


Ask for it at your favorite dive shop or call: 1.800.344.2020 


YOUR PERSONAL DIVE OPERATION 


Catering to small groups 
of new or experienced divers 


PADI and NAUI Certifications available 


Ask About Our 
Monthly Specials 


U.S. RESERVATIONS 


P.O.Box 218314 
Houston, TX 77218 
PHONE : (713) 859-0700 
FAX : (713) 859-7720 rst 
CeOeZoeUeMeEcL EMAIL : dwm@flash.net te 


IS YOUR INSURANCE CLAIMS SLATE CLEAN? 
YET YOUR DIVE STORE INSURANCE 
STILL COSTS TOO MUCH? 

Are you maintaining a great safety record and 
having to pay too much for your insurance? 

Are you ready to be treated as a person and not just a number? 


For competitive rates from a qualified insurance professional 
who cares, call John A. Witherspoon, IV: 


Dive Store * Dive Boat ¢ Dive Instructor 
Insurance * Bonds * Employee Benefits 


=| GALE, SMITH AND Co., INC. 


P. 0. Box 2248 © Brentwood, IN 37024-2248 
(615) 661-7500 » (800) 327-2802 »* Fax (615) 377-5101 





WORLD CLASS 
DIVING YET 
SO CLOSE 


T he 112 ft. SOLMAR V is 


undoubtedly the most luxurious 
live-aboard in Mexico — perhaps 
The World! Based in Cabo San 
Lucas, the SOLMAR V is equipped 
with private shower, bath, color 
T.V., VCR, & air conditioning in 
every stateroom! The SOLMAR V 
offers 4 & 7 night trips in the sum- 
mer to the Sea Of Cortez and 8 night 
trips in the winter to the 
Revillagigedo Islands (Socorro & 
San Benedicto) — the last frontier 
of Mexico! Encounters with school- 
ing Hammerheads, Whale Sharks, 
Giant Mantas, and Sea Loins were 
common in 1996. Migratory Whales 
and Bottlenose Dolphin were also an 
unexpected pleasure at Socorro. 
Individuals, groups and private char- 
ters welcome... CALL FOR 
MORE INFO!! (310) 459-9861 fax 
(310) 454-1686. 


800-344-3349 


http://www.solmar.com 


http://www.amigosdelmar.com 
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Diving with alligators is a hazard 
associated with underwater artifact 
hunting in St. Johns river. 


tee na nan 
bic +d 


Antique hand- 
blown glass 
bottles and 
camel’s teeth. 


St. John’s River, FL 

Unusual varieties of antique bottles 
dating back to the turn of the century 
and meticulously carved arrow points 
from past Indian civilizations can be 
found buried throughout the muddy bot- 
tom beneath the black water of the St. 
John’s River. And if divers are lucky, 
they might even discover bones from 
such prehistoric creatures as mastodons, 
rhinoceroses, camels, and saber-tooth 
tigers, all of which roamed Florida sev- 


* St. Clair River 


Pe Hilton Head 
* St. John's River 
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eral thousand years ago. 
However, diving for arti- 
facts in the St. John’s River 
can be a_ treacherous 
endeavor presenting haz- 
ardous conditions for the 
inexperienced artifact-hunter. 

Zero to three-foot visi- 
bility is perhaps one of the 
most obvious hindrances 
for the diver combing the 
river bed for artifacts. 
Because the visibility is so 
low, artifacts must be locat- 
ed by digging and feeling 
the bottom with your bare hands. 
This creates many hazardous situa- 
tions for the diver which include: 
being cut by broken glass, metal or 
other debris; becoming entangled 
in fishing line or tree branches; 
ending up in an overhead 

environment without realiz- 

ing it; and encountering dan- 

gerous animals, such as alli- 
gators and venomous snakes. 
An alternate means of search- 
ing for artifacts is by utilizing a sifting 
screen. Artifact-hunters can easily use 
this device while 
standing in shallow 
water or snorkeling. 
This is also an excel- 
lent way to discover 
many smaller types of 
artifacts, for example, 
arrow points that can 
be as much as 1,000 
years old, prehistoric 
shark and camel teeth 
dating back over 
50,000 years, prehis- 
toric animal bone frag- 
ments and even small 
antique ink wells. 

One of the best 
ways to access the St. 
John’s River and expe- 
rience an artifact-div- 
ing adventure is. by boat since there are 
SO many prospective sites to be discov- 
ered along this waterway. While diving 
in the river, one must be sure to display 
a dive flag because of the heavy pres- 
ence of boat traffic here — especially 
barges. 

As far as rules on taking artifacts 


| © Bret Farbes 
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from the St. John’s River are concerned, 
they are not allowed to be removed 
without obtaining permits from the State 
of Florida, which are issued exclusively 
through the University of Florida. 
However, prehistoric shark teeth may be 
taken as long as they are not removed 
from within a state park boundary. For 
more information on obtaining permits 
contact: 

University of Florida 

College of Natural History 

P.O. Box 117800 

Gainesville, FL 32611 

(352) 392-1721 

— by Bret Forbes 


St. Clair River, Mi 

The bottle was obviously a corker. 
Crudely embossed and riddled with air 
bubbles, the words “Emerson Drug Co.” 
slowly came to light for the first time in 
nearly 100 years. A scant two-and-a-half 
inches tall, cobalt blue and in perfect 
condition, it is little wonder that this and 
other relics entice divers to risk the acro- 
batic entries, miles of fishing line and 
the near-zero visibility encountered 
while diving Michigan’s St. Clair River. 





Discovered more than 300 years ago 
by French explorer LaSalle, the St. Clair 
River forms the natural boundary 
between Eastern Michigan and Ontario, 
Canada. Divers will find, with few 
exceptions, that diving the St. Clair 
River is a challenge unequaled in the 
state of Michigan. 








Fossil tooth © Island Scuba 


Conditions in the St. Clair River can 
change drastically and range from ideal 
— with visibility approaching 20 feet, 
with schools of fish and multiple ship- 
wrecks on a single dive to Braille — 
with low visibility, strong currents and 
dangerous overhead traffic. 

Divers seeking a calmer environment 
and not averse to cold water — water 
temperatures rarely break 70 degrees 
and are often much less — will find that 
St. Clair River dive sites are usually 
accessible year round. Too fast to freeze 
in the winter, ice flows traveling from 
Lake Huron to Lake St. Clair in early 
spring are the only cause for major river 
closings. A full wetsuit or drysuit with 
hood and heavy gloves are the minimum 
year-round recommended protection from 
the elements, as well as from manmade 
debris. 

Divers planning a visit to Michigan’s 
St. Clair River can contact any one of 
several local dive operators. They will 
be more than happy to answer any ques- 
tions you may have and offer services 
just minutes from popular points of entry. 

Although not recommended without 
a thorough orientation, the St. Clair 
River is a truly unique Michigan dive 
site. Littered with century-old ship- 
wrecks, antique bottles and schools of 
fish, it should come as no surprise that 
the St. Clair River has emerged as a 
favorite Michigan dive site. 

— by Nick Lenzi 


Hilton Head Island, SC 


On the south eastern tip of South 
Carolina’s coast lies a chain of small 
barrier islands. These islands are sepa- 
rated from the coast by the intracoastal 
waterway, Port Royal Sound to the north 
and the Calibogue Sound to the south. 
Various rivers terminate throughout the 
area, creating a diver’s paradise for what 
we have found as a fossil and artifact 
collector’s treasure chest. 

Dive sites are accessible from shore 
or boat. Dive guides are available to pro- 
vide escorted tours at various sites by 
contacting local dive stores. As in any 
new or unfamiliar site, an area orienta- 
tion is highly recommended. 

Diving? Well, what about it? Let’s 
go! We set up our gear looking 
out across the Maye 
River. We had 
decided that megal- 
adon teeth (prehistoric 
shark) were the order of the 
day. The dive began at Brighton 
Beach. Working our way out to approxi- 
mately 42 feet in depth, the hard, coarse 
sandy bottom indicated we were close. 





Megalodon (extinct) 
45-feet 


Turning to the west, we were there. 
Fossilized shark’s teeth, approximately 
four million years old, lay scattered 
around beneath us. Imagine being the first 
to see and touch something this old. You 
become filled with an incredible feeling of 
accomplishment and awe at your discov- 
ery. Remnants of the past now become 
real. We surfaced and compared finds 
and made notes about our discoveries. 

Dive number two, again in the Maye 
River, this time at the dock on Calhoun 
Street. We reviewed our dive plan and 
set out to retrieve pottery or bottles tak- 
ing us back to the steamship days on the 
river in the mid 1800s. We were suc- 
cessful. Soda-water bottles with rounded 
bottoms marked ‘Belfast, Ireland’ were 
our best find. When we surfaced, we 
realized a stop at the library would be 
necessary to verify our findings. 

The bottles in fact were used as bal- 
last in ships coming from Europe and 
were stored in racks in the hull. The bottles 
were then off-loaded and exchanged for 

































This 4 1/2 inch 
fossilized tooth, 
shown at actual 
size, provides evi- 
dence of the enormous 
size of the prehistoric 
Carcharodon megaladon. 
Recently, a 6 1/2 inch fos- 
sil tooth was discovered in 
the May river by Joe Pelletier — 
of Island Scuba Dive & Travel — 
(888) 689-DIVE. Other teeth 
have been recorded up to 7 1/2 
inches. 


Re 





Modern great white shark 
20-feet 


goods to be taken back for the return trip. 

Diving the rivers and sounds off 
Hilton Head Island is very rewarding. 
Discovering the past by being an active 
part of the process has become an obses- 
sion for local divers and visitors alike. 

Diving to collect fossils and artifacts 
provides data and historical information 
for all to share and enjoy. South 
Carolina’s waters are protected and 
require a Hobby Divers Collection 
License to enable you to participate in 
the sport. The South Carolina Institute 
of Archeology & Anthropology regu- 
lates these licenses and requires that a 
report be filed on your findings. To 
obtain a license or for more information, 
contact the Institute (803) 762-6105 ora 
dive store in the area. 

— by Joe Pelletier 


For More information on local dive sites see 
the Dive Store Directory located on page 90 
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TEXT BY KEVIN J. FREELAND 


There can be no doubt that divers as a whole are gadget nuts who just love to 


see what is new and unusual. That type of mindset just might be at the root of 
what makes a diver a diver and what makes DEMA . . . well, DEMA. 

The 1997 DEMA trade show in Orlando provided a bumper crop of new and 
innovative products. We at Scuba Times have sifted through the mountains of 
gadgets, to bring you the ones which caught our eye. 


Atomic Ti2 Regulator 
Serious Stuff. I mean very serious. The Atomic Ti2 Regulator may not 
glow in the dark, but it will certainly shine for years and years and years. The 
world’s only completely titantum regulator is brought to you by some of the world’s i 
most renowned regulator engineers. First, it is light. VERY light. Next it is compact, iss 
not small, compact. Light, compact, yet loaded with features and innovations that push 
its performance levels to new uncharted waters. Features never before seen like the auto- 
matic flow control which adjusts the venturi effect as the diver descends. You really need 
to see this regulator to believe it. Atomic has raised the bar for all other manufacturers. 
The Atomic Ti2 is not going to be for every diver. Its hefty price of around $1200 will 
insure that it will not be appearing in a rental department near you any time soon. But for the 
serious diver, I mean very serious, the Atomic T12 will be the object of lust and desire for 
years to come. Contact Atomic (714) 375-1433 for the dealer nearest you. 


Mares Ruby Regulator 
No kidding, the Ruby Regulator is a real gem. The design folks at 
Mares have replaced the conventional high pressure seat with a precious 
stone, a ruby. The high performance MR 22 has been modified so that the perfectly 
smooth surface of the ruby gemstone causes a perfect seat. No leaks, no etching, no cor- 
rosion, just lots of performance and minimal maintenance. 
Not for everyone, the Ruby weighs in at close to a thousand clams. But, for those who 
demand the best and are willing to pay for top performance, a Ruby could just be a 
diver’s best friend. For more information, call (800) 874-3236 for your nearest 
Mares dealer. 


SEAC SUB ZX3000 Nitrox 
Are you finally convinced that nitrox is your best bet for safer diving? Ready to drag out 
the old regulator and go through the costly process of cleaning and converting it for 
nitrox use? Well hold on there partner, there just might be a better way after all. Created 
for use with nitrox, the ZX3000 comes ready to go with 100 percent oxygen-compatible 
parts. State-of-the-art design and outstanding engineering make this regulator a solid per- 
former. And, it is ready to go right out of the box. The ZX3000 even includes a color- 
coded face plate that readily identifies it as a nitrox-ready breathing machine. Contact a 
SEAC SUB dealer nearest you. 


Steam Machines PRISM Topaz Rebreather 
What do you get the diver who has everything? How about the latest and greatest in 
closed-circuit mixed-gas rebreathers. The PRISM Topaz will transform your bubble- 
blowing days forever, and I am not just talking about the no more bubbles in ~ 
the bubble-blowing part either. 

The PRISM Topaz is a lightweight (38 pounds) unit specifically designed 
with the recreational diver in mind. Although the unit is capable of some pretty 
extreme stuff, it will comfortably give a minimum of up to three hours of bottom 
time within the current recommended depth limits of the recreational diver. (As 
if that’s not extreme!) 

Packed with so much proprietary technology that a kill-before-capture sign is 
required on all company employees, the PRISM Topaz could be the the wave of 
the future in user-friendly recreational market closed-circuit rebreathers. For the 
latest information, contact Steam Machines (310) 937-7556. 
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Oceanic DATA PLUS 
I suppose all those snake oil pundits of the early ’90s are snacking on Santa 
Ana Crow’s wings in humble sauce. Nitrox is here to stay, and further proof 
arrives in the user-friendly and economical Oceanic Data Plus computer. 
All the reliability and user-friendly features that are common to the Oceanic 
computer line are here in the Data Plus. The Plus is the difference, and the plus 
is that this baby can be programmed for any mix of nitrox from 21 to 50 percent. 
Using a Modified Haldanean Algorithm based on 12 tissue compartments and data 
from the Rogers & Powell studies, this unit is a perfect match for the recreational nitrox 
diver. To find out more, visit your local Oceanic dealer. 


Cochran Commander Nitrox Console 

The Cochran folks continue to amaze the diving world with some of 
the most innovative and creative products in the industry. In keeping 
with that tradition, the design department has produced a slick-look- 
ing console to house its popular Commander Nitrox computer. This 
low-profile design masterpiece allows the diver not only to view dive-crit- 
ical data concerning decompression status but at the same time to view current 
gas-supply levels and navigational information. This instrument package puts all 
the vitals in line and in view. Whatever will they think of next? Visit a Cochran dealer 
today and see the future of diving. 


TUSA Cetus 

Yes, I have been guilty in the past of sending pollywogs in search of 
mail buoys, frequency grease, and the occasional left-handed cres- 
cent wrench. All in good fun, I assure you. But these new fins have def- 
initely taken a bit of the humor out of one old standby, “Hey, you got your 
fins on the wrong feet!” The TUSA Cetus not only look different, but they 
behave differently too. The innovative Cetus compensates for a diver’s tendency 
to kick inward and thus cause a twisting motion to the leg and in effect reduce the 
efficiency of the diver’s kick. The Cetus reduces the blade surface on the inside of 
the leg and helps create a more balanced “flat” kick. Available in a plethora of colors 
and variety of sizes, the TUSA Cetus is certainly an eye catcher that will have all your 
buddies gathered around your gear bag. Just be careful. Putting them on the wrong feet will 
likely cause you to swim backwards. Get a close-up view at your local TUSA Dive Center. 


Genesis EVAC snorkels 
One of the first truly innovative snorkel products to come along in years, the EVAC 
lets the diver purge away water from the snorkel with a slight upward push on the 
patented EVAC pump. Designed to help make snorkeling and free diving a more 
pleasurable endeavor, the EVAC removes the need for a diver to blast away water 
before being able to draw a fresh breath. Now even a novice can feel comfortable 
clearing a snorkel and will remain safer as there is no need to teach complicated 
clearing maneuvers or to remove the snorkel from the mouth. For more informa- 
tion on how the Genesis group can pump you up, call (561) 733-4005 for your 
nearest Genesis retailer. 
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SEAmagine SEAmobile Submersible 
O.K. | admit it. Since I was a kid, I have always wanted my own submarine. I used 
to see the ads in the back of my Sgt. Fury Comics and 
try hard to convince my mom to let me order one. 
Well, she never did, and I suppose you can say I am a 
victim of my own unrequited requited love. I still feel 
like a little kid every time I see something that 
remotely looks like a submarine. The SEAmoblie 
Submersible will undoubtedly be the answer to some- 
one else’s submarine dreams. Driven from the rear by 
a safety diver/pilot or by one of two passengers in the 
one-atmosphere sphere, the craft operates much like a 
boat on the surface and then converts to a submersible 
driven by electric motors. Once submerged to an oper- 
ating depth of 50 feet, the passengers have a 360 
degree unobstructed view of the sea. Soon to be a hit 
at a resort near you. For information, call SEAmagine 
(909) 626-6262. 
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SEALAB $.A.V.E.R System 

Not exactly a choke collar for divers but pretty darn near the same effect. So, ya 
wanna’ disregard my warning and exceed the posted max depth limit. Don’t care 
to watch your gauges either, eh? Well, I have a surprise for you, my wayward lit- 
tle pollywog. With the SEALAB S.A.V.E.R., a dive instructor or tour operator 
can pre-program the device to slowly inflate the diver’s buoyancy compensator 
device when the allowable depth limit has been reached. Kind of a subtle hint to 
obey the rules. The S.A.V.E.R. can also function as a dumb-diver back up for 
those whose self-preservation instincts are just not as strong or whose minds are a 
bit dull by activating and inflating their buoyancy compensator when a pre-set gas- 
pressure level has been reached. There may not be a line drawn at 130 feet or a Scuba 
cop handing out tickets, but now there can be a big brother watching over you if you feel 
the need. For more information, call SEALAB (888) SEA-Labl. 


Neptune’s Nectars | 
This stuff contains more alloys than my old aluminum cylinders. Magnesium, 
iron, zinc, copper, chromium, manganese, molybdenum and something called 
“soluchrome”’ that I couldn’t locate on my table of elements. I didn’t know whether 
to drink it or use it to patch the hole in my wife’s radiator. Containing over 30 minerals 
and vitamins, Neptune’s Nectars help divers replace vital nutrients and electrolytes. It 
is also chock full of antioxidant protection. Supposedly divers who use elevated levels 
of oxygen, create high levels of “free radicals,’which can cause oxidation problems. 

Whatever it does, it must do it well because it sure isn’t going to win any taste tests. I 
remember my first taste of castor oil. They told me that not all things that are good for me 
taste good. Proof, brussels sprouts. Further proof could very well be Neptune’s Nectars. I 
still gotta wonder that if I just mix it up at half strength and use it to coat my steel cylin- 
ders, will I abate corrosion? Try it for yourself, after all, I learned to like brussels sprouts 
and really don’t care much for lobster. For a supplier near you, call (800) 333-0866. 


Dacor EquaNOx 
Another entry in the easy-to-use, moderate price nitrox computer race. Dacor 
Corporation offers the EquaNOx as further evidence that nitrox is the wave of the future. 
Fully programmable for different mixtures and fully downloadable to a diver’s personal 
computer, the EquaNOx fills a gap in the Dacor line of dive computers. Small, easy-to- 
read, backlit programs from 21 percent to 50 percent. There really is no excuse 
not to have a programmable nitrox computer. For more information, contact 


Dacor (847) 446-9555 for a dealer near you. 


Amoeba Scuba Guard (aka — scuba condom) 
The sell of fear is the sell here. Yes, the Amoeba Scuba Guard works — only if you 
stick the protected mouth-piece in your mouth and don’t breath off of it. Whatever little 
nasties are on the mouthpiece — well, by gosh they’re inside the second stage too. Ah 
yes, the second stage. A dark and moist place for things to grow, and let’s not forget the 
bend in the snorkel. Let’s recap — the inside of the second stage and the bottom curve in 
the snorkel — can you say incubator? So the mouthpiece is clean, but as soon as you take 
a breath, whatever is on the inside is now inside of you. But hey, at least you have piece 
of mind. So, to protect yourself from what’s growing inside the second stage or inside the 
snorkel, well, only a good disinfectant and cleaning can do that. For more information 
and if you need piece of mind, call Innovative Scuba concepts (719) 597-2885. 


Brownies Pre-Mix Fill System 
It’s here, it’s there, it’s everywhere! Enriched-air nitrox (EANx) is becoming more and 
more the preference of divers who are in the know. Is your dive center able to fill your 
nitrox needs? If not, Brownies has a system to make it as painless 
as possible. 

The folks at Brownies have been putting together compressed-gas 
fill stations for many years, and now they are applying their years of 
experience to nitrox fill stations. The Brownies Pre-Mix fill system 
allows your dive center to have on hand any mixture of EANx that they 
deem suitable for your diving area. The Brownies’ system can be cus- 
tomized to meet the business demands of any size dive center. If you’re 
still waiting for your favorite dive center to get with the program, then 
you need to insist that they contact Brownies and find out just how 
quickly and efficiently they can become a state-of-the-art nitrox fill 
station. For more information, contact Brownies (954) 462-5570. 
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The new 
underwater hunter. 


There are over 400 fish species 
to stalk on the tropical reefs 

of Florida, the Caribbean & 
Bahamas. 

How many will you sight on your 
next diving trip? Fifty? Eighty? 
Over one hundred? 

How many will you discover in 
a lifetime of dives? 

Two hundred? Three hundred? 
Maybe, even four! 


NTA NTN NRO NRT NTN NTN NESTON IOS 


Reef Fish Identification 

by Paul Humann 

A landmark reference for divers. 
345 color plates, 288 pages, 

6"x 9" with functional comb 
binding. 

Now you can share the dive 
experience and discoveries 
during the dive! Sport diving, 
underwater tours and 
education all improve when 
information is shared. And 
improved communication 
means added safety. 

The companion log Reef Notes 
and U/W Slate complete the 


system for identifying and recording 
the fish you see underwater. 


DIVELINK is easy to learn and 
use. There are no adjustments; 


Specialty Course, Reef Fish Identification, it is voice activated and rugged. 


now being taught at dive retailers and resorts. 
Send checks to 
SCUBA TIMES 


14110 Perdido Drive 
Pensacola Florida 32507 
(sorry no Credit Cards or COD's) 


| REEF FISH ID. Book $29.95/ea, 
| [REEF NOTES Log 10.00/ea; 
| |U/W ID. Slate 10.00/ea ee 


Shipping & Handling 


Florida residents add 6% sales tax a 
TOTAL $|___| 


Talk to your SCUBAPRO or 
other DIVELINK dealer. 
Set up a demonstration 


dive for your group. 


Qett 1°" feifiggl...  DIVELINK’ 


Underwater Communication System 
Please allow 2-8 weeks for delivery. 


email: divelink@pinc.com Ph: 800-348-7815 or 250-479-4868 Fax: 250-479-5980 web page: vww.com/divelink 
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motto is Eat, Sleep & complete 
Dive. Belize’s Off The Beaten Path dive travel packages — Belize aa ef 
Vacation Destination, offering per- Barrier Reef — PADI & NAUI certifi- \F eee Le GF a 
sonalized service and friendly cation. Your dive and travel experts A paXes , Ma A) 
Belizean hospitality. to Belize. : N/A D 
BO0-798-1558 » 800-688-0286 BOO-382-7776/261-337-3758 Fax 281-337-1168 : 

marlin@BTL net » http://www.belizenet.com/marlin.htm| email: bztravel@compassnet.com will help you 

: a pe re oe explore all of exotic Belize, 








inland and island. A premier diving 
destination, Belize offers a 176 mile 
Barrier Reef, miles of drop-offs and 
spectacular coral and marine life. Sea 
& Explore represents all major 
Belizean accommodations plus the 





the perfect A small private Bay Islands. All itineraries customized. 
place to “Decompress” before beach resort with cabanas, Diving ¢ Fishing © Live Aboards. Air 
or after your dive vacation! Luxury rooms, camping, gourmet restaurant inclusive packages - TACA & LACSA. 
jungle accommodations in the heart & bar. Dive barrier reef, cayes, 
of the Belize Rainforest. rae snorkeling & fishing. Torey SEA & EXPLORE, INC. 
: f Fie aN Belizeans Specializing In Belize 
G00-343-8009 or emai info@echanchich.com 011-501-623544 or fax 011-501-623543 B00-345-9706 © fax 504-366-9986 
web site: http://www.chanchich.com email: kerry @btt net seaexplore-belize@worldnet. att.net 


—~ /} beachfront island paradise. 
‘60 Palm thatched cabanas, 
surrounded by lush tropical landscape, provide 

upscale island style accommodations. 


Relax and enjoy the gentle sounds of the surf 
mixed with cool breezes. Dine on a variety of 
fresh seafoods and sip Tropically delicious 
drinks at pool side. 


Experience first hand the wonders of the second 
largest barrier reef in the world with its vast 
array of colors and abundant marine life. 
Scuba dive the outer atolls at Turneffe and 
Lighthouse (Home of the World Famous Blue 
Hole) aboard our new, state-of-the-art Pro 42 
Dive Boat, the Miss Gina. 


Enjoy a variety of waterports including fishing, 
snorkeling and windsurfing or explore the 
ancient temples of the Maya civilization. 


— Feel the Magic 


ee aa Lijit Lie 


Ambergris Caye, Belize 


1-O00-MAGIC-15 - 601-649-1990 
wWww.Aamons.com © E-mail: Ramons@c-gate net 





The Belize Tourist Board 1-800-624-0686 
A421 Seventh Avenue, Suite 1110 © New York, NY 10001 © 212-563-6011 © FAX: 212-563-6033 E-mail: btbb@bil net 
83 North Front Street, P.O. Box 325 © Belize City, Belize * 501-2-77213 © FAX: 501-2-77490 website: http://www.belizenet.com 





OFF THE BEATEN PATH 
Less-[raveled Dives in the Most Popular Destinations 


TET Bye DANE cKANEGS 
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1f fF ‘dea of a sorte dive 
WeleolifoliMilcrelirme (culate Mehiehy 
from everyone and everything, 
then traveling to heavily visited 
areas like Belize, Cozumel and 


Cayman may turn you off. 


However, you may be sur= 2. = 


prised to find that even though — 


thousands of people: flock to the = ae 


Big Six every. yedr,1 there ares 
still lots: -of deserted beaches 


relate! remote dive sites witht? = 2 aes: 


pristine reefs when you ‘travel 
Off The BeatensPath. . . 


BAHAMA ISLANDS 

Sprinkled like confetti between Florida 
and Haiti, the Bahama Islands obviously 
offer lots of chances to diverge from the 
main track. And there definitely is a main 
track. With daily cruise ships steaming in, 
from Florida and elsewhere, to the casi- 
nos, nightclubs and luxury hotels, some 
Bahama islands merge travelers directly 
into the fast lane. 

However, encompassing over 300 
miles and 700 islands, there are also a 
near infinite number of rest stops as well. 


CARIBBEAN CuRRENTS will be published 
in every issue of Scuba Times in 1997, 
covering the Big Six: Bahamas, Bay Islands, 
Belize, Cayman,-Cozumel.and the ABCs. 
The Big Six are defined as the six destina- 
tions which are visited by more divers 


each year. than any other dive-destination. 


From the Out Islands and all the way 
south to Little and Great Inagua, the 
Bahamas define remoteness. But perhaps 
the prince of remote is Cay Sal, a 75-mile- 
wide seamount, only 40 miles from Cuba 
but still under Bahamian rule. Capped by 
a series of shallow reefs and barren rock 
islands, Cay Sal has reefs that are visited 
by only a few divers each year. It is also 
home to one of the highest concentrations 
of blue holes — deep-water connections 
to the fresh-water underworld — in the 
world. 

Only about 30 feet deep at its center, 
Cay Sal has blue holes that drop to over 
300 feet. The blue holes are actually a 
series of sink holes that formed many 
years ago when the area was above sea 
level. When the sink holes collapsed, the 
limestone substrata was exposed. Now 
that the holes are underwater, coral has 
been able to attach to the limestone, creat- 
ing beautiful coral gardens around the 


Snorkelers ‘explore 
-*a remote reef at 
Water Cay, Cay 
£°\$al Bank Bahamas 


rims of the deep holes. 

Butterfly and parrotfish, eels and an 
assortment of sharks and other marine life 
live and feed in the deep holes, providing 
divers a chance to see a diversity of plant 
and animal life. 

Lynn Dixon, who works for liveaboard 
dive boat MV Nekton Pilot, said Silver 
Sides is one of her favorite blue holes at 
Cay Sal Bank. The sides of the hole nar- 
row toward its center, giving it the shape 
of an hourglass. Beneath that ridge at 
about 90 feet is a swim-through where sil- 
ver-side minnows by the thousands create 
a spectacular sight when sun reflects off 
the massive school. 

Sistine Chapel is another unique blue 
hole. Stalagmites adorn the hole at 90 to 
100 feet. Dixon said Big Hole is another 
very active area where her operation has 
started leading shark dives. About 20 or 
30 “very frisky” Caribbean reef sharks 
frequent the hole, and occasionally large 
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Cayman’s east end. 
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Bloody Bay Wall 


schools of sharp noses — a couple of hun- 
dred strong — show up for divers. 

Diving blue holes requires that divers 
be very comfortable with buoyancy con- 
trol, Dixon said, but it pays big dividends. 

Not as isolated as Cay Sal, the Exuma 
chain isn’t main street either. The Exumas 
remain far from the frantic hords of 
tourists and still offer some of the best 
reef diving in the entire Western 
Hemisphere. They’re also home to a num- 
ber of outstanding blue holes. Ed Haxby, 
a marine biologist who works at Exuma 
Fantasea, said there are four diveable blue 
holes around the out islands of Exuma. 
All four are spectacular, with two being 
good for novice divers and two reserved 
for the more advanced and technical divers. 

Angel Fish Blue Hole is a vertical 
cylinder about 40 feet in diameter that 
starts at 30 feet and drops to 90 feet where 
it goes into a horizontal cave system. 

“Tt’s really spectacular,” Haxby said. 

Crab Cay Crevasse is a crescent- 
shaped hole about 40 feet wide and 120 
feet long. It starts at about 40 feet and 
drops to 90 feet. At the bottom is a cave 
entrance about 30 feet by 60 feet. 

At both Angel Fish and Crab Cay 
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Crevasse, divers can get a taste of cave 
diving (technically it’s a cavern dive) 
without ever losing sight of the surface. 
Both sites also are home to a variety of 
marine life and draw visitors like eagle 
rays and sea turtles, Haxby said. 

For more experienced divers, Mystery 
Cave and Master Harbor Blue Hole offer 
true cave-diving experiences. Master 
Harbor Blue Hole has been only partially 
explored, so there are areas where it’s 
possible to be among the first handful of 
divers ever to see the caverns. 

Visibility around Exuma ranges well 
over 100 feet, Haxby said. The area is far 
enough north that occasionally cold fronts 
that make it to Florida stir up some blus- 
tery days around the islands during the 
winter months. 

Just east of Exuma, Long Island’s 
slender form stretches for more than 90 
miles. Its miles of uninhabited beaches 
and forests draw a fraction of the visitors 
found on more mainstream Bahamian 
islands. The underwater scenery is just as 
pristine. Sites like Barracuda Head and 
Shark Reef attract a wide variety of 
marine life. The wreck of the Comberbach 
sits upright in about 90 feet of water. 
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Although Andros is the largest island 
in the Bahamas chain, it is the least 
explored — perfect for those looking for a 
little off the beaten path adventure. The 
120-mile barrier reef that parallels the 
Andros coast sports spectacular walls 
dropping thousands of feet. In addition, 
Andros 1s literally riddled with blue holes. 
There are oceanic blue holes that can be 
explored by a novice diver with a guide. 
The truly adventurous can _ explore 
Andros’ inland blue holes. Diving them 
requires trekking through the jungle, but it 
is well worth the extra effort. Open-water 
divers can explore some of the inland blue 
holes with an experienced guide, but other 
holes require a cave-diving certification. 

Other exceptional and pristine dive 
sites can be found in the southern Bahama 
Islands, particularly around Rum Key, 
San Salvador and Concepcion. Wall div- 
ing in those areas starts at about 50 feet 
and surrounds each of the islands. The 
walls are covered with huge sponges and 
coral, and the visibility is excellent. The 
southern islands are off the great sand 
bank that surrounds most of the Bahama 
Islands and can create lower visibility 
when the silt gets stirred up. 
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Concepcion is among Dixon’s favorite 
dive spots. She claims that the island’s 
wall diving is among the most spectacular 
in the world. Large groupers and hammer- 
heads are common, and the island’s best 
feature is that visitors probably won’t see 
another boat while they are there. 


CAYMAN ISLANDS 
Sometimes finding your way off the 
beaten path is as easy as turning left 
instead of right when you leave the airport. 
Grand Cayman’s East End is an exam- 
ple. Only two resorts grace East End, 
leaving it unspoiled and “very much what 
Cayman used to be,” said Mo Fitzgerald, 
operations manager for Ocean Frontiers. 

The undeveloped side of the island 
also yields its most pristine diving. Only 
three dive operators regularly service East 
End, so on a typical day, there may be 
four dive boats anchored along the 16 
miles of coastline while West End will be 
dotted with 30 or 40 boats. 

Some believe East End offers the best 
wall diving on the island. The open-ocean 
currents (and trade winds) that coax most 
divers to the sheltered West End sites also 
keep the coral healthy, the formations 
more dramatic and the pelagic life more 
plentiful. Sharks, eagle rays and sea tur- 
tles are more likely on East End. 

The walls start as shallow as 37 feet, 
and most dives average 70 feet, which 
matches well with the maximum allow- 
able dive depth of 110 feet in Cayman. 
Visibility is usually about 100 feet, and if 
it drops below 80 feet, it’s unusual, 
Fitzgerald said. 

The open ocean keeps sediment 
down but also makes for chop- 
pier boat rides. Fitzgerald said 
it’s a myth East End is always 
rough, and during the past 
year, there have only been 
three or four days his boats 
weren’t able to run. A barrier 
reef on the windward side cre- 
ates a protected sound, giving 
boats smooth cruising to more 
than 60 named dive sites. 

The walls on the southeast 
side of the island are extreme- 
ly sheer and also extremely 
lush. Dramatic canyons, 
swim-throughs and pinnacles 
are the foundation’ of 
Cayman’s early popularity and 
rapid rise to diving promi- 
nence. Divers can still cruise 
through canyons, dotted with 
brain, star and pillar coral, that 
empty out on the sheer walls. 

Pat’s Wall on the southeast 
corner of Grand Cayman is 
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one of the best wall dives on the island. 
Babylon is another exceptional wall dive 
that even attracts a few west-side operators. 

Divers who venture to the east side 
typically are more experienced and have 
dived the Caymans before, but there are 
mini-walls and ledges at depths of 20 to 
30 feet with canyons and swim-throughs 
that dump at about 50 feet for divers who 
aren’t looking for deep dives. Snapper 
Hole is one of the best shallow dives on 
the island, Fitzgerald said. 

Although not as far off the beaten track 
as they once were, Little Cayman and 
Cayman Brac, Grand Cayman’s sister 
islands, still offer an easy out for divers 
looking to escape the crowds. Fewer than 
half a dozen operators service either of 
the smaller islands. 

Some of the best and largely unex- 
plored sites on Little Cayman are over- 
looked by dive boats headed toward the 
more popular Bloody Bay Marine Park. 

J.D. Sailor, director of dive operations 
for Reef Divers I, said a couple of times a 
year he’ll take divers to spectacular deep 
wall sites on the south side of Little 
Cayman even though his boats cruise over 
them almost daily on the way to Bloody 
Bay Wall. 

Although most visitors want to dive 
the Bloody Bay Wall, where the vertical 
drop starts at 18 to 40 feet, the south side 
wall starts at 50 to 75 feet and offers stun- 
ning coral formations teeming with macro 
life. The deeper sites on the windward 
side are closer, but anyone who enters the 
water late or comes back too soon can be 
in for an uncomfortable ride topside, 
where the swells can be huge. 
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“A lot of days on the south side it’s 
very beautiful,” Sailor said, “with visibili- 
ty over 100 feet and relatively calm seas.” 

The windward side offers ravines and 
tunnels through the wall and diverse 
marine life. Sailor said regulars on deeper 
wall dives include eels, large groupers, 
turtles, eagle rays, nurse — sharks, 
Caribbean reef sharks and hammerheads. 

“Just about everything you could 
imagine,” he said. 

For divers who want an even more vir- 
gin experience, the Cayman Islands 
Department of Environment has opened 
eight new sites on the northeast end of the 
island, Sailor said. 

“Those are almost totally unexplored,” 
he said. “The only people who have seen 
them [work for] the Department of 
Environment, basically.” 

Further east, Cayman Brac offers more 
spectacular wall diving. 

Brett Lemaster, dive master for Reef 
Divers II, said East Chute on the north 
side of the island is one of his favorite 
sites. The sand chute starts just below the 
top of the reef at about 60 feet and flows 
out over the wall, which plummets to over 
2000 feet. 

On the south side of the island, the 
walls are a little deeper and drop “off to 
oblivion,”’ Lemaster said. 

He said one of his favorite south-side 
sites was recently rediscovered. Its moor- 
ing had been missing for a couple of years 
and was replaced last year just before he 
began diving the north side extensively, 
so it hasn’t been touched recently. 

“The tunnels are great,” he said. 
“You can go through at the top of the 
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wall, and they’Il spit you out at 100 feet.” 

Marine life, including southern 
stingrays, turtles and giant bubble 
anemones, also is abundant in the tunnels 
and cracks and around the chimneys. 

Average visibility is about 80 feet, but 
in the winter, visibility can top 100 feet, 
Lemaster said. 

Although diving Cayman Brac isn’t 
really tricky, it’s best done from a boat 
since the iron beaches limit shore diving. 

Shallow dives close to shore are possi- 
ble, though, and there’s plenty of marine 
life to keep divers entertained when the 
seas are too rough for boats to get out. 

What draws people to Cayman Brac as 
much as the diving is its quiet atmosphere. 

“You don’t get the hustle and bustle of 
Grand Cayman at all,” Lemaster said. 


COZUMEL 

The island of Cozumel offers some 
extraordinary diving off the beaten path, 
as long as Mother Nature cooperates. 

Barracuda Reef is among the sites 
reserved for more adventurous divers. 
The reef can’t be dived every day and the 
conditions are rough, even in good weath- 
er. The current usually runs two to three 
knots and varies like the swells topside. 
The unpredictable nature of the sea makes 
the dive more challenging, but it can also 
make it more dangerous. A tourist made a 
trip from Cozumel to Florida in two days 
when the engine on his personal water- 
craft stalled in strong current. Sometimes 
the current pushes you along the wall and 
sometimes away from the wall. Still, the 
diving is worth the effort. 

Due to the strong current, very little 
soft coral adorns the wall. Barracuda Reef 
is mostly hard coral and visited by large 
schools of fish, turtles, and occasionally 
sharks. There’s also plenty of smaller life 
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to keep photographers busy. 

Diving the east (or windward) side of 
Cozumel also draws less interest from 
tourists due to the open ocean conditions. 
The big rollers keep a moored boat moving 
all the time, and since most storms blow 
in from the east, divers are more likely to 
be thwarted by bad weather on that side. 

The sites on the east side are best 
reached in big, fast boats to cut surface 
time and roll. Some sites are easily dived 
by novice divers, but many require more 
technical skills. The reefs on the east side 
don’t grow parallel to the shore as they do 
on the western side of the island. Instead, 
the reefs form fingers perpendicular to the 
island, and the formations slope down- 
ward instead of dropping vertically. 
Divers have a better chance of seeing 
sharks and other large marine life on the 
east side due to the open ocean conditions. 

Few visitors are aware that Cozumel is 
home to several mostly 
unexplored caves. 
Unlike their mainland 
Yucatan counterparts 
(see below), Cozumel’s 
caves are deeper and 
require serious techni- 
cal ability. The cenotes 
on the island offer 
access to the caves, but 
many are remote and 
can require some jun- 
gle travel. Luckily, a 
few cenotes are within close reach of 
Cozumel’s tourist areas. Although the 
caves presumably form an extensive sys- 
tem underneath the island, they have yet 
to be linked to one another. For years, 
Cozumel’s caves have gone unnoticed to 
the thousands of divers visiting the reefs. 
With the recent publicity surrounding 
ancient Mayan artifacts found in one of 
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the caves, tourists may begin to take 
notice of Cozumel’s other dive sites. 

The Yucatan mainland is only a short 
ferry ride from Cozumel and offers truly 
unique cave and cavern diving. Divers, 
from the novice to the technical, can enjoy 
the Yucatan’s cenotes and caves. Some, 
like the Temple of Doom, are best 
explored by serious cave divers. Others, 
such as Dos Ojos, appeal to the more tech- 
nically-challenged divers. Here, divers on 
cavern tours never lose sight of the sur- 
face. In addition, the clear, calm waters 
appeal to almost any diver who has spent 
a few days being hurled past Cozumel’s 
reefs by the strong currents. 


ABCs 

To dive off the beaten path in the 
Netherlands Antilles, face the wind and 
get ready for a rough ride. 

A local guide also is a necessity, said 
Ivan Enjlentina, who works at Peter 
Hughes/Princess Dive Facility in 
Curacao. Diving on the windward side of 
Aruba, Bonaire and Curacao is something 
most island visitors stay away from. 
Heavy seas, rough boat rides and danger- 
ous currents keep most novices away 
from the northeast sides of the islands. 

While conditions on the surface are 
less attractive, there’s plenty of spectacu- 
lar scenery and marine life underwater to 
make the trip worth considering. 

Enjlentina said only experienced 
divers should try to tackle the sites on the 
north side of Aruba, Curacao and Bonaire. 
Potential 15-foot swells, unpredictable 
undertows and currents make it inadvis- 
able for anyone else to try to dive the reefs. 

Even experienced divers need to have 
local guides to lead them safely in and out 
of the pristine sites of all three islands. 
While Enjlentina said 
Princess Dive Facility 
and other local opera- 
tors don’t take divers to 
the windward side of 
the islands, there are 
local divers capable of 
guiding small groups to 
the best sites. 

He also said at cer- 
tain times of the year — 
right before and right 
after the hurricane sea- 
son, which lasts from September to 
November — the sea on the north side of 
the islands can turn flat. During those 
times, even less-experienced divers can 
leave the shelter of the southeast and 
southwest sides of the islands to explore 
the reefs and walls on the windward side. 

Diving on the northeast side of 
Curacao 1s always challenging and a thrill, 
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Enjlentina said. The reefs are untouched 
and large pelagics still cruise the reefs. 
Divers can swim with large groupers and 
manta rays on reef dives that range from 
40 to 120 feet deep. 

Diving below 130 feet is difficult on 
the north side, but also unnecessary, 
Enjlentina said. Most of the reefs descend 
to only 140 or 150 feet, where they end at 
a flat sand pocket. 

Enjlentina said that most of the top 
sites on the north side of Aruba, Curacao 
and Bonaire are still unnamed. 

“Right behind the [Bonaire] airport is 
good, but again, you need to have an 
escort to go there because it’s tricky get- 
ting in and out,” he said. 

On Curacao, there are sites on the 
windward side even the local dive masters 
haven’t been to yet, but a diver who takes 
the time to find a qualified, capable local 
guide who knows the island can be 
rewarded with some of the most spectacu- 
lar and infrequently visited diving found 
in the ABCs. 

According to Guillermo Carrillo, 
Cabes is a great off-beat dive site in 
Aruba. The site is located on the southeast 
end of the island but is usually not dived 
by mainstream operators. They do a land 
entry which Guillermo describes as a very 
rough entry due to the rocky coast line 
and the rough seas. The currents run in a 
variety of directions because of the large 
waves crashing onto the shore. The depth 
ranges from 40 feet to 80 feet which 
allows you to view large brain corals, bar- 
rel sponges and sea fans. There are even 
caves located at 60 feet which are home to 
nurse sharks up to 12-feet long. Guillermo 
warns that only trained cave divers with 
the proper gear should enter the caves. 
The occasional manta and eagle ray as 
well as numerous turtles and barracudas 
are seen around Cabes. Exiting the dive is 
even more dangerous than entering and 
requires climbing onto large rocks with 
the threat of large waves. 


Bay IsLANDS 

Utila, the closest of the Bay Islands to 
the Honduran mainland, is smaller and 
less developed than the country’s diving 
mainstay, Roatan. Utila is accessible only 
by boat or via a dirt airstrip. Since there is 
little development and less entertainment, 
there’s not much to do — except dive. 

“Of the three Bay Islands, Utila is the 
undiscovered one,” Cathy Bryant said. 

Cathy and her husband, Kenny, own 
and operate one of three dive resorts on 
Utila. The oldest of the three resorts is 
only in its fourth year. 

Cathy said she first dived the island 


about nine years ago, but she knew it 
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NAUTILUS DIVE RESORT - GUANAJA - BAY ISLANDS 
Outstanding corals, sponges & marine life. Protected 
underwater park. Stay in classic Caribbean mansion. 
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would be the “new frontier” of Western 
Hemisphere diving. 

The island is the first island off the 
coast of Honduras — only 18 miles off- 
shore — and the last island on the 
Continental Shelf. It’s surrounded by 
seamounts and dramatic walls. 

The unique geography makes Utila a 
favorite hangout for whale sharks, Cathy 
said. The huge animals frequent the walls 
on the north side of the island, but other 
large fish aren’t as plentiful because fish- 
ing is still allowed around Utila and larger 
fish disappear when divers hit the water. 

Airport Caves is a popular cavern dive 
located, you guessed it, just offshore from 
the airstrip. 

Black Hills, a seamount off the eastern 
tip of the island, and Willie’s Hole are 
good wall dives, and for shore diving, 
there’s the Front Porch Reef. A forest of 
black coral called the Black Coral Wall 
juts out from the Front Porch Reef, and 
bluebell tunicates and a variety of 
anemones and small fish make for unbeat- 
able macro photography. 

Blackish Point is another of Cathy’s 
favorite sites. The north side reef offers 
plenty to see at 30 feet, and, at about 90 
feet, overhangs offer shelter for huge reef 
grouper, snapper and moray eel. 

Visibility on the north side of the 


island is generally around 100 feet, and 
most of the dive sites are 10 to 45 minutes 
from the resorts. 

The reefs are still undamaged by devel- 
opment or careless divers, Cathy said, and 
the dive operators try to educate their 
guests to help keep it that way. 

She said the island’s inhabitants are 
laid back and the whole place seems to be 
about 50 years behind the times. 

“IT hope it stays that way,” she said. 

Another of the less-visited regions of 
the Bay Islands 1s Cayos Cochinos, a clus- 
ter of islands just nine miles from the 
mainland. The steep volcanic walls that 
rise out of the Caribbean to form this clus- 
ter also provide exceptional diving. 

Doc Radawski, who has been diving 
the Bay Islands since the early ’70s, said 
he is planning to start taking advanced 
divers to Cayos Cochinos sometime this 
year. Although plans are still in the works, 
Radawski said he would like to put 
together a nitrox mixing facility and shut- 
tle divers to some of the places that aren’t 
easily accessible. 

One of his destinations is a series of 
seamounts between Cochinos and 
Trujillo, but diving this area of open water 
depends on the weather. 

“I’ve been out there some days and it’s 
very benign and some days the current’s 





running five knots,” Radawski said. 

In that kind of current, if you miss a 
handhold on the tag line coming up, your 
next stop is Nicaragua, he said. 

These seamounts have also been added 
to the itinerary of some of the Bay 
Island’s liveaboards, such as the Bay 
Island’s Aggressor and Peter Hughes’ 
Wind Dancer. 

Without much recognition at all, the 
fourth and virtually forgotten Bay Island 
is Barbareta, located off the eastern tip of 
Roatan. This, the smallest of the Bay 
Islands, is privately owned and has one 
small dive resort. The resort has a supply 
of dive gear and a compressor, along with 
basic accommodations and offers pristine 
diving without contact with the outside 
world — especially since most Roatan 
dive resorts are located towards the west- 
ern part of the island. 

Because of its private status, an old 
growth forest remains on Barbareta and is 
a favorite spot for non-diving activity. 


BELIZE 
Getting away from it all in Belize can 
mean finding crowds of marine life or dis- 
covering civilization of an ancient variety. 
While much of the diving in Belize is 
concentrated on the barrier reef off the 
mainland coast, three atolls — Turneffe, 
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Lighthouse Reef and Glover’s Reef — lie 
a boat ride away and offer some excep- 
tional dive sites. 

Hugh Parkey, who managed the 
Turneffe Island Lodge for five years and 
now operates a dive shop in Belize City, 
said Turneffe Atoll’s sites give divers a 
chance to swim with blue marlin, whale 
sharks, large schools of black snapper and 
dog snapper and eagle rays. More than 
200 islands dot the atoll, each covered 
with mangroves that produce tremendous 
amounts of nutrients, and also act as a 
nursery for smaller fish. Encounters with 
spotted dolphins are fairly common, and 
Parkey said he dove amid a pod of orcas 
on the east side of the atoll. 

While diving with big fish is always a 
hit-or-miss proposition, Parkey said the 
odds of finding large marine life off 
Turneffe are good and any dive will yield 
60 to 70 different identifiable species of 
reef fish. 

There are more than 70 dive sites 
mapped with GPS coordinates on Turneffe, 


and the diversity of islands and barrier . 


reefs means there’s somewhere sheltered 
to dive regardless of the weather. Diving 
is consistently best on the east, southeast, 
southwest and northwest sides of the atoll, 
and when visibility allows, sites on the 
west side are excellent, too. Strong cur- 
rents and large swells keep most divers 
away from the north side of the atoll. 

The atoll offers a variety of terrain. 
Walls drop from the east and southeast 
side, starting at 55 to 65 feet. Sheer 
Delight off Calabash Cay and Tunnels 
and Barrels are good wall dives. 

The other reef formation prevalent at 
Turneffe is spur and groove, and while 
many of the grooves are narrow and tight, 
one of his favorite sites is The Elbow on 
the southeast side of the atoll, where the 
spurs resemble huge loaves of bread 
placed side by side and the grooves can be 
as wide as 100 feet across. The reef tops 
start at 65 to 75 feet, and the grooves bot- 
tom out at 95 to 100 feet. Following the 
grooves to the end of the atoll, the forma- 
tion makes an abrupt turn to the north- 
west, and just a few hundred yards off the 
wall, the sea floor is 3000 feet below. 

Pelagics commonly cruise the wall. 
Parkey said he has encountered blue mar- 
lin there three times and has seen schools 
of permit more than 1000 strong. 

The site is best reserved for advanced 
divers when conditions are stout. Currents 
five to six knots strong can make the drift- 
dive quick, and every once in awhile, 
down currents along the wall make it hard 
to hold depth. 

“Your trade-off at Turneffe will be vis- 
ibility,” he said. The mangroves generate 
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Little Cayman's paradise, charming villas 

featuring a master bedroom with king or twin beds, | 

living room, verandah overlooking the ocean and = : 

lee an iin ee fee LITTLE CAYMAN B.W.I. 
Come dive world famous Bloody Bay Wall wit ) 

Paradise Divers only a short boat ride away or | Phone: 809-948-0001 


snorkel right off the beach. } Facsimile: 809-948-0002 
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Be more 
than just a 


Dive with Aqua’nauts, 
Grand Cayman’s 
most progressive dive 
facility and enjoy 
personalized service in 
small groups. 


Full service 
| 5 Star PADI Dive Center 


3 boats 


trips to Stingray City and all of | 


AM & PM 2-tank dive J 


Night dives ) 


Nitro 


y 


uanduts 
Diving 
For more information call 
tool free 


345-945-1990 


P.O... Box 30147 
Grand Cayman, BWI 
Fax (345) 945-199] 
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Dealers for Dacor, 


110 toot wall 


a snorkel away from the bar 


One week ... all food... 
unlimited diving .. 


Wall and wreck diving right ! a 
from the beach. Top rated in ““” 
the Caribbean . 


Travel arrangements 


1*800°282°8932 
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CoCo VIEw RESORT 





Roatan, Honduras Bay Islands 


Playa 


ig ue 
Beach Mowse 
rentals 


Beautiful 2 and 3 

bedroom oceanfront 

vacation rentals on Roatan, 
Honduras Bay Islands. 

Dive and meal plans available. 
For more information, call 


Dive 
Honduras! 





Call 1°800°282°8932 


Current Honduras Bay 
Island diving conditions: 
(352) 588-3046 


PO BOX 877 

SAN ANTONIO 
FL, 33576 
352°588°4131 
PAX 352°588*4158 








lots of particulate matter, and while it’s 
good eating for fish, it can cut cross-water 
visibility to 60 or 70 feet. Vertical visibil- 
ity can range from 150 to 200 feet. 
Further east is Lighthouse Reef, home 
to the famous Blue Hole, a 450-foot-deep 
hole ringed by a coral reef, and Half 
Moon Caye. Half Moon Caye offers wall 
diving starting at 40 feet topped by a sandy 
slope. The wall itself is about 30 feet 
across and is a sheer drop to several thou- 
sand feet. Grooves in the wall form narrow 
channels with sheer reef on both sides. 
Mountainous star coral and black deep- 
water gorgonians are among the species 
growing at this 1.5 mile stretch of wall. 


Glover's Reef can find some of the most 
unspoiled diving anywhere in Belize. 


Andrew Stockbridge, manager of 
Lighthouse Reef Resort, said the reef is 
regarded as a premier dive spot largely 
due to the Blue Hole and Half Moon Caye 
as well as Long Caye. Long Caye, which 
is at the south end of the system has a 
shallow reef at 20 to 25 feet, which ends 
in a sheer drop into the abyss, plummeting 
2000 to 3000 feet. Half Moon Caye has a 
sandy bottom that runs off to about 50 
feet before the reef climbs to about 35 
feet. The other side of the reef is the 
abyss. Both Half Moon and Long Caye 
offer spectacular sheer wall diving, but 
Half Moon also is dotted with tunnels and 
swim-throughs that offer divers some- 
thing different. On the north end of the 
reef , where the resort is located, a two- 
step reef surrounds the system. The reef 
starts at 30 to 40 feet and drops to a sandy 
bottom at about 110 feet. That’s where a 
second reef starts, plummeting into the 
deep Caribbean. Stockbridge said encoun- 
ters with eagle rays, turtles and blacktip 
reef sharks are common, but despite all it 
has to offer, Lighthouse is still a good 
way to escape the underwater crowds. He 
said there is very little traffic at the reef, 
and even at its most crowded, there won’t 
be more than half a dozen boats on the 
reef at one time. 

Divers willing to make the 72-mile 
crossing from Belize City to Glover’s 
Reef can find some of the most unspoiled 
diving anywhere in Belize. Mike 
Finestein, who owns Manta Resort at 
Glover’s said demand for sheer-wall div- 
ing isn’t too high because most dive boats 
stop at Turneffe or Lighthouse rather than 
continuing across the sea. Finestein said 
while the operators may save fuel, the 
divers miss diving that is “a cut above the 
rest.” Although Finestein has the only 
resort at Glover’s Reef, he also has resorts 
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A Fantastic Tour Package Offering the Best of Two Worlds 
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ROATAN and COPAN ae. , Tankah Dive Inn 
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complete dive facili offering . oe - BAN ett +4 74 foot new house with five bedrooms, a 
outstanding diving a along , > aaa! td ee dive shop, and restaurant size dining 
the world’s second largest hacer sie) == a we facilities with bar. Twenty yards from the 
door, sitting in a bay that is ideal for 
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Be, highlands of Honduras. is a coral barrier reef that runs the gamut 
i of the entire Yucatan Peninsula of 


Mexico. Just past this reef is arguably the 
best diving in the world. 


Customize your diving adventure by 
choosing from backyard diving off 
Tulum, excursions to the Chinchorro 
Banks and Cozumel. From June | - 
August 31st, our rates are lower than 
they will EVER be! Please call us before 


Roatan ie a we fill up. 


800-328-8897 / 800-962-9746 


409-687-9975 fax 
email: jclark@sat.net 
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3 nights at the Sleep Inn 
& 2 days UNLIMITED diving 
$479 pp double occupancy. 


Includes hotel tax, service charge & airfare from 
Miama w/transfers based on mid-week travel. 

















7 nights at the Sleep Inn 
& 6 days UNLIMITED diving. 


$91 9 pp double occupancy. 


Includes hotel tax, service charge & airfair from 
Miami w/transfers based on mid-week travel. 


© Specific dates apply 

Excellent accommodations at the Sleep Inn 
¢ On-site swimming pool 

¢ Comforatable, modern dive boats 

e UNLIMITED DIVING! 


MGDIRE _Ttours 


11910 Greenville Ave., Suite 208, Dallas, TX 75243 
Fax (972) 480-8634 ¢ (972) 907-0195 


800-527-6366 


mooretours@worldnet.att.net 
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Located justairew miles away, 
another, An | 

resort Our 

sister 


on the untamed East End of Grand a Cavan 


CAYMAN DIVING LODGE 
is a small dedicated 
diving lodge on our 
own private beach. 


for lees a teunation 
and reservations 


http:/jwww.caymandivelodge.com 


SCUBA TIMES 


no crowds 
on-site bar 
live-in staff 
no tourism 


all-inclusive 


f [- } 1} 
ull-time che€y 


private beach 

no cruise ships 

no cattle boats 

“no tourist diving 
private boat dock 
on-site restaurant 

Yom Cliligelitmaetelii th. 
on-site dive operation 
10-12 divers maximum 


2 spacious 45° dive boats 





at Turneffe and Blackbird Cay and has 
dived throughout Belize. Glover’s is the 
youngest atoll in Belize and tends to 
attract lots of big pelagic marine life, 
including lots of turtles. The north end of 
the system drops in a sheer wall which 
begins in about 30 feet of water with most 
of the diving above 110 feet. 

In southern Belize offshore from 
Placencia, is an extensive system of 
islands with more than 40 GPS-mapped 
sites and covering about 400 square miles 
of reef and bottom, offering excellent div- 
ing off the beaten path. Wade Bevier, who 
handles dive operations for Rum Point 
Inn, said the size of the area means there’s 
terrain for any diver at any level. 

Laughing Bird Cay, a Belizean nation- 
al park, was also recognized in December 
as a World Heritage Site, along with the 
Belize Barrier Reef. The 16-square-mile 
park, which encompasses an atoll that is 
about 60 to 70 feet deep at its center and 
includes a small island at its southeast 
corner, offers sheltered diving regardless 
of the weather, Bevier said. 

The Silk Cays, islands at one of the 
entrances to the barrier reefs, and 
Ranguana Cay offer nice deep diving 
along canyons and walls. The sheer walls 
at the Silk Cays drop to about 1500 feet. 
At Ranguana the wall slopes downward to 
about 200 feet before dropping off dra- 
matically to more than 1000 feet. 

He said diving in both areas and 
throughout Placencia offers a good mix of 
hard and soft coral and a diversity of fish 
that gives divers a chance to see an aver- 
age of 70 to 80 species per dive. In May 
and June, whale sharks also can be sight- 
ed along the wall. 

While the diving is among the best in 
the world, Belize also offers visitors a 
chance to get off the beaten path and out 
of the water. Cockscomb Basin Wildlife 
Sanctuary is a popular day-trip for visi- 
tors, and there also are kayaking and bik- 
ing trips available for people who want to 
explore Mayan ruins in the North or the 
rain forest but don’t necessarily want to 
go on a guided tour. Jungle resorts dot the 
interior, and cavers can 
find as much adven- 
ture inland as they 
can offshore. | 


David King is i 
a former newspa- © 
per publisher and a 
current professional ~ 
writer living in Brewton, 
Alabama with his wife and two children. 
He first visited the Caribbean in the late 
1970s where he lived on coconuts and 
diving in Roatan, Honduras. 
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Honduras 










Dive into Nature - Snorkeling . Fish & Coral - Jungle Sounds - [sland Hikes - Kayaks 


Call 1-800-524-1823 ¢ Fax 305-572-1902 


_htte://www. baymanbayclub. com ° email: reservations @baymanbayclub. com 





Bay Islands 
Beach Resort 


At the Bay Islands Beach Resort on Roatan, 
Ted and Cam O’Brien have created the perfect 
balance between a highly professional full-ser- 
vice dive operation and a laid-back, intimate 
bed-and-breakfast style dive resort. With only 
24 - 38 guests each week, it is easy for them to 
adjust schedules, meals, and activities to their 
guests’ desires. The resort’s highly successful 
“Rent The Entire Resort” plan allows dive 
clubs, dive shops, group leaders and scuba 
instructors use of the resort’s facilities and staff. 
An ideal place to take groups! 





Bay Islands Beach Resort is 44 acres of 
panoramic waterfront and hillside within the 
Marine Reserve. A two-story Spanish-style 
plantation house and beach villas sit amidst 
beautifully landscaped property with fruit and 
nut trees, flowers, and towering coconut palms. 

Just off the beach is the famous Spooky 
Channel, one of the best shore (and boat) dives 
on the island. Swim through an eerie crack in 
the reef which opens onto the breathtaking wall. 
Or snorkel along the pristine reef and view the 
spectacular display of fishes and corals. 

Eight-day packages include seven nights’ 
air-conditioned accommodations, 16 boat dives 
(two in the morning, one in the afternoon, one 
night dive), unlimited shore dives and three deli- 
cious meals a day. Festivities featured are the 
Tabiyana Beach picnic trip, Land Crab Safari, the 
traditional lobster buffet and Limbo and Punta 
Party with music and dancing on the beach. 


BOOK IT! Group leaders call for “Rent The 
Entire Resort” details. An individual seven- 
night package is $725 pp/do; non-divers, $650 
pp/do. Call your local dive shop or Bay Islands 
Beach Resort toll-free at (800) 4 ROATAN or 
(561) 624-5774, fax (561) 624-7751. 















DON FOSTER’S 
HAS YOU COVERED. 


Now Featuring 3 Locations and 
all your diving needs 


HOLIDAY INN GRAND CAYMAN 


Don Foster’s is proud to announce our 
partnership with this popular 7 Mile 
Beach hotel. Our full service dive & retail 
shop offers a variety of watersports activi- 
ties. Our boats depart directly from the 
beach and all packages include a daily 
buffet breakfast — a divers favorite! 
$477 pp/do 





RADISSON RESORT GRAND CAYMAN 


Celebrating our 7th year as the hotel’s 
“in-house” dive operator, Don Foster’s 
continues its respected tradition of provid- 
ing a fun and safe dive experience for 
each guest. The Radisson’s appealing 
new look is “diver friendly” and invites 
guests fo return again. . . and again. 


$569 pp/do 
CONDO PACKAGE: 


Looking for an economical get away? 
This condo package offers all the com- 
forts of home in a cozy, island-style 
atmosphere. Just a few steps from our 
Royal Palms Beach headquarters, you’re 
never more than 15 minutes away from 


any 7 Mile Beach dive site! 
$450 pp/do 


Full Certification Classes 
Photo Pro Courses 
Camera & Video Rental 
Instructor Courses 
Retail Stores 
Watertoys 
and much more... 


There’s no place like the 


THE CAYMANS 
800-83-DIVER 


Tel. 972-722-2535 Fax 972-722-651 | 
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Fifty-five feet below the surface, we slipped through a hole in the 


bottom of the ocean. As we drifted down the column of blue light from the 


opening, three large sharks swam out of the darkness to join us. We were in 


an unexplored giant coral cavern. Huge stalac- 


tites hung from its ceiling. Below us, 

our lights illuminated a sand-debris 

cone sloping downward into the depths. 
We were diving Belize, but this was 

not the Blue Hole. It was pitch 

e)lola @melileMinteMachys lank 

walls were too distant 

for our dive lights. 

We were diving 

into something no 

one had ever 

explored in depth. 





IcE AGE DIVING IN TROPICAL BELIZE 


Submerged Evidence of 


Prehistoric Humans 


TEXT AND PHOTOGRAPHY BY BOB BURGESS 


first heard about this site months ago 

but had been unable to dive it. Five of 
us had chartered a boat and for a week 
were diving the off-the-beaten track areas 
of the Belize southern barrier reef. Foul 
weather forced us into South Water Cay 
where Blue Marlin Lodge is located. That 
night, Colorado-born divemaster Denny 
Nelson mentioned that they had recently 
found a hole in the bottom of the ocean 
that led down into what once had been a 
dry cavern. No one knew how big the 
place was, but everyone knew sharks and 
occasionally giant jewfish stayed there. 
There was no marker on the site, and the 
entrance was “no bigger than three billiard 
tables,” as Denny described it. Inside, you 
descended a shaft of blue light joined by 
sharks and surrounded by columns of 
stone stalactites. When Denny described 
what he thought he saw on the bottom at 
over 100 feet down, I was anxious to pho- 
tograph what he had found. It seemed to 
be evidence of human habitation. But 
since the cavern probably hadn’t been dry 
for at least 10,000 years, that last inhabi- 
tant may have been Ice Age Man. Denny 
said they were purposely keeping the 
sunken cavern’s location a secret to pre- 
vent it being over run by curious divers. 
No one had yet explored it to any extent, 
but Denny occasionally took in divers 
with at least cavern-diver certification. 
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Unfortunately, our trip was ending, 
and we were pressed for time. Best I 
could do was get Denny to agree to take 
me there if and when I could get back to 
this remote dive resort the following year. 

Back in Belize, I checked on a way of 
getting to South Water Cay. It involved a 
small inter-island airline and native 
boatmen to reach the island. After 
that, it was another long boat ride to 
the hidden location of the entrance 
far below the sea’s surface. 

I sought a more interesting way of 
getting there. Before leaving Belize, 
I met Mike and Donna Hill of Fort 
Collins, Colorado. They charter-sail 
their 45-foot catamaran Stingray out 
of Belize City. They agreed to sail 
me there when I returned. The fol- 
lowing spring, Stingray picked me 
up, and with sunny skies and all sails 
straining, we sailed south through the 
protected waters of hundreds of tiny, 
uninhabited tropical islands that dot 
the southern barrier reef. Our desti- 
nation was the southernmost dive 
facility on this barrier reef, the Blue 
Marlin Lodge. 

Our dive was set for the next 
morning and would include Denny, 
myself and his Belizean boat captain. 
Since the site was several miles to 
the north, in the middle of nowhere, 


we used one of the resort’s fast, open 
boats made for covering water at high 
speed. 

After skimming a few miles through 
the islands, the boat captain suddenly 
throttled back, we drifted to a stop and he 
indicated we were over the site. There 


The Stingray. 
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were no markers. Just open water. The 
only sight of land was two islands smudg- 
ing the distant horizon. 

“Are you sure this is the spot?” Denny 


asked his boat captain. 

The man broke into a broad grin. “Yes, 
sir,” he said. “This is it.” He ‘set the 
anchor confidently. Until then, all I had 
noticed were his eyes occasionally shift- 
ing to take in the distant islands on the 
horizon. Could he have possibly ranged 
us in that tightly to a hole on the bottom 
of the ocean no bigger than three billiard 
tables? It seemed impossible. From the 
surface, we saw only dark water, but in 55 
feet of water, what can you see of the bot- 
tom anyway? Moreover, the water looked 
murky. Not exactly the kind of viz you 
wanted for pinpointing a dive target. 

But we need not have worried. On the 
bottom, 55 feet below our boat, our guide 
had put us within five fin strokes of the 
hole. It was as Denny had described it, 
ringed by rocks, a black opening in the 
bottom the size of three billiard tables. 


Denny switches on his hand light and 
eases down through the hole first. I follow 


with camera and strobe. Behind me comes 
the boat captain. 

First thing I notice is the instant chill 
of the place. A thermocline knifes through 
my diveskins. Some difference from the 85 
degree water outside the entrance. 

Troll over and look up toward the hole 
in the ceiling. We’re in a dim blue celes- 
tial spotlight. I snap a photo of the boat 
captain above me framed in the roof-top 
opening. Then large broad- 
headed brown nurse sharks 
curiously slip out of the 
gloom and undulate their 
way around us. Denny had 
told me the last time he was 
there he was joined by a 
200-pound jewfish. No sign 
of him. 

Below me, Denny motions 
with his light. He moves hori- 
zontally. I follow him to a 
wide, vertical column of rip- 
pled brown stone. He runs his 
light up it. We never see its 
top. It’s a massive stalactite 
suspended from the ceiling. 
With our dive lights, we spot 


{his might have been a fire site used by Early Man 







when this was a dry cave during the Ice 
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Massive stalactite 
suspended from the 
ceiling of the cave. 


Below: Possible fire site 
used by Early Man when 
this was a dry cave dur- 
ing the Ice Ages. 


others. I motion Denny to stay where he is 
for a photo of him beside the tip of this 
dry-cave formation. Then we head down 
into the darkness. 

After a stretch of inky black water, the 
sand debris cone appears. We hover 
above it, our fins up and careful, then 
ease down its sloping side with Denny 
leading the way. The sharks have undulat- 
ed into the darkness. The water is crystal 
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All-Inclusive Beachfront Resort 


LOOK WHAT'S INCLUDED FOR NON-DIVERS: 
Sailing * Kayaks ® Windsurfing ¢ Unlimited beach snorkeling 


Snorkeling boat trip to fascinating underwater coral gardens 


Sunset cruise ® Plus: All meals @ All domestic drinks 
Club tips & taxes ® Nightly entertainment * Much more! 


800-327-2254 or B00-FAX-R-FAX 


http://www.barbachano.com 
*Diving is included when staying in a Jr. Ocean Suite, Corner Suite or a 


Master Suite. Free diving is not included with any special offers or coupons. 


ONCE A YEAR SPECIAL 


Dive the World Famous Barrier Reef 
Special Prices . Daily Prizes . Parties . Fun for All 


YOUR CHOICE OF FOUR WEEKS & GREAT RESORTS 

OCT 4-007 11: UNDERWATER PHOTOGRAPHY 

OM 11-0018: = FAMILY & SNORKELING 

OCT 18-OCT 25: = SPECIALTY DIVING (ADVANCE COURSES AVAILABLE. 
OCT 25-NOV 1: ENVIRONMENTAL WEEK 


HOTELS: BANYAN BAY VILLAS ¢ ROYAL PALM ¢ BELIZE YACHT CLUB 
PARTICIPANTS & SPONSORS: BELIZE TOURIST BOARD © ADVENTURE 
WATERSPORTS © AMIGOS DEL MAR © BOTTOM TIME DIVERS © DIVE ALERT 

DEEP BLUE THREADS © MAYA AIRWAYS © REEF DIVERS © REEF KEEPER 
INTERNATIONAL © SEALIFE REEF MASTER © CAMERAS @ SEAVISION © TMO © TUSA 
ULRICH COMMUNICATIONS © WATERPROOF DIVING WETSUITS 


AU G Call Today - Limited Space 
2 EXPERIENCE THE ADVENTURE TOURS 


#4[800.815.5019] 
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clear, but our lights fail to find an oppo- 
site wall. The cavern could be over 100 
feet wide, but no one has been down there 


long enough to find out. | met , ¥ . CPhI T 
Our lights find bottom just below us. I . C) a LS of BELIZE 


glance at my computer. It reads 115 feet. 


Denny is near the side where the rock | | f YARIBBEAN’S FINEST 





wall rises. He fixes his light on something 
he wants me to see. I ease over to him. His 
light shines on a small stalagmite about 
two feet tall. A counterpart to one of the 
drip stones hanging from the ceiling, for- 
mations that can only form in a dry cav- 
ern. On the bottom near it is something 
that appears to be black charcoal. This is 
what Denny wanted me to see. The area is 
well under the cavern roof 60 feet over 
our heads, which suggests that if it is 
charcoal, this might have been a fire site 


Truly the Caribbean's unexplored frontier, the 
Atolls of Belize offer diving unparalleled anywhere 
in the Caribbean. These three giant rings of coral, 
Turneffe, Lighthouse and Glover's, are three of only 
four coral atolls in the Western 
Hemisphere. The winding reefs 
Lighthouse Reef dotted with hundreds of 
et séResort picturesque islands provide more 





elize . 








used by early man when this was a dry Turneft diving opportunities than Cozumel, 
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cave during the ice Ages. scientists T eff Blue Hole Grand Cayman or Bonaire. 

believe that during those times, so much urne c Qs Flats M4 we 

of the earth’s water was frozen that Island tm 


ANATOMY OF 
ade AN ATOLL 


The atolls of Belize rise over | 000 feet from the 


oceans were 300 to 600 feet lower than 
they are today. Early man lived in caves. 
When glaciers finally melted, these sites 
were flooded and have remained so for at 


least the last 10,000 years. A ocean floor creating a coral system sheltering a vast 
Is this a 10,000-year-old fire pit? : profusion of sealife. The atolls offer everything 
Tempting though it is, I don’t touch the | Glover's Reef from sheer walls to caves to finger reefs covered 


material to see if it is charcoal. We care- 
fully avoid disturbing the site. Denny sig- 
nals for us to start up, following the verti- 
cal wall of the cavern. 

As we draw closer to our entry point, 
Denny’s light sweeps across the backs of 
two large brown nurse sharks lying on 
rock ledges along the wall. Startled by 
our presence, one shark moves off deeper 
into the darkness while the other turns 
and swims past me. 

Shortly after that, Denny gives us the 
thumbs up, and we ease through the roof- 
top opening into the welcome warm water 
below our boat. 

In the days that followed, Stingray 
sailed us leisurely back up the chain of lo Book Your Trip lo The Atolls 
barrier islands, stopping daily to dive and . 
explore interesting islands. I had found 


with sprawling stands of a wide variety of corals. 
Belize’s Blue Hole, an attraction for all atoll dive 
resorts, is one of the natural wonders of the world. 
Perfectly symmetrical, over 1,000 feet in diameter 
| and 480 feet deep, diving Belize’s Blue Hole is a 
surreal experience. 


Combine the Caribbean’s best diving with first class 

service at quality private diving resorts and you 

have a world of diving that is truly the Caribbean's 
finest. 








the perfect way to explore these off-the- TURNEFFE FLATS : 
beaten-track dive sites. But sailing back to 888.255.9241 © 605.578.1304 888.444.8020 ° 941 439.6600 
reality was bittersweet. IN www. tflats.com , 

email: flats@blackhills.com 





Special thanks to Mike and Donna Hill 
at Fanta-Sea Charters (303) 226-1193 and 
Blue Marlin Lodge. 


Bob Burgess is the author of many dive 
books including Diving Off the Beaten 
Track, an Aqua Quest Publications guide- 
book to little known but unusually fine 
diving areas of the Caribbean and 


Bahamas. For more information about 
this book, call (800)-933-8989. 
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Where happiness lives™ 


You'd be surprised to discover what lies 


beneath the surface of our turquiose seas. 


Avuba not only has an abundance of virgin reefs, 


choice dive sites, and drop-offs for divers of all levels. 


We also have the greatest number of 
underwater wrecks in all the Caribbean. 
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pick-up logo DIVE WITH THE TEAM! 




















n/d ‘96 Rick, Leo, Adolfo, Alex, Guillermo, David, 

pg. 21 Julie, Su Zanne & Emmit. Professional and Call today! 
PADI DIVE Fun/Two Great Boats Hotel/Dive Packages 

CENTER We dive all wrecks and reefs http://www.redsail.com 












TEL/FAX: Pampered diving from beginner to expert e One and two- 
| tank dives, night & wreck dives e Hotel/Dive packages 
US.K.J.DIVE starting at $214 for 4 days/3 night stay e Diving only 


packages starting at $125 for 5 tanks  Top-of-the-line 
equipment, custom designed dive boats « Three complete 
dive & watersports centers at Aruba’s finest hotels 











LOCATED AT ARUBA 
PALM BEACH RESORT 













A COMPANY BUILT BY DIVERS, OPERATED BY 
DIVERS & DEDICATED TO THE SERIOUS SCUBA DIVERS 


PADI and NAUI Certified Instructors on Mermaid Sport 
Sz Ay 


PELICAN WATERSPORTS, INC. 


2 Modern Dive Centers with 3 custom-built dive boats and top- 
quality rental equipment. Two-tank dives, wreck dives, reef 
dives, night dives, shore dives and more. 
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me Divers N.V 
& Tel/Fax: , 
4 ee eles lwo- AS Na ae 8.35546 =s Dive/Hotel packages available at La Cabana, Holiday Inn and 
ves, night dives a Ne -297-8- 





Wyndham Beach Resorts. 














We'll lead you to the best dive sites in Aruba. For more information or 


Weekly four dive packages starting at $99.00 reservations: 


to unlimited diving for $245.00 as scheduled. 
(Restrictions Appy. Call or fax for details) 








P.O. Box 1194, Oranjestad, Aruba 
Phone: 011-2978-31228 
Fax: 011-2978-32655 













Located at Manchebo Beach Resort 
E-mail address: mermaid@mail.SETARnet.aw 















For the perfect dive experience: 





e Direct Flights from Tampa, Miami, 
Newark, Baltimore/Washington 

¢ Complete dive packages 

RUBA e Call your favorite dive travel expert or 










* 
Equinnent Rental 
Williamsstraat #8, Oranjestad, Aruba 
Tel: 27337 - Fax: 21817 








Air Aruba Holidays (800) 677-7888 
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The Bucuiti Beach Resort and Red Sail Sports 














po a, pea have teamed up fo present you with the ultimate 
BUCUTE BEACH ve package. 
RESORT ARUBA — Superior accommodations A | 
— Boat or shore dives -— Different dives daily ~~ = ) 2 - 
800-223-1108 — Transportation to dive sites Your pleasure is OUT only business 


1-800-TO-ARUBA 
or visit us at http://www. interknowlege.com/aruba or email: atanj@ix.netcom.com 








CARIBBEAN. . . DIVE INTO ADVENTURE WITH US!! Special 
Summer and Fall dive packages: CAYMAN. . .$975 Air/7nts/édays 
diving/breakfast. BELIZE. . .$795 Air/7nts/édays diving. ROATAN. . 
$895 Air/7nts/6days diving/3 DAILY MEALS. COSTA RICA. . .$975 
Air/7nts/édays diving/breakfast. Daily departures, for information 
call Experience The Adventure Tours, 1350 SW 57th Ave., Miami, FL 
33144, 800.815.5019 - 305.261.6648 fax 


DUTCH CARIBBEAN CURACAO. . . Dive from land, from boat, 
from air, with the Eden Roc Dive Center, PADI 5 Star IDC Facility, located 
at the Holiday Beach Hotel & Casino, call: 800-400-5244 

email: edenroc@ibm.net, 

Direct Tel/Fax: 011-599-9-628878. 

Internet: htto://www.antyrus.com/dive/edenroc.html 
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AROUND THE CARIBBEAN. . . Scuba Times Magazine's Dive 
Travel Directory. Your DTD ad will reach 108,000 of the most qual- 
ified dive travelers in the industry. Collectively, STM readers plan to 
spend a total of $125 million on dive travel in 1997. You can chan- 
|_| nel those funds to your property or boat. For more information con- 
| tact your Advertising Representative at 


904.492.7805/800.234.0060 or fax 904.492.7807. 


AROUND THE WORLD... Scuba Times Magazine's Dive Travel 
Directory. Your DID ad will reach 108,000 of the most qualified 
dive travelers in the industry. Collectively, STM readers plan to spend 


a total of $125 million on dive travel in 1997. You can channel 
those funds to your property or boat. For more information contact 
your Advertising Representative at 904.492.7805/800.234.0060 
or fax 904.492.7807. 
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| BVI. . .~ Bitter End Yacht Club, North | COZUMEL. . . Presidente Inter-Continental 


SIPADAN. . . A Diver's Paradise. 











Sound Virgin Gorda, BVI — A luxury island 
resort located on the most unspoiled and 
secluded Caribbean anchorage. Adventure 
dive packages for the beginner to the 
advanced diver. Divers have the choice of 
diving on their own or w/the famous 
Kilbride Scuba Team. For more info on our 








Adventure Packages call 800-872-2392 


| Cozume!. Experience the ultimate scuba div- 


ing at the island’s only AAA/Four Diamond 
resort. Located on the south side of the island 
near all major dive sites. Scuba Du Dive Shop 
and boats located on premises. Beach dives 
directly from the hotel pier into the 
Caribbean’s most beautiful coral reefs. Call 





| 800-327-0200 for reservations | 


Experience the famous wall dive site, 
hanging coral gardens, and the ever- 


changing scenario of rich marine life. 3 
boat dives daily and unlimited beach dives. 
Sundeck overlooking spectacular sunsets. 
Pulau Sipadan Resort TEL: 6089 765200 


FAX: 6089 763575/6089 763563 Email: 
psrt@po.jaring.my 
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Sponsored by Ikelite Underwater Systems 






You know how easy the single-use cameras are to use and the excellent results they 
provide above water. Now you can get the same simplicity of operation and excellent 
results underwater. Start with the Ikelite AquaSnap, a 35mm single-use 27 exposure 
camera and place it in an Aquashot II housing. The results are amazing. Sharp, colorful 
photographs rivaling those taken by expensive underwater camera systems. 
Operates to 125 feet (38m). 


Water Correcting Lens allows close focus for sharper more colorful photographs. 
Macro Kit focuses 8' for close-ups of small marine creatures. 
Substrobe AQ/S helps to eliminate backscatter and provides more light for enhanced color. 





Grand Cayman's Hotel For Divers By Divers 


No need to worry where to buy cameras for the 
Aquashot II housing. Ikelite now offers a disposable 
camera for use above water or in the housing. The 
AquaSnap camera features built-in flash and 
27-exposure film. Available at your local dive shop. 





ikelite 


Underwater Systems ¢ 50 W 33rd Street 
: Indianapolis, IN 46208 
Substrobes at your local dive shop. 317.923.4523 
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A FORUM FOR UNDERWATER VIDEO / PHOTOGRAPHY 
54 Portfolio: Digital Imaging so Filming Squid se Expectant Wolftels oo Photo &A oe 2 Using Zoom lenses oe North Sulawesi 





Killer whales pass through this kelp at the north end of Steep Island every summer as they cruise through Discovery Passage 
in British Columbia. Too shy for photographers, this orca was actually captured on film over 100 miles away in the tank at the 
Vancouver Aquarium. Both shots were taken many years ago with a Canon F-1 and 15mm full-frame fisheye lens and recently 
merged digitally using photo manipulation software into one dramatic image by photographer David Fleetham. 


MAY/JUNE 1997 53 








PORTFOLIO 


Higital Imaging 


MAKING THE MOST OF A PHOTOGRAPH 


TEXT AND PHOTOGRAPHY BY 


i cannot count the number of times I have seen the “per- 
fect photograph” while looking through my camera’s 
viewfinder and then not been able to capture it on film. 
The light was wrong, I had no model, the sea was too 
rough, the strobes would not fire, the marine life did not 
feel like cooperating with me that day. The list is utterly 
endless. Underwater photography is the least forgiving 
environment for recording images onto film. But for 
quite some time now, the new digital technology has 
increased the possibility of creating pictures or improv- 
ing on old ones. 

There are a variety of methods for getting your 
images into your computer. Film scanners have come 
down to the $1000 range, and for those not interested in 
such an investment, your images can be digitized onto a 
Kodak Photo CD, for a few dollars each, which is the 
method used for the images you see here. 

Once in the computer, the Photo CD format offers a 
number of choices in resolution depending on what your 
final output will be. I worked with the largest of the res- 
olutions which is just under a 20 megabyte file size. All 


a, 


a“ 


SCUBA TIMES 


DAVID 


FLEETHAM 


of the images represent two or more separate pho- 
tographs that were combined using Adobe Photoshop to 
produce the final product. The work was done on a 
Power Macintosh computer with 72 megs of RAM. 
Combining images in layers meant working with a sin- 
gle file which would at times exceed 140 megs. 

As my Photoshop instructor put it “the only limita- 
tion with this program is your imagination.” I’ll add one 
























but to that — you have to have good images to start with 
before you can generate a final product. 

On the cover image, a diver was removed from the 
original photo of the British Columbia kelp forest and 
the orca was added. The photo of the diver and leafy sea 
dragon (right), is two photos merged into one. The 
ornate butterflyfish was added to the original image of 
the green sea turtle (left). The half-above / half-below 
shots were originally photographed with a full-frame 
fisheye lens held right at the surface in an Aquatica 
housing. The focus and exposure were set for the surface 
image of the west Maui mountains, and the bottom half 
of the picture was added later in the computer. 

Contrast, brightness, lighting direction, sharpness, 
backscatter and shadows were all adjusted to varying 
degrees in each of the images. The files were then run 
through a film recorder which produced 35mm 
transparencies to bring the process full circle and back 
to film. 

There is, and probably will always be, a puritanical 
debate between photographers as to what is “right” to 
do and what is considered improper. It is a debate for 
another article. When I watch dinosaurs chasing Laura 
Dern through the jungle, I think to myself — well, at 
least what I do is based on reality. IN 















David Fleetham is a marine photojournalist living 
on Maui, whose images are published around the 
world. His underwater photos have graced the covers 
of many publications, including Life magazine. 
Email photo@maui.net 
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White Uhristmas 


THE TRADITIONAL SQUIDLY FEAST 


TEXT AND PHOTOGRAPHY 


When I was a kid growing up in Little Rock, 

Arkansas, the Christmas season meant cold 

weather and the possibility of snow. The hope 

of a white Christmas made us check out the 

weather forecast the week before Christmas a little closer 

than we did most weeks. Three or four times in my child- 

hood, we had some snow, at least enough to make a lot of 
Christmas carols more meaningful. 

For the past 20 years or so, I have lived in San Diego, 
and Christmas in southern California is a very different 
experience. As much as I have tried to get into the spirit of 
the season, things just don’t feel the same when it’s 75 and 
sunny for the 10th day in a row. I know better than to com- 
plain about it, but I do wonder what is going on in the minds 
of the local kids when they sing about sleigh rides and 
snow. There aren’t too many “Santa hangs ten” Christmas 
carols that I am aware of. 

But this year, things were different in southern 
California. Despite being all bundled up on Christmas Eve, 
I was aware of the cold. My surroundings were totally 
silent, and it was white for as far as I could see in every 
direction. This was a white Christmas if ever there was one. 

Well, yes there was a catch. Bundled up meant in my 
drysuit, and the cold came from the mid-50s water tempera- 
ture. The white was not snow, ice or anything close. It was 
squid eggs. The sandy sea floor of the La Jolla Submarine 


SCUBA TIMES 


BY MARTY 


SNYDERMAN 


Canyon was almost totally obscured by a shag carpet of 
snow white egg casings. Each 10-inch-long casing con- 
tained approximately 200 eggs. 

For the gang I have dived with in San Diego for the past 
20 years, checking out the squid “run,” a natural phenomena 
in which the squid mate, lay eggs, die and get devoured, is 
as much of a December tradition as sending out Christmas 
cards. Our dives and get togethers help me get into the spir- 
it of the season. 

This year the tradition was a little different for me than it 
has been in past years. That’s because Rocky Strong and | 
needed to film a sequence about the squid and any sharks 
and rays their presence attracts for the television special we 
are co-producing for the PBS series Nature. Common, or 
market squid, Loligo opalescens, are a keystone species, 
playing a vital role in the food chains of myriad species 
including blue sharks, pilot whales, sea lions, harbor seals, 
dolphins and a host of open-sea fishes. The squid are 
believed to live for one year, mate and die. When they die, 
they are scavenged upon by bat rays, round stingrays, angel 
sharks, horn sharks, sculpin, rockfish, lobster and many 
other species. Interestingly, for the most part the egg cas- 
ings are left alone, being protected by a distasteful protein. 

Most of the mating occurs at night, a fact which presents 
a bit of a problem to a film crew. Squid are attracted to 
lights. The problem from our perspective was that as soon 











as we turned our movie lights on in the water, we became 
engulfed in a sea of squid. The lights are like a magnet. No mat- 
ter what we did, we couldn’t get out of the squid. Swim as far as 
you want as fast as you want, but you are not going to out-swim a 
single squid in an ever-growing gathering of thousands. 

It’s ridiculous and would be laughable if we didn’t have a job 
to do. That’s the Catch 22. We wouldn’t have been diving if it 
weren’t for the squid, but since we had a job to do, we found the 
numbers of squid to be extremely frustrating. At times, I couldn’t 
shoot film because I couldn’t see through the dense gathering of 
squid to frame a shot. In fact, a lot of times I couldn’t even see 
the sea floor even though I knew I was hovering just above it. I 
couldn’t see my assistant Mark Thurlow either, but because we 
were using our MK 155 closed-circuit rebreathers, I could hear 
him laughing. It beats crying, and besides, he gets paid no matter 
whether Rocky and I are getting our brains beat in or not. 

What made things difficult to accept was that the mix of ani- 
mals attracted to the squid feast is a little different every year, 
and while this year we had not seen any sharks, we had seen a lot 
of thornback rays, round stingrays and bat rays. We needed to 
film these rays in the squid eggs to make our ray sequences 
stronger. And here we were surrounded by three species of rays 
while we were engulfed in squid, but things were “too good,” 
and we couldn’t shoot film. Ah, wildlife film making. 

The first time Mark and I tried to film a few nights earlier, 
things were going just as I had hoped for. We had a lot of rays in 
the squid eggs and reasonably clear water. I raised my camera to 
my eye, and then the movie lights blew up. Unbelievable. Mark 
was too kind to laugh out loud, but even if he had, I wouldn’t 
have heard him. I was too busy grinding my teeth and chewing 
on my mouthpiece. 

If this had been a topside shoot, we would have simply 
changed a lamp in a matter of minutes and been back on the job. 
But underwater is a bit different. The lamps hadn’t just burned 
out. They exploded. Salt water got into everything. We had to 
ascend, make a safety stop, get into a frame of mind that would 
enable me to deal with life and then see what we 
could do to make repairs. 

What we could do is what we did. Up anchor 
and call it a $750 night. But this business teaches 
you by beating you up one side and down the 
other on a continual basis that you just can’t give 
in to the temptation to throw up your hands and 
quit. So the next night, there we were again. 
Anchored on site as the sun sank into the Pacific. 
Our weather was holding, and we had another 
crack at the rays. As soon as we got underwater, 
we found some stingrays in the eggs, and I began 
to film. A few minutes later, the lights blew up. I 
did not feel like a glass of Christmas cheer. | felt 
like I wanted to down the whole damn bottle. 

But I reminded myself that we were profes- 
sionals. No quit in us, and tonight I had brought 
spares. We changed lampheads, and within an 
hour, we were back at it. Two minutes later, a 
lamp blew up. I pretended not to hear the smoth- 
ered giggling noises coming from Mark’s direc- 
tion. Call it a $1,000 night. Home again and 
nobody better be singing any #@&%!-ing 
Christmas carols. 

But in this profession, you just can’t quit. So 
we used the next day to repair the lights and my 
attitude. I didn’t bother to look at my checkbook. I 
didn’t need to. I saw the numbers all night long 


when I tried to sleep. Producers always do. 

The amazing thing is that I have used this design of light for 
several years without a single problem. So have filmmakers 
Howard Hall and Bob Cranston. None of us could figure out 
what was happening. The thing I learned is that there are just 
some things in life that will forever remain a mystery. Why me? 

The following day, the boat engine wouldn’t crank. It would- 
n’t even make a sound. I looked at Mark with a look that said 
anything but Merry Xmas. He pretended to have to use the head, 
but I could hear him laughing as he walked away. If laughing 
beats crying, I can assure you the gap was narrowing. 

The next day it rained, and the day after it was Christmas Eve. 
Conditions were good, and you never know how long they will 
hold or how long a squid run will last. It could go on for months, 
or it could be ending. In the underwater filming business, we 
know we need to film ’em while the filming is good. But it was 
Christmas Eve, and I didn’t have the nerve to ask Mark if he 
would work. I was afraid he’d just laugh. 

But when Mark called and asked me if I wanted to go to work 
on Christmas Eve, I didn’t even hesitate. I started packing before I 
hung up the phone. We launched the boat at two o’clock in the after- 
noon and were on site for one afternoon dive and three night dives. 

On our second night dive, the concentration of squid was not 
as dense, and I had the opportunity to film a bat ray nestled in the 
eggs and got a number of takes of thornback rays and round 
stingrays. We might have as much as 90 seconds of the final 
film. It is indeed a season of miracles! 

We got out of the water around 11:00 p.m. and looked up into 
the bright Christmas lights on shore. I was finally feeling 
Christmasy all over, just like I always do when its cold outside 
and white for as far as I can see. IN 


Author of Guide to Marine Life: Caribbean - Bahamas - 


Florida, STM contributing editor Marty Snyderman enjoys 
calamari in their natural habitat rather than deep-fried. 


Common market squid mate over 
egg casings on sea floor 
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THE WOLF EELS 
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& The wind tears at my drysuit with frosty fingers, 
nipping at my cheeks with icy teeth. Nothing 
can keep me from plunging into British 

Columbia’s frigid “Emerald Sea,” however, for 
deep beneath me live two of my dearest friends, the wolf eels. 

Many a time I have visited these strange, fleshy-jowled 
beasties in their rocky abode off Breakwater Island near the 
city of Nanaimo. Far below the waves, they have flown 
curiously from their den to greet me, undulating through the 
cool green water like mythical dragons. They have wrapped 
their tails lovingly around me, begging to be stroked or fed 
an urchin snack. Their Muppet-like faces, permanently con- 
torted into toothy grins, have always made me feel like part 
of the family. 

Wolf eels are not true eels (order Anguilliformes), but 
rather wolffish (family Anarhichadidae) in the order 
Perciformes. They can live up to perhaps 30 years or more, 
growing to over eight feet long. Though juvenile wolf eels 
live a solitary existence, they eventually mate for life, resid- 
ing in rocky dens (down to 750 feet deep) which the territo- 
rial males guard ferociously from each other. Powerful jaws 
and canine teeth help them to subsist on a crunchy diet of 
crabs, mollusks, sea urchins and the like. Wolf eels range 
along the West Coast from Alaska through Northern 
California, while a closely related cousin wolffish is found 
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BRANDON COLE 


in the North Atlantic Ocean. As wolf eels frequently live in 
the same den for many years, divers have a chance to visit 
them regularly. Subsequently, many of these endearing 
creatures have grown accustomed to human contact. 

Getting back to my buddies — where are they? I can’t find 
them anywhere! What did I do to spurn their affections? Where 


. Kurmudgeon 
guard egg mass. 








is the warm wolf eel welcome I’ve always 
taken for granted? 

Friendless, I reach their craggy domain 
at 90 feet and peer gingerly inside. 
Usually cheerful jaws now gnash at me in 
warning. Both eels are tightly wrapped 
around a glistening mass of pearly pink 
eggs. Although I had read about this long 
ago, I never expected to see this rare spec- 
tacle firsthand! Judging from the tiny dark 
eyes staring at me through the translucent 
eggs, my friends are about to become par- 
ents any day now. 


In late October females usually 
lay their free-floating ball of 
nearly 10,000 eggs which the 
male then fertilizes. 


In late October females usually lay 
their free-floating ball of nearly 10,000 
eggs which the male then fertilizes. Both 
fish guard these eggs from friend or foe 
until they hatch 13-16 weeks later as tiny 
one-inch babies. Once born, there is no 
parental care. The wriggling wolflings 
cloaked in brilliant orange and purple 
polka dots have to swim away, finding 
their own crevices to avoid being vora- 
ciously vacuumed up by a _ hungry 
cabezon or other large reef resident. As 
they mature, they adopt the charcoal gray 
and black skins of adults. Females are 
usually smaller, darker and quite svelte, 
whereas males don’t seem to age as 
gracefully. Their faces are large and pale, 
rippling with flabby triple chins, their 
teeth protruding at odd angles. Some peo- 
ple think they resemble an overweight 
bulldog who’s just run into a brick wall. 

Out of time for such contemplation, | 
smile at the wolf eels and wriggle my 
glove in farewell as they stare up at me, 
patiently remaining furled about their pre- 
cious brood. Perhaps on my next visit to 
the den, I'll be greeted by even more of 
my wolf eel friends, but for now, I peel 
myself away and make the long journey 
back up to that other world and the icy, 
wicked wind. 


Brandon and Melissa Cole are fre- 
quent contributors to Scuba Times and 
reside in their new home in Spokane, WA. 
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For more information, please contact your local Ocean Technology Systems Dealer 
or contact Ocean Technology Systems direct: 2950 Airway Avenue, D-3 © Costa Mesa, CA 92629 
© (714) 754-7848 © (714) 966-1639 fax © 


DIVESKINS Ill XTR. Our newest 
neutrally buoyant Fleece suit is 
composed of three layers: knit pile 
fleece, poly-urethane and Tricot. 
The inner poly-urethane layer is 
waterproof, so it’s warmer than 
other Fleece lined suits. Features 
include: shoulder pads, spine pads 
and new removable knee pads. All 
™\ eXTReme suits are anatomically 


sculpted to fit better. 


FREE! Neutrally-buoyant vest 
with each purchase. 


Call for the dealer nearest you. 


By Oztex, Inc., 7709 SW Nimbus Ave., Beaverton. ‘OR 97008 1 -800- 827- DIVE 
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Photo USA 


FUZZY PHOTOS /STILLS FROM VIDEO 
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Question 

The pictures that we took with our underwater 
camera in St. Thomas and Aruba came out very 
fuzzy. The camera is an Ansco disk camera in an 
Ikelite housing. We didn’t use a flash because it was very 
sunny. My sister’s camera, which only goes down to 12 
feet, took very clear pictures. I don’t understand. 

Please help. Thank you! 





Ben LaLone 
Via Internet 


Answer 

A lot of things conspired against you, any one of which 
could have caused fuzzy pictures. Probably the biggest 
problem was depth. As light passes through water, it is 
absorbed very rapidly. Three times faster than it is absorbed 
when it passes through air. Even though it was very sunny, 
if you went much below 20 feet, the light level probably 
was low enough to require the camera’s exposure system to 
either completely open the lens’ aperture or slow the shutter 
to its slowest speed. Opening the lens reduces the depth of 
field which is the amount of the photograph that is in 
acceptable focus from the foreground to the background. 
Slowing the shutter speed can also cause fuzziness due to 
motion of the camera or the subject. The neutral buoyancy 
we experience in water causes us to be in some kind of 
motion almost constantly. The motion can be either our own 
movement or movement caused by the water. It creates a 
much greater opportunity for image blurring. Your sister 
was limited to less then 12 feet of depth and with the bright 
sun, her camera was probably working with a higher shutter 
speed and/or a lens that was closed further down. The faster 
shutter speed would help stop blurring due to motion, and 
the small lens aperture would increase the depth of field, 
putting more area in focus. Both would result in sharper pic- 
tures. 

Not using flash was still another problem. As light pass- 
es though water, color is also absorbed out. All white light 
is made up of the seven colors of the spectrum. This 
includes sunlight or the light of a photoflash. At five feet of 
depth, the red portion of the spectrum starts to disappear, 
and by 30 feet, only blue is left. This holds true even in 
bright tropical sunlight. This loss of color causes the photo- 
graph to look very blue, creating a lack of contrast. This can 
increase the appearance of fuzziness. 

Both the film and the camera you used also added to the 
problem. Most disk cameras have a relatively low-quality 
lens. When you put this behind the plastic of the housing 
and then shoot though water, you’re pretty much guaranteed 
to have unsharp photos. Disk or 110 film produces a very 
small negative, considerably smaller than even 35mm film. 
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Scott Frier is a Scuba Times 
Contributing Editor and technical 
representative for Nikon 


When the film is printed, it has to be enlarged much more 
than most film formats. This really emphasizes any fuzzi- 
ness that may be caused by the water or the lens. 

In the future, I would use a flash. If it’s a small flash or the 
built-in type, stay very shallow (less than ten feet) to get some 
additional help from the sun. Get close to your subject, 
within three or four feet. If you really want good pictures, 
you will need a camera system designed for underwater use. 
This can get expensive, especially if you’re only an occasional 
diver. You might consider renting the equipment when you 
need it. Spend the money. Your pictures are worth it. 


Question 

I am currently shooting video underwater with a housed 
Sony video camera. I would also like some still pho- 
tographs. I have seen devices that will allow you take an 
image off the video and convert it to a photograph. How 
does this type of system work, and what kind of quality can 

I expect from these type of pictures? 
David Grannis 
Via Internet 


Answer 

The device you are thinking about is called a frame grabber, 
and there a several of them on the market. They connect 
between your video camera and your computer and allow 
you to “grab” and “digitize” a video image so it can be 
imported into the computer. The digital image can then be 
manipulated and finally printed. This sounds like a pretty 
slick system, but there are some major drawbacks to consider. 

First, the image quality leaves a lot to be desired. 
Compared to film, video images are of a much lower quality. 
The image from your video camera is probably 640 x 480 
pixels. This produces a fraction of the resolution of 35mm 
film. By comparison, a professional quality, dedicated still- 
image digital camera captures an image more than double 
this size. Even with this larger, higher-resolution file, it is 
difficult to produce a high-quality print much past 8x10. 
With the video system, you will, at best, be able to produce 
mediocre snap-shot size images (31/2 x 41/2). 

However, these type of images work fine on home pages 
within the Internet. In fact, many of the images on Scuba 
Times Online are video captures. Check them out! 

In addition, you need to consider the computer. To work 
with photos, even these small file sizes, requires some com- 
puter muscle. At the very least, you’ll need a 486 
(Windows) or 040 (Mac) processor, 16 megabytes of RAM, 
and a 250 megabyte hard drive. Depending on what operat- 
ing system you use, even these minimums may not be 
enough. 

Photos from your video camera sound like a dream come 








true, giving you the ability to do two 
forms of photography at once. To a very 
limited extent, it’s true, but as the old saying 
goes, you can’t have your cake an eat it 
too... at least not yet. 


Question: 
Will airport X-ray machines really hurt 
my film? 
Ernie Grant 
Apalachicola, FL 


Answer: 

Yes! Signs on many airport X-ray 
machines claim that films below 1000 
will not be harmed but this is only partial- 
ly true. Research by independent labs has 
shown that X-rays affect all film! The 
effect is more evident, however, in higher 
speeds films. Also keep in mind that X- 
rays are cumulative and when you travel 
you may pass your film through more 
than one X-ray machine when you 
change planes or return home with 


unprocessed film. 
film! 





K-Tays affect all film! 


Don't attempt to stick your film in your 
luggage to avoid the X-rays. Many air- 
lines also X-ray baggage and they use an 
even higher dose of X-rays on luggage, 
making the effect on your film even worse. 

Most photography stores carry X-ray 
proof bags for transporting film. These 
work for carry-on baggage but don't use 
them in your luggage. The higher dose 
machines can penetrate some bags mak- 
ing it useless and if the X-ray cannot pen- 
etrate it you may have a big problem with 
security. They are going to wonder what 
that black mass in your suitcase is. If you 
use the X-ray proof bag at carry-on secu- 
rity check you will most likely have to 
open the bag and empty the contents. 

The best thing to do is carry your film 
in clear plastic bags in your hand luggage. 
This way you merely have to lift the 
entire bag out of your luggage and the 
security people can easily inspect it with- 
out having to open the bag and take the 
film out. If you have a lot of film and need 
to save space take the film out of the card- 
board boxes but leave it in the plastic con- 
tainers. When traveling through an airport 
in the U.S. don't let security personnel tell 
you must put your film through the X-ray 
machine. The law clearly states that you 
have a right to have your luggage hand 
inspected. 








Discover Christmas Island 


A Diver's Christmas Year-Round... 
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Standard is much more strict than 
what is generally regarded as 
acceptable for oxygen compatible 
air. 


Take advantage of our special offer 
to obtain free air quality testing for 
one year, when purchasing a complete 
blending station. 


Condenced Hydrocarbons: 0.009mg/m 
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"This is unconventional; the best filtration 
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USING ZOOM LENSES 





TEXT AND 





BA Housed Cameras 
At Y Housed systems give you the advantage of see- 
Cut ing exactly what you shoot although they are 
bulky and require more maintenance and tinker- 
ing when setting up. With them I can use all of my lenses 
underwater, ranging from a l6mm full-frame fisheye, 
18mm, 20mm and even a 24-50mm zoom lens. As shown 
above, I took advantage of my zoom lens for two distinctly 
different shots, without changing position or cameras. 


Image A — Lionfish and soft corals, Sipadan Island, 
Borneo. Nikon F4 in Aquatica housing, Nikon 24-50mm 
zoom lens with Nikon 6T close-up diopter, Ikelite Ai strobe 
on half power, SR2000 slave, Kodachrome 64, 1/60 second, 
f/5.6. By zooming in close on the lionfish, I was able to cre- 
ate a different composition than Image B. This photograph 
was taken with the lens zoomed to its narrowest focal 
length, 50mm. 
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NORBERT Wu 


Image B — Lionfish, diver and soft corals, Sipadan 
Island, Borneo. Nikon F4 in Aquatica housing, Nikon 24- 
50mm zoom lens with Nikon 6T close-up diopter, Ikelite Ai 
strobe on half power. SR2000 slave, Kodachrome 64, 1/60 
second, f/5.6. Being able to use a zoom lens underwater is a 
great boon. I was able to photograph this lionfish up close 
among the soft corals and then make this composition as 
well by zooming the lens to a wider angle. Because the 
autofocus capability of the camera takes care of focus, the 
gear formerly used for focusing the lens can be used as a 
zoom control instead. This photograph was taken at the 
widest setting of the lens, 24mm. 


Norbert Wu regularly leads natural history and photog- 
raphy expeditions to the planet’s finest diving. His 
photographs have been widely published in books and mag- 
azines worldwide. He is a contributing editor to Scuba Times. 








REVIEW 


Beneath the See in 3-0 


by Mark Blum — Chronicle Books 1997 


If you have ever 
spent hours in 
conversation 
with non-divers, 
only to fail to 
describe the 
intricate beauty 
of the underwater world, then a new collec- 
tion of photos by Mark Blum, presented in 
an innovative way, will help. Beneath the 
Sea in 3-D is a unique collection of 
stereophotographs. 

No more stuttering and hand waving 
while you try to explain how it feels to see a 
grouper swim toward you with its mouth 
wide open looking for dinner. Just turn to 
one of the more than 40 3-D photos and 
have them look through the special lenses that 
are bound into the back cover of the book. 





The stereophotographs are shot with a 
single camera using two lenses simultane- 
ously. This provides two images taken from 
two different perspectives. These images 
are then placed side-by-side and when 
seen through the 3-D lenses, the brain com- 
bines both pictures into one very realistic 
image that really jumps out at you. 

The effect is amazing, bringing out 
details and characteristics of sea life that 
go unnoticed in regular photos. With this 
collection at your side, your non-diving 
friends will certainly become your newest 
dive buddies. 

Mark Blum has hauled his camera 
equipment to the Caribbean, Thailand, 
Malaysia, Indonesia and Fiji to create 
award-winning images. When not diving, 
he resides in Pacific Grove on Monterey 
Bay, California. His book is available for 
$18.95 through Chronicle Books (800) 
722-6657. 

3 — Daryl Carson 
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trips. Snorkeling in front. Maid, 
meals, satellite TV, stereo, A/C, 
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beach road. Easy access to town 
by taxi. Daily, weekly rates. 

For brochure, call 1-800-801-0865 


www.scubatimes.com/mexico/dzulha.html 
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« Water detector 

* Superior wide angle optics 
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Tough housings. Durable. Simple. Field maintainable. 


Proven and preferred by professionals. 
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Photography USA 
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NIKONOS*” repairs are our specialty! 


Underwater Photo-Tech 
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DISCOVERING NORTH SULAWESI 


TEX Te. ACN DP AO: FiOrton Re A Be By 


ES, The dinosaur made a thunderous exit. Wave 
ie after wave of tsunamic magnitude whooshed 


rd these mighty animals into a well of extinction. 

A series of earth-shattering collisions with 

Sundaland and Gondwanaland evolved a land mass of the 

weirdest oddity. An entomologist would describe it as a 

demented spider, a botanist might say it’s shaped like a 

Singapore orchid and to the common folks, it’s that wobbly 
“K” or “H” shaped island. 

One of the most geologically complex regions in the 
world with 18 volcanos — 11 still active — North 
Sulawesi is for curious divers with a quest for adventure. 
Sandwiched between Borneo and New Guinea, Sulawesi 
offers those who wish to be among the first to explore new 
frontiers, new coral and fish species. The geographical 
crossroad of transcontinental currents of the Indian and 
Pacific Oceans led scientists to conclude that the Sulawesi 


(Celebes) region is the epicenter of marine diversity. 
In 1990, a marine scientist from the University of Guam 
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documented over 150 gen- 
era of hard corals on 
Bunaken island, the princi- 
pal island of the Bunaken 
Marine Park in North 
Sulawesi. 

From a recent survey, 
3000 species of fishes are 
round: tere ‘ans the 
Indonesian archipelago, 
compared to 2000 plus in 
the Philippines and just 
over 1300 in Palau. As the 
distance away from 
Sulawesi increases, the 
number of species decreas- 
es with a species low of 125 
at Easter Island, far east of 
New Zealand. Marine sci- 
entists have confirmed that 
most of the reefs in North 
Sulawesi consist of over 90 
percent live corals, a high 
percentage relative to coral 
reefs around the world. In 
Aw addition, the number of 

endemic species here 
exceed those of the 
Philippines and Great Barrier Reef system (White, 1992). 

Due to the remoteness of the area, only the Bunaken 
Marine Park and the Sangie-Talauds islands of North 
Sulawesi are accessible to divers and marine naturalists. Dr 
Hanny Batuna, an epidermic disease specialist, opened the 
first diving resort in Manado in 1984 and in 1992 launched 
the first lrveaboard dive vessel. 

His beach-front cottages face the 75,275-hectare marine 
reserve comprising five islands. Its 3300-foot deep oceanic 
trench separates Kalasey and the reserve. The trench replen- 
ishes the reefs with nutrient-rich water providing a constant 
food source for resident pods of pilot whales, orcas and 
spinner dolphins. 

The underwater terrain of Bunaken Marine Park is mainly 
vertical walls that plunge deep into the abyss. The first 20 feet 
of water teems with a foliage of red, green, pink, purple and 
yellow colonies of tunicates, anemones, corals with fairy 
basslets, sponges and gorgonian fans. Every crack and 
crevice on the substratum are occupied by aquatic life forms. 








Massive congregations of pyramid 
gold, white and black butterflyfish 
(Hemitaurichthys polylepis), and blue 
royal fusiliers (Caesio xanthonota) frolic 
blithely along the wall. Napoleon wrasses 
(Cheilinus undulatus) cruise in the deeper 
water where giant species of pink, purple 
and yellow Dendronephythya soft coral 
dwell. 

Schools of hammerhead sharks hang 
out beyond the limit of artificial gills, but 
often a young delinquent or an ancient 
nautilus wanders to shallower water. 
Around the 100-foot depth, the walls and 
entrances of cavern systems are densely 
populated with pendulous pink sponges, 
red whip corals, short yellow and orange 
soft corals. 

The Sangie-Talaud islands, north of 
Manado, harbor some of the richest reefs 
in absolute pristine condition in the world. 
The dive sites are comparable to or favor- 
able to those of locations such as the Red 
Sea, Coral Sea, PNG, Solomon and 
Sipadan. The varieties of terrains range 
from oceanic seamounts, underwater vol- 
canos, sunken villages, atolls, wrecks and 
fringing to barrier reefs. The best way to 
explore the Sangie-Talaud islands is on 
the Serenade liveaboard vessel with Dr. 
Batuna. The signature dive on the 
Serenade is on the island of Ruang. 

The remnant of rich volcanic soil left 
behind by a 1949 eruption has evolved 
into one of the greatest wonders in the 
marine world. Recently, a team of marine 
photographers from the U.S. was so 
impressed with Ruang that they extended 
their scheduled two-day stop to five. 
Unequivocally astounded with the 
grandeur of the corals and fish life, they 
vowed to return. Schools of barracuda, 
eagle ray, rainbow runner, trevally and 
tuna patrol the steep slope. Here the cru- 
cible of creation spellbinds the intrepid 
visitors with a myriad of life among giant 
sponges, multi-colored pink, green and 
gold fans and whip corals. 

Other bewildering and mind-boggling 
dives include flying through a channel 
powered by a six-knot current, passing 
through surprised schools of kingfish, turtle 
and trevally, or a trip back to the past play- 
ing underwater archaeologist in a sunken 
village of 1892 at 150 feet. For the adven- 
turous diver, North Sulawesi beckons. IN 


Michael Aw is the author/photographer 
of the anthology Beneath Bunaken, and 
was awarded the Governor Gift of State 
for North Sulawesi. 
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International Diving Exposition May 30 - June 1 Hyatt Regency 

Hotel, 1200 Louisiana, Houston, 1X Benefit performance by 

“Little Texas” Friday evening, May 30 sSeaspace/ 

NAUI Seminars; Film Festival featuring Dr. Sylvia Earle, Dr. 

Graham Hawkes, Jim Church, Stuart Cummings and Bob Kjellberg 

Decompression Party Saturday evening, Int'l U/W Video & Photo Contest 

Great Prizes! Silent Auction! DEMA Dive In & Win Sweepstakes! Free admission to 150 
booth exhibit hall, U/W Photographic Display, Environmental Awareness area; Free intro to 
scuba and snorkeling in the Hyatt pool! For information and tickets, send a self-addressed 
stamped envelope to: seaspace Brochures, P.0. Box 3/753, Houston, IX or call 
713.467.6675. Visit us on the web at http://www.seaspace.ycg.org 
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AQVANCED DIVING JOURNAL 


SPEARFISHING 


ETHICS, ANTICS AND ACTION 
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With the anti-spearfishing crowd getting more 
vocal and the hunters trying to add legitimacy to & 
their sport, the fabric of this tradition is being 
stretched into new shapes and its future is 
being questioned. 
And while many divers don’t like to see their 
favorite photo subject blasted from the sea in 
what seems to be a Barbaric way, they still 
want to enjoy the delights of a giant 
seafood platter. 
Then again, bluewater hunters are a 
breed unto themselves. In this cover 
photo Terry Maas brings in a world 
record, 398-pound bluefin tuna (which 
still stands today), he shot in 1982 off of 
Guadalupe Island, Mexico. 
— cover photo by © Howard Benedict 
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ADVANCED DIVING ADVENTURE 


My Life in the Food-Chain 


A FISH, A SHARK AND ME! 


ubbles rising like an exclamation point, Jean Pierce 
lowered her camera and pointed, wide-eyed, 
behind me. 

| turned and looked. A squat, gray shape about the 
size of two NFL linebackers went cruising by about 20 feet 
away in the sub-Atlantic mist, the dorsal fin projecting like 
a mainsail. A glance at my dive computer showed 10 
minutes of decompression obligation already accumulat- 
ed. | raised a thumb in the “up” signal; Jean readily 
acquiesced. 

Had this been one of our regular dives, a shark would 
have called for a prolonged photo session. But it wasn’t a 
regular dive; we were shooting photos of spearfishing for 
a magazine article. | was the model on this dive, and 
already had two decent-sized snappers in the battered net 
bag | was using to hold my catch. One of the fish, not 
quite dead, was pumping out blood like a Sylvester 
Stallone movie. We'd heard that the sharks in this area of 
the Outer Banks could get quite aggressive around speartish- 
ers. Neither one of us was eager for a demonstration. 





The occasion was a sort of working holiday off the 
coast of North Carolina. Jean and | had put together a 
trip with the state tourism people to write on a variety of 
topics, including spearfishing which is highly popular in 
the area. Knowing that sharks would be common, we’d 
invited Marty Snyderman to join us. Marty, who single- 
handedly fills up about half the air time on the Discovery 
Channel’s “Shark Week,” was eager to get some photos 
of the fierce-looking, but actually quite docile sand tiger 
sharks which gather in considerable numbers on many 
Outer Banks sites. 


| 


After making dives on the U-352 and the Papoose, 
we'd come to the wreck of the E.B. Hutton, a freighter 
which was torpedoed by the Germans in WWII. Marty 
stayed down only a few minutes. The wreck, while well- 
populated with fish, was full of common species, already 
well-documented in Marty's stock catalogue. For spear- 
ing, however, it was perfect, so Jean and | stayed in to 
shoot a roll of film and, hopefully, to shoot enough fish to 
grill dinner that evening. 

In between a few set-up shots we managed to get a 
couple of fish in the bag. “In the bag” was literal; the 
mate on the charter had warned us that the local barracu- 
da (which can approach six feet in length) had become 
expert game-snatchers. Barracuda hunt primarily by 
sight, though, so we could defeat their game of snatch- 
and-grab by eschewing stringers and using a nylon 
game-bag instead. The mate had even gone so far as to 
loan me a game bag, an old one with a bent metal bail 
which (I soon discovered) was almost impossible to open 
one-handed. 

Atter chasing after a grouper which had obviously 
done this before, we ended up out of sight of the anchor 
line. That’s when Sefior Tiburon had decided to join the 
party, on which note Jean and | elected to call it a day. 

Except | couldn’t. Jean, who'd stayed above me for 
much of the dive, was clear on her computer, but | would 
have stops at 30, 20 and 10 feet. Still, given the bleeding 
fish in the bag, it felt good to see the depth gauge getting 
lighter. As we passed 40 feet, the bottom became a gray 
blur, and we continued ascending without an upline 
through misty water, our eyes on our computers. 

Until | noticed movement in the distance. There, indis- 
tinct in the haze, but on the same level as the two of us, 
was the same squat, gray shape we’d seen on the bottom. 

Oh-oh. Guess who’s coming to dinner? 

My first suspicion was that the shark was following us 
up. | stopped ascending and turned slowly, checking all 
points of the compass. Sure enough, there was the shark 
again, circling. 

At my waist, the game-bag moved as a fish within 
flopped, and a thin green fog of blood wafted out. 
Barracuda may hunt by sight, but sharks do not. Sharks 
have an acute sense of smell, able to detect even a tiny 
amount of blood in the water, and it was the blood from 
the game bag which undoubtedly was drawing this shark. 
Drawing it and confusing it because, while it saw two 
creatures nearly as large as it, its sense of smell was 
telling it “something small and weak is dying.” 

Turning to Jean, | lifted a thumb, pointed to my eyes, 
and cupped my hands: “Go up and look for the boat.” 


TOM MORRISEY 








eeeeeeceeoeooseoeeoeeeeeeeeeeeeesceeeceoeee eee eee eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeese eee ee ee eeeeeeeeeeee ee eee eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee ee 


She all too readily agreed and swam 
upwards. | turned back and considered our 
many-toothed problem. Sharks have small 
hearts and walnut-size brains surrounded by 
thick, tough cartilage. It’s possible to take a 
shark with a speargun, but those who do so 
will usually arm their spear with a power- 
head — a special tip which holds a large- 
caliber pistol round and a firing pin. These 
discharge upon impact, giving old serrated- 
tooth an extra-large dose of Dirty Harry per- 
suasion. My spear, on the other hand, was 
tipped with a small winged rock-point, suit- 
able for panfish and small gamefish. If | shot 
it at a shark, | wasn’t likely to do much more 
than annoy it. 

Still, | wasn’t all that worried. While | 
couldn’t kill this shark with my gun, the near- 
ly six-foot, pointy-tipped implement would 
still function as a pike — something to bran- 
dish and keep between me and old Munch’ 
Em. As an experiment, | pointed the gun at 
the shark and swam rapidly toward it. Sure 
enough, it turned and high-tailed it into the 
mist. Except it seemed to reappear almost 


instantly from another direction. What did | 
have here, a teleporting predator? It took me 
a moment to realize that | didn’t have a 
shark homing in on my game-bag; | had two. 

Lovely. Up top, Jean clanged on her tank 
with her dive-knife and pointed off to her 
right. Somewhere in that direction was the 
boat — home base, olley-olley oxen-free. | 
“okayed” her back and, in a moment of gen- 
tility which still astounds me, signaled for her 
to get out of Dodge and let me deal with the 
situation. 

Two sharks and eight long minutes of 
deco left. Hmmm. To make matters worse, 
the sharks had started to leave about 180 
degrees of separation between the two of 
them, so | could only watch one at a time. 
And sure enough, just like in the bad movies, 
they were circling more closely now. | 
charged again at the nearest one — it darted 
away but came back almost immediately. 

Meanwhile, Jean was calling the calvary. 

“Tom’s got sharks on him!” she yelled as 
she surfaced. On the boat, Marty Snyderman 
sprang into action, cowboying a tank and 


BC over his head and grabbing his mask 
and weight belt. 

“Sand tigers?” he asked. 

“No!” Jean replied. “Big, nasty, gray 
ones — bull sharks or something.” 

Marty slowed down. 

“How many?” he asked. 

Jean poked her head under. 
Unfortunately, at the same time, a group of 
large amberjack wandered through between 
her and me. In her agitation, she wasn’t 
geared to differentiate between species. 

“At least SIX!” she called back. 

The sea-savvy Snyderman shrugged off 
the tank and weight belt. Scowling pensively, 
he fished out his camera bag and selected a 
Nikon and an extra-long telephoto lens. 

Back in the water, the sharks had stopped 
circling and were now taking turns making 
lazy runs in my general direction. Charging 
them now had little effect. They were so close 
that | could identify not only species (sand 
bar shark), but gender (females). And neither 
one was acting like a lady. 

Giving up my lunch-money seemed like 
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all-purpose guns used in competition. The same It didn’t seem wise, so | turned the gun 


around and, just as the shark zeroed it, | 
spearguns are available to you through your local nailed her in the nose with the gun but. 


dive store. If you're serious about your sport, : You ee how they a sharks ee 
; extremely sensitive snouts — how you can hit 
go with the winner, ee, them there and they'll head for the next 
ocean? Well — bull-pockey. | hit this one so 
hard my arm rang, and all she did was veer 
away slightly and then turn around as if to 
say, “I like a man with a litle fight in him.” 
Bail, schmail. | didn’t bother trying to 
open the game-bag any more. | unclipped it 
and threw the fish — game-bag and all — 
as far away as | could. The shark turned 
towards me, then towards the sinking bag, 
then towards me, as if trying to decide 
whether “pissed-off” or “hungry” had priority. 
“Hungry” won. She swam down after the 
slowly sinking bag. My heart fluttered in 
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Teaching Bad Habits 


r ew issues in diving ignite passions more 
than the spearfishing issue. Views 
range from “It’s acceptable if practiced 
responsibly” to “Burn those spear-toting 
reef-rapers at the stake — slowly.” For 
underwater educators, this provokes a 
thorny issue: should spearfishing be 
taught through formal classes? 

A spear fisher does, after all, have an 
_ effect on the environment. And that can 
either be controlled (taking migratory 
species that commercial fishermen take) 
or disastrous (shooting an angelfish and 
then asking what it is). In the face of con- 
cern for the environment, the pro of teach- 
ing an underwater hunter course is that 
dive leaders may guide spearfishers to 
hunt only in environments that can sustain 
the loss to fish populations, to take only 
legitimate game fish of proper size 
(according to law), and to take only what 
the individual will eat. 

So, should spearfishing be promoted 
as an underwater activity — touted with 
the same zeal we give to Underwater 
Naturalist and Research Diver specialties? 

| don’t think so. Spearfishing differs 
from other diving activities and should be 
treated differently. Of all diving activities, 
only underwater hunting and collecting 
sets out, as their goal, to remove elements 
from the marine environment. Promotion 
of spearfishing implies encouraging peo- 
ple to speartish, rather than accepting that 
some people enjoy it, will do it, and can 
do so with minimal effect on the environ- 
ment. Of course, if too many people 
spearfish, no diving environment would 
be able to sustain a fish population, and 
speartishing would become a pointless 
activity, perhaps outlawed after the fact. 
In this respect, it’s actually in speartishers’ 
best interest to keep the spearfishing pop- 
ulation small. One way of meine this is 
keeping it limited*® hi 
seek it out.rather 
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The taking 
of giant gulf 
groupers 
such as this 
needs to stay 
a practice of 
the past. ssi 


When | started diving, 
the macho thing to do 
was go out and nail a 
300-pound jewtish 
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NTERVIEW 


PAUL HUMANN SPEAKS OUT 


he author of the well-known, Reef Identification books 

and videos, Paul Humann, has been diving and pho- 

tographing fish for decades. He is an active conser- 
vationist, environmentalist and proponent of divers’ 
rights. Recently, ADJ editor Tom Morrisey spoke with 
Paul at his home in Florida. The conversation turned to 
speartishing, and the following interview transpired. 


STM: Did you ever spearfish? 

Paul: Sure did. When | began diving in the ‘60s, spear- 
ing was the primary activity, the reason you got in the 
water — much as photography is today. But | made the 
move to photography fairly rapidly. By my second year of 
diving., | was taking pictures with a Brownie Hawkeye 
molded into a plastic housing. 


STM: What is your view now, on spearing in general? 
Paul: |’m very much against it. It’s probably the most 
destructive form of sport fishing, simply because it is the 
most selective. The largest and most mature fish are just 
naturally the ones which will be the prime 
spearing targets. Yet it’s known that, among 
the gamefish on a reef, it’s the large old 
mommas and poppas that are the great pro- 

ucers. Look at red snappers — for every 
single egg the young one produces, the more 
mature one will produce 212. By selectively 
spearing the large fish, you dramatically 
decrease the potential for offspring. 

















STM: But spearfishers will respond that, by 
and large, they're spearing for the table, tak- 
ing pan-size fish. 
Paul: What's a pan-size fish? You see a 
nice-size fish and you nail him. When | 
started diving, some friends of mine lived in 
»’ Sarasota, and the macho thing to do was 
go out and nail a 300-pound jewfish. | 
remember vividly one time that they 
speared one so large they couldn’t get 
him out of the water. They had to drag 
him near the beach and then use a Jeep 
with a winch to pull him out. Down in 
_ the Keys, you used to regularly see 
& pictures of spearfisherman with 
huge members of the sea bass 
family — groupers and so forth 
— that you simply don’t see 
anymore. Do you really expect 
me to believe that the average 


¥ 


spearfisherman would not spear a 
large grouper simply because it 
was too big for the pan? Let’s get 
realistic. 





STM: How would you propose getting 

back to a point where such species are common again? 
Paul: Everyone knows fish populations have dramatically 
decreased in Florida in the last 20 years. Size limits, catch 
limits, seasons — most of these so-called “solutions” 
haven't worked. Believe me, it is not just the spearfisher- 
men — it is just too many fish being removed from the reef 
to keep healthy breeding populations. In Pennekamp, for 
example, populations are still declining where spearfish- 
ing has not been allowed for over 30 years. The one thing 
that has seemed to work around the world are no-take 
zones or replenishment reserves. In the first draft of the 
Florida Keys National Marine Sanctuary Act, scientists 
wanted fo put a mere 6 percent of the area into several 
no-take reserves. Yet hook-and-line fishermen were 
opposed to any no-take zones. They organized and 
fought it so well that in the final draft, they got it knocked 
back to less than 1 percent and only a single reserve. They 
don’t want any restrictions and don’t have enough fore- 
sight to see where this is going to end up in the future. 


STM: You're against hook-and-line fishing as well? 

Paul: To a degree. I’m pretty tolerant of it because it is 
non-selective and the larger fish have a better chance of 
surviving if they're fished that way. But the sad fact is that 
sport fishermen are pretty much against any form of no- 
take zones and want to keep the status quo — which is a 
formula for disaster. They need to be educated on this 
unfortunate position, but that’s another subject. 


STM: What about if spearing were allowed only in a 
selective size window for targeted species — not too big 
and not too small — would that work? 
Paul: In addition to spearing the fish, | have another 
problem with spearfishing. They scare the fish away from 
all divers. Just look at the reaction of fish to divers inside 
the Pennekamp Reserve compared to outside. The majori- 
ty of divers do not spearfish. Doesn't this majority have a 
right to see fish in their natural state, without fear of 
divers? 

You know, here in Florida, jewfish have only been on 
the moratorium list since 1991, and divers are already 
seeing them again. 


STM: But if jewtish are coming back, it would seem that 








some selective restrictions are working. 

Paul: A charter captain | know has been 
taking people out now for several months to 
a shipwreck where the main attraction is a 
large jewfish. Two weeks ago, he took a 
charter out there and guess what — this big, 
magnificent animal had a spear in him. If 
spearing weren’t allowed at all, there’d be 
less chance of things like that happening. 

Let me give you another example of the 
problem. So many novices just don’t feel 
good if they don’t get something, and they'll 
shoot just about anything just to avoid the 
feeling that they’ve failed. Recently, | was in 
the West Palm inlet and saw three divers 
coming out of the water, and one of them 
was holding up a fish like it was a trophy — 
it was obviously the first one he’d ever 
speared — and it was a blue angelfish. 
Now, a true sport spearfisherman would 
never do that — and would say it happens 
rarely — but | wonder. 


STM: Many speargun manufacturers and 
other proponents of spearing are now 
encouraging divers to hunt bluewater, rather 
than reefs, and to concentrate on migratory 
species. What's your reaction to that? 

Paul: Bluewater spearing is certainly better 
than what’s happening now. It concentrates 
on gamefish which are taken by commercial 
fishermen anyway. But | wouldn’t endorse 
this on a wholesale level. | would object, for 
instance, to going after swordfish — the 
catch size is out of kilter, and commercial 
fisheries are already taking individuals too 
small to have reproduced. 


STM: Would you allow any spearfishing on 
reefs? 

Paul: If you look at most dive destinations 
around the Caribbean, speartishing is not 
allowed — because the reef-fish population 
enhances their economy — that’s why divers 
go there. But, personally, | would make this 
kind of a concession — let’s take great 
blocks of area out of speartishing but leave a 
few small zones. Speartishermen are taxpay- 
ers too but certainly should not be allowed to 
spear on the broad scale they do today. 

If the spearfishing population says they'll 
support such a stance, we as divers can get 
the legislation through. Then both of us can 
take on the hook-and-line people and get the 
no-take reserves that will sustain and improve 
current reef-fish populations for all of us. IN 
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Bluewater diver 
Gerald Lim 
demonstrates the 
soldier-at-arms 
position. 
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ADVANCED BREATH HOLD 


HUNTING ON A GASP OF AIR 


magine snorkeling on the open ocean, floating over 

water clear as ice. Below, the aquarium-like tranquillity 

of the multicolored baitfish is shattered by a silver tor- 
pedo. A wahoo crashes through the school at 55 miles 
per hour, leaving a severed fish in its wake. Take a deep 
breath and glide down 30 feet and level off. With spear- 
gun in hand, one eye is hunting tuna while the other is 
looking for sharks. A small part of your brain monitors 
oxygen reserves so you can surface without blacking out. 
You're a bluewater hunter. 

It takes courage to make the transition from the shore 
waters into the open ocean. Most scuba and freediving 
activities are oriented toward getting to the bottom. The 
bluewater freediver severs his psychological tether to the 
security and familiarity of the inshore reefs and bays. He 
swims far from shore, feeling naked, into waters many 
hundreds, even thousands of feet deep, where any animal 





can appear, and from any direction. He becomes part of 
the food chain. 

Armed with the air in their chests and a camera or 
spear, divers swimming the bluewater observe nature 
close up as silent bubbleless hunters. Bluewater hunters 
use the most environmentally sound way to hunt the 
oceans because they limit the number of fish they take 
and because they control the size, species and in some 
cases, the sex of their catch. They target pelagic fish 
which are widely dispersed and generally have a short 
life cycle. Hunting fish one-on-one, in their own environ- 
ment, bluewater hunters can be compared to American 
Indians who survived for eons armed with only their wits 
and spears. 

Free to roam with the wild animals, free to fly graceful- 
ly in any direction, the bluewater hunter experiences an 
exhilaration known only to trained freedivers. His mental 
ease and special physiological adaptations make him feel 
as if he has no need to breathe, now or ever. It is narcotic. 
Peaceful. Part of him feels as if he could remain suspend- 
ed beneath the waves forever. Well-trained bluewater 
hunters spend 40 minutes of each hour underwater. Their 
average dives last a minute-and-a-half, while the surface 
interval might take 20-30 seconds. 

For gear, the bluewater hunter uses a low-volume, 


high-visibility mask, a large-boar snorkel, weight belt, 
wetsuit, long freediver fins and a camera or a spear. His 
speargun, six-feet long, has an effective range of just 15 
feet. Attached to the spear is a stretchable-300-foot line 
and one or more floats. The floats serve two purposes, 
they help play and locate speared fish and they warn 
boaters of the diver’s presence. 

The origins of bluewater hunting date back to the late 
1930s when the first goggle-equipped, California free- 
divers dove from the beaches of La Jolla. Without the yet- 
to-be-developed snorkel and fins, these pioneers gulped 
air and frog-kicked their way to the shallow bottom where 
they gathered abalone, fish and lobster. 

Jack Prodonovich and Wally Potts, members of the 
oldest American diving club, the “Bottom Scratchers” of 
San Diego, led the way past the kelp forests out into the 
bluewater. Jack and Wally presided over the development 
of the mask, snorkel, fin, rubber-powered speargun and 
underwater camera. Imagine the thrill they felt when they 
replaced their nose clips and double-vision-causing gog- 
gles with the dive mask. About his first swim in the ocean 
with fins Jack recalls, “It was unbelievable, my new-found 
speed through the water made my hair wave and flow in 
the current!” After mastering near-shore reef fishing, the 
pair’s interest was drawn to the more elusive midwater 
species, white seabass and yellowtail. 

| recently spent a day with Jack and Wally pouring 
over their voluminous scrap books. At age 79 and 84, 
both divers’ memories remain as clear as the water they 
hunted. One picture leads to another story. Excitedly, they 
talk as one, each picking up the story line after the other. 
The constant theme is respect for their prey and for the 
bluewater experience. 

Today, Greg Pickering of Australia is one of the 
world’s best bluewater hunters. A commercial abalone 
diver, Greg spends half the year fishing for abalone and 
the other traveling the Pacific for bluewater fish. I’ve 
watched Greg make impressive freedives. Once while 
diving in a current in which we had to swim at a fast pace 
just to keep our position, Greg tipped over and dove into 
80 feet of water, tied our anchor rope onto the top of an 
offshore pinnacle and then surfaced a minute-and-a-half 
later ready for another dive. 

Bluewater hunting has its rewards, the opportunity to 
capture pelagic gamefish and to document bluewater 
inhabitants on film or video. Greg is a master of all three. 
He has the pending world record for the southern bluefin 
tuna, and he’s taken photographs of bluewater species in 
their natural habitat. Recently, this silent, two-minute-a- 
dive stalker captured schools of elusive Mexican yellowfin 
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tuna on video, just feet from the lens. 

Hunting the bluewater has its risks: boat 
accidents, shallow-water blackout, line tan- 
gles and sharks. Most bluewater divers avoid 
shark encounters by exiting the water when 
sharks appear. Divers never spear them 
except in self-defense. Greg tells of a close 
call he had while diving with his friend Peter 
Herbert (Herb) of New Zealand in the water 
off northwest Australia: 

“Herb and |, swimming along the edge of 
the drop-off, came across a dozen silvertip 
sharks. Even with no fish in our possession, 
they became very aggressive, circling 30 feet 
below. The biggest, about seven feet long 
and scarred along its back with apparent 
mating wounds, broke from the pack. 
Swimming upward in a spiral fashion, it 
came close to Herb with its mouth opened 
slightly. It charged. Herb had no choice but 
to spear the brute. It was knocked senseless 
for 10 seconds before it started thrashing 
wildly. It rushed me next, and I, too, fired. 

It kept thrashing and rolling, eventually 
becoming tangled in both of our float lines. 
Before | knew what was happening, the shark 
had rolled its body up in my line, its head 
tangled around my right leg. My line had 
caught on my leg-mounted knife sheath, 
allowing the shark to roll up in the line 
against my body. Frantically, | pushed its 
head away with my gun, trying desperately 
to prevent it from biting me. It was only after 
the rubber strap broke on my knife sheath 
that | could free myself from this Siamese tan- 
gle. Miraculously, | remained uninjured.” 

Greg represents a growing segment of 
the diving fraternity interested in developing 
their freediving skills while at the same time 
interacting with the wild animals of the open 
oceans. 

What separates the snorkeler and the 
freediver? One breath of air and an inch 
underwater. Join us in the open water, 
observe the wild animals but watch out! 
You may get hooked on Blue Opium. IN 


Terry Maas is a freediving veteran with 
38 years of experience and holds consecu- 
tive spearfishing records for bluefin and yel- 
lowfin tuna. His 1992 video Bluewater 
Hunters has been viewed by over 40 million 
people. Maas’ first book, Bluewater Hunting 
and Freediving, was published in 1995 and 
his current book, Freedive!, co-authored with 
David Sipperly, covers all aspects of the 
sport of freediving. 
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Spearfisher Julie 
Riffe at the 1996 
Nationals in 
Honolulu, Hawaii. 
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ast year, at the Bill Crow Memorial Dive Tournament 

off Todos Santos island, the winning fish was a 38- 

pound white seabass taken by J. Riffe. But the “J” in 
this case was not Jay (a well-known West Coast spearfish- 
erman). It was Julie — his 23-year-old daughter. 

“I feel really dumb admitting this, but | forgot to bring 
a knife that day,” recalls Julie, a world-class free-diver 
who was recently featured in a pictorial in OUTSIDE mag- 
azine and works full-time helping her father with his 
speargun business. “And the fish was so big — it just 
ripped the gun out of my hands, so | fought it from the sur- 
face. Then | made about 20 or 30 free dives over the next 
half hour, getting my gun, my line and my fish out of 
the kelp.” 

Divers like Julie — winner, with 
Linda Gray, of the U.S. National 
Championships in Hawaii last year — 
are splitting open the stereotypes which 
have long kept spearing a predomi- 
nantly male sport. But women spearfish- 
ers are still rare enough to cause com- 
ment. | hunt a little in the frigid waters of 
Northern California, where cabezon 
and lingcod can generally be spotted 
around rocky pinnacles and kelp beds 
just offshore. Occasionally, we'll cruise 
the sandy flats for halibut. Generally, 
my hunting partners are male. 

Recently, | had the chance to talk 
with active spearfisher Jan Mackey, 
who lives near Pensacola, Florida. 
When | asked her why more women 
divers don’t hunt, she responded 
unequivocally: “| do not know.” 

About 10 years ago, Jan started 
hunting with her brother’s pole spear 
before switching to band-guns. Now 
she and her husband take off frequently in their boat, 
motoring anywhere from eight to 25 miles out into the 
Gulf of Mexico to hunt cobia, amberjack, triggerfish, and 
the occasional grouper or red snapper. 

Now, personally, | first tried hunting out of curiosity. 
Would | like it? How would it feel? On my first hunt in 
North Carolina, | was tremendously relieved when my first 
couple of shots hit absolutely nothing. But on the third 
attempt, | grazed a hapless fin fish. Bits of its flesh were 
torn from its body. | felt terrible. 

When | mentioned this to Jan, she said that her moti- 
vation was fueled in large part by the nature of diving in 
the gulf, namely poor offshore visibility, coupled with very 
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few colorful reef fish — conditions similar to my own. We 
both enjoy eating fish, which, of course, is a big motiva- 
tion. But when talking to Jan, it’s pretty obvious what real- 
ly attracts her to the sport; you can hear it in her voice 
even if she doesn’t say it. It’s the excitement of the hunt 
and the satisfaction of being a skillful hunter. 

“Amberjacks and cobia are especially fun to pursue, 
but they’re big and powerful,” she says. “It can be dan- 
gerous. If you don’t get a real good shot on them, they 
can go ballistic and wrap you up. It takes a while to calm 
down some of the bigger fish and get them on a stringer. 
Also, you might have to chase the fish. During that time, 
you're exerting a lot of effort, using a lot of air. A big 
grouper, on the other hand, won’t go crazy on you. The 
grouper, as well as snapper and triggerfish, are more 
likely to try to get under a structure and hide when they 
notice that divers are in the water. They may take a while 
to pull out.” 

It’s very important to keep track of your air supply, she 
warns, when hunting the big fish, and to make sure you 
don’t shoot something bigger than you can handle. “Also, 
whether you’re a man or a woman, you have to be com- 
fortable in the water, and that is the most important 
requirement for spearfishing.” 

“Cobia or amberjack will be free-swimming, so you 
have to just watch out for them. | love the taste of cobia, 
and | enjoy shooting them the most; they’re more of a 
thrill. We don’t always see them; when we do, they just 
happen to swim by, so it’s an open-range shot. There’s 
more skill involved in that.” 

Jan aims for the back of the head at the backbone. “If 
you don’t kill it right away, you usually paralyze it,” she 
says. How good is she? “Well,” she says, “I have good 
days and bad days. It’s not that difficult, but it depends on 
how often you go.” 

Jan and her friends hunt year round since water tem- 
peratures stay fairly mild in the Gulf. From November 
through February, they head out once or twice a month, 
but from March through October, they do most of their 
hunting. The fishing is actually better in the winter, she 
says, even though the seas are rougher. There is less pres- 
sure from other divers, the visibility is better, and the cold- 
er water seems to bring the fish in closer to shore. 

Recalling a halibut hunt of my own north of Monterey, 
California, brought predators to mind. While skimming 
the wave-sculpted sandy bottom in about 15 feet of visi- 
bility, a large mass brushed by me so quickly | never actu- 
ally saw it clearly. As the adrenaline fired through my 
body, visions of the Great White consumed my mind, and 
| don’t mean the premium bottled variety. 
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| was immensely relieved that the dive- 
bomber turned out to be a rude sea lion, but 
then | started to wonder, “Why, exactly, did 
it zip by so fast? Was something chasing it? 
Could that something be far behind?” 
Suddenly, | wasn’t having fun anymore — 
the thought of turning from predator to prey 
was not appealing. 

So | asked Jan if she had encountered 
problems with sharks. “Not normally,” she 
answered, “but there are some pretty 
aggressive ones around here — tiger sharks 
and bull sharks. We don’t see them very 
often. 

“The closest incident was when | was in 
the water by myself at the end of a dive, and 
| didn’t see anything as | was sitting on the 
anchor line with a lot of [speared] fish. My 
buddy had just gone up to get on the boat. 
Atter doing a safety stop for another five 
minutes or so, | got to the back of the boat 
and threw my fish on board. All of a sudden 
the people in the boat looked back and said, 
‘Get in the boat, NOW.’ | didn’t ask any 
questions. They somehow lifted me onto the 
boat with my legs hanging off, and there 
was this big bull shark coming fast, right 
behind me.” 

Does she have any qualms about hunt- 
ing? “I don’t think about it that much; | try not 
to think about it that much because | really 
enjoy eating what we catch. I’d much rather 
eat what | shoot. | know where it’s been — | 
won’t even touch anything in a fish market.” 

Many veteran spearfishers seem to have 
their own rules, far beyond what local fish 
and game laws mandate. Free-diver Julie 
Riffe comments, “Bluewater hunting — hunt- 
ing in deep water away from reefs — is far 
and away the fastest-growing area of the 
sport. And it’s a responsible way to hunt, 
which avoids depleting reef fish. It’s amaz- 
ing; | talk to people now who live hundreds 
of miles from the ocean but will travel to free- 
dive and hunt bluewater.” 

While spearfishing among men and 
women may be growing, my preference, by 
far, is still to photograph marine life rather 
than killing it. Nevertheless, after flooding a 
Nikon 8008 and spending sums of money | 
don’t even want to think about on film and 
developing, engaging in a sport that results 
in actually putting food on the table sounds 
pretty sensible. IN 


Jean Pierce is a contributing editor to 
STM and fregularly hunts for specialty wines 
at her home in the Napa Valley. 











“LT use the Dive-Alert on every dive I make... 


The Dive-Alert allows me to be found quickly on ' 
the surface and provides a tremendous safety edge. 
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could save their lives, literally." 


Bret C. Gilliam 
President, Technical Diving International 
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In spearing, 


non-existent. 


ADVANCED SPEARING 


Journaments 


SHOOTING FOR GLORY? 


resumably, if you read this magazine, you’re a diver. 

So am |. Ostensibly, that makes us brothers under the 

skin — or neoprene, as the case may be. But I’m will- 
ing to say there’s a better-than-even chance that | can get 
your dander up simply by making two statements: 

1) I'm a spear-fisherman. 

2) | regularly hunt in spearing tournaments. 

Now, before you pull the pin and toss that thing, let me 
also tell you that | am a trained biologist, that | teach biol- 
ogy and chemistry at the high school level, and that 
there’s a chance — just a chance — that I’ve probably 
thought this through a little bit more thoroughly than those 
who would like to see me impaled on my own rock-point. 

| started diving in the late 1960s when | was in 

junior high. Back then, equipment came in one 
color, air gauges were a novelty and every- 
one — even Jacques Cousteau — agreed 
that harvesting food was a Jim Dandy 
reason for diving. Since then, I’ve logged 
more than 5,000 dives and have seen 
the erosion and depletion 
that high populations of 
divers of all sorts can 
leave on a site. But | 


still love to spear 
and always will. 
Arguments against 


spearing are, in my expe- 
rience, highly emotional 
and, often as not, hypocriti- 
cal. More than once, the 
person lambasting me for lov- 
ing my sport has done so 
between fork fulls of the “catch of 
the day” at the shoreline seafood restaurant. | understand 
the reasoning — “I can have hamburgers back home — 
I’m gonna enjoy some fresh fish” — but just where do these 
people think the fish came from? The red-snapper tree? 
Fish taken commercially have been netted, long-lined 
or caught in a fish trap. All of these methods produce bi- 
catch — other fish which are caught along with the intend- 
ed species and generally tossed — dead — back into the 
ocean. In many cases, bi-catch far exceeds the intended 
catch, and the blackened mahi-mahi you had for dinner 
last night may have been obtained at the cost of a dozen 
flying fish, a puffer, some cigarfish, two barracuda, a 
small shark, and maybe even a spotted dolphin or a 
hawksbill turtle. | can’t remember the last time my spear- 
tishing colleagues and | set out to get some hogfish and 
wound up with French angels instead. In spearing, bi- 
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catch is non-existent. 

Most coastal states, such as Florida, have established 
game laws which provide reasonable size limits and daily 
limits for spear fishermen and anglers alike. Those who 
follow the rules and guidelines set up by the Departments 
of Natural Resources can continue to harvest a renewable 
resource without threatening fragile species. In Florida, for 
instance, it is illegal to take Nassau grouper as that ani- 
mal is an integral part of the reef ecosystem; migratory 
species, such as black grouper, are legal. In this case, the 
speartisher is actually more environmentally protective 
than the angler, as a fish caught by hook-and-line and 
then released is subjected to stress, bruising and possible 
infection. Those passed over by spearfishers are spared 
the trauma. 

So what about tournaments? Contrary to what you 
may believe, tournament spear-fishing does not have the 
same effect as tossing a lighted stick of dynamite onto the 
reef. Tournaments take place over hundreds of square 
miles of ocean, and most contestants will avoid areas 
being speared by other competitors or even dived by any- 
one else (on the basis that “they’re scaring away all the 
fish”). Most competitors, like me, take part because they 
like the social interaction, kicking back at the end of the 
day and listening as the tall-tales soar into the stratos- 
phere. Game laws still prevail, and (Boone-and-Crockett 
imagery aside) all of the tournaments in which | compete 
now require that fish harvested be either taken home by 
the participants or donated as foodstuffs to a list of eager 
charities. None of the resource is wasted. 

Many tournaments have further adapted with the times 
with certain prize categories being for a fish closest to a 
set moderate weight rather than for the absolute largest 
fish. This requires not only hunting skills but the ability to 
accurately gauge fish size underwater. Typically used for 
more desirable table species, such as snapper and 
grouper, this method leaves the hardiest and most mature 
“monsters” in the water and encourages participants to take 
others of a more common size. The enjoyment of the contest 
is not diminished. 

Can | seriously damage a fish population with my 
speargun? Absolutely. | can also do long-term damage to 
a reef diving with my underwater camera — if | anchor in 
live reef, if I’m careless with my fins, if | swim through 
coral with my eye on the viewfinder, if | mash a nudi- 
branch with the macro framer, or if | break off living coral 
while trying to hold steady, composing a shot. 

There are jerks in all walks of life, and diving is no 
exception. Speartishers who flout game laws should be 
prosecuted and so should the thoughtless Bozos who chug 
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a brewski after a dive and toss the empty 
bottle onto the reef. But these people are 
rarely the ones who dive regularly. It’s my 
experience that the more interest one takes in 
the underwater world, the more one’s 
awareness of the environment is increased. 
We develop a real appreciation and respect 
for the resource that provides our recreation. 

Our social principles dictate what is 
acceptable and what is not. These evolve 
over the years — sometimes for the better 
and sometimes not. Education is what can 
save us from the force of our own emotions. 

In Florida, for instance, the practice of 
net-fishing has now been outlawed within 
state waters. An ecological coup? Maybe 
not. Consider: Commercial fishing has long 
been a big business for Florida (most of the 
fish eaten by vacationers in the Caymans, 
and many other Caribbean hot-spots, has 
traditionally been caught off Florida and 
either flown or shipped in). But outlawing 
netting changes the economic climate. If a 
commercial fisherman finds that line fishing 
is too costly a practice, he may go out of 
business and sell his land to commercial 
developers who'll put in high-rises, consume 
vast quantities of already scarce freshwater, 
generate tons of garbage, sewage and fertil- 
izer run-off, and obliterate the nearshore 
environment to put in a 100-slip marina. 
Only time can tell whether this ugly conse- 
quence will materialize, but one wonders 
whether Floridians really weighed all the con- 
sequences before casting that vote. 

Fishing is one of man’s oldest means of 
gathering food, older than agriculture, and 
engaged in by virtually every society which 
has had access to a body of water. And the 
competition to see who could catch the 
largest or most unusual fish probably dates 
back to the first time two fishermen ran into 
each other. 

Among those who practice the time-hon- 
ored sport of fishing, spearfishers are among 
the most conservative. The fact that we see 
what we are taking makes us more environ- 
mentally responsible, not less. So don’t chas- 
tise us for what your heart says until you’ve 
really thought it through with your head. IN 


David E. Lohr is a biology teacher at 
Romeo (Michigan) High School, the owner of 
Divers Den dive shop in Lake Orion, 
Michigan, and a repeat-winner in several 
categories of the Panama City Open 
and other prestigious national spearfishing 
tournaments. 
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A LOOK INTO SPEARGUNS 


with each shot,” says Rudy 
Lola of Cressi-Sub, which 
markets ltalian-made pneumat- 
ics. “Neither is true. No gas 
escapes when the gun is fired. In 
fact, you can store a pneumatic 
fully pressurized, so you don’t even 
have to pump it up before an outing.” 


Top: Riffe’s 
“Island” spear- 
gun with reel. 
Below: A.B. 
Biller’s tubular 





he original fish-spear 
was probably a wooden stick, 


stainless steel sharpened on one end and possibly notched 





gun with reel. to keep the catch from slipping off. Today, you can find Most pneumatics fire a slim (5/16” 
spearfishing gear made from all types of materials: stain- diameter or smaller) spear-shaft at high-muzzle veloci- 
less steel, aluminum, hi-tech polymers and even — wood. ties, which makes for lightning-quick shooting at close 

quarters. 

Running on Air “The accurate range for most spearguns is two-and-a- 

Without a doubt, the most high-tech of today’s guns _half shaft lengths from the muzzle,” says Lola. “After that, 
are the pneumatics. These guns contain a tank which _ you’ re in the wish range.” 
holds compressed air — much like a scuba tank. To cock a Pneumatics, like a scuba tank, work on a basis of pres- 
pneumatic, you place a loader over the tip of the spear __ sure differentiation. The deeper you go, the less powerful 
and push it down into the barrel, moving a piston back. — the gun will be due to increased hydrostatic pressure 
Firing releases the piston, thrusting the spear-shaft out of | although many pneumatic users hunt as deep as 100 feet. 
the barrel of the gun. One Russian-made gun, the Sea Bear, helps compen- 

A.B. Biller’s “With a band-powered gun, cocking gets harder as _ sate for this simply by having a higher-pressure tank 

Slimline tips: you pull the bands back,” says Byron Lenzch of Mares, _ backed up by a titanium piston. 

the “Rockpoint,” a leading supplier of pneumatic guns. “With a pneu- “You can effectively hunt with it at 150 feet,” says Ed 

“Tri-cut” and matic, the loading pressure Stevens, who has been importing the guns for four years. 


“Threaded.” 





"is consistent.” “It also has a stainless steel barrel, which allows you to 





Pneumatics also load hunt witha bent shaft, if necessary.” 
quickly — push the spear in, The Sea Bear has a mid-mount handle, which makes 
— and you’re done. And con- __ the gun highly maneuverable and good for tight spaces. 
trary to popular misconcep- — Most pneumatic manufacturers put the handle at the end, 
tion, pneumatics can be — which makes the gun simpler to construct and service. 
reloaded virtually indefinitely High muzzle speed at short distances and relatively 
underwater. compact size makes pneumatics popular in low-visibility 
“Lots of people believe you _— diving, in freshwater spearing, and in Europe, where 
need to pump the gun up after ~— much of the hunting takes place inside caves and ship- 
each shot, and others believe — wrecks. In fact, virtually all the companies selling pneu- 
that a pneumatic loses gas —_ matics in the U.S. — including Nemrod, which sells some 





of the most inexpensive — are importing 
their guns from Europe. Recommended 
retail prices range from $110 to $315, 
and the guns, while simple to use, are 
relatively noisy (although Mares has 
used solt-feel paint on theirs, and virtu- 
ally all manufacturers are now using 
noise-reducing polymer parts). 


Underwater Crossbow 

Older in design than pneumatics, 
simpler and — at the upper end of the 
scale — more powerful are “band 
guns.” Like a crossbow, these guns use a 
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A.B. Biller’s 
power heads 
with stainless ape 
steel attachment 

cables. 





cocked band to power the shaft, but unlike a 
crossbow, it is the band (the “bow-string,” if 
you will) which stores the energy rather than 
the body of the gun. The rubber bands used 
are anywhere from 3/8” to 5/8” thick, and 
shafts can run up to a hefty 3/8” in diame- 
ter, carrying considerable momentum for 
penetrating larger fish. 

The most common band-gun material is 
tubular aluminum. JBL guns are aluminum 
bodied, and aluminum-bodied band-guns 
are also carried by Mares and Nemrod 
(which also carries an oval-bodied aluminum 
gun). Aluminum is a fairly resonant material, 
which can make these guns noisy although 
Mares cases their gun-body in plastic and 
JBL equips the larger guns with plastic guides 
— both tend to reduce gun noise. A.B. Biller 
makes a tubular stainless-steel gun which the 
manufacturer says is more resistant to elec- 
trolysis than aluminum and less resonant. 

But some of the quietest guns on the mar- 
ket are made primarily of a decidedly low- 
tech material — not aircraft metals, or super- 
polymers, or unobtanium, but wood. 

Jay Riffe, a Pacific Coast Spearfishing 
Champion and owner of Riffe International, 
has designed a product which reflects his 
preference for bluewater. His spearguns are 
made from kiln-dried teak — which is hard, 
resistant to warping and nearly impervious 
to saltwater. While most spearguns use 
powerbands with stainless-steel wishbones 
and notched spears, the Riffe set-up com- 
bines Dacron wishbones and spears with 
specially tumbled cocking fins. The result is a 
speargun which is virtually silent when fired. 

“Even the trigger mechanism is silenced,” 
Riffe says. “When you’re freediving, it’s pos- 
sible to use a gun like this to dive on a school 
of snapper, take a fish, bring it to the surface 
and then dive again on the same school 
because they haven't been spooked. And the 











SPEARGUNS FOR THE SILENT HUNTER 


#1 SPEARGUN FOR THE U.S. 
NATIONALS/HAWAII °96 


e Specializing in bottom & bluewater hunting 
e Handcrafted laminated teakwood 
e Engineered and built by Jay Riffe. 
A record holding spearfisherman 
e Unmatched quality & performance 
e Three year warranty 
e Customizing available 
e 17 models 
e Accessories/Blue water floats & float lines 













RIFFE INTERNATIONAL ¢ 1030 Calle Sombra #B « San Clemente, CA 92673 
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H DIVING ARRIVES IN CAYMAN! 


Blending Station 
Wreck & Wall Diving 
Tech Rental Equipment 
Shore Diving 

Boat Diving 


Join Divetech, the extreme dive team and experience Cayman walls 
aboard ‘TENATA’, our custom 34’ Technical dive boat or dive at our 
full service facility and training center at Turtle Reef. 


(345) 949-1700 Fax: (345) 949-1701 divetech@candw.ky 
Box 31435 SMB, Grand Cayman, BWV] 
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teak/stainless/plastic construction of these 
guns makes them very durable — I’m still 
hunting with the first one | made.” 

Riffe’s spearguns reflect West Coast 
bluewater methods. They are long (some as 
long as the diver is tall) and use up to six 
bands to throw a 3/8” diameter spear 
accurately as far as 30 feet. 

On the southern East Coast and in 
Europe, many spearfishers favor a lighter 
spear, which does not require as many 
bands. 

“To fire a 1/4” spear at a muzzle veloci- 
ty of 100 feet per second will require a sin- 
gle 9/16” powerband,” says Ditmar Biller, 
vice-president of A.B. Biller, Inc., which 
manufactures high-quality spearguns in 
teak, mahogany and tubular stainless steel. 
"To fire a 3/8” spear at the same muzzle 
velocity will require three 9/16” bands.” 

A lighter shaft is extremely quick — one 
usually can’t even see it leave the gun — 
although the heavier shafts keep their 
momentum over longer distances. For 
amberjack, black grouper and other East 
Coast fish, a light spear with a 20-foot 
range is what many divers prefer. West 
Coast hunters, going after large tuna, need 
a more powerful gun with longer range. 


The Moby Dick Effect 

The typical speargun uses a nylon line 
with a shock-absorbing rubber section to 
retain the spear and fight the fish. Such lines 
are from 15 to 30 feet long, and that’s obvi- 
ously a problem if you're free diving and 
tied into a 200-pound tuna. So bluewater 
hunters often use either reels or long lines 
attached to floats — either method allows 
the diver to fight the fish from the surface 
and avoid what Cressi-Sub’s Rudy Mola 
calls, “the Moby Dick effect.” 
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e EXPERIENCED DIVER PRO! 

¢ INSTRUCTION, ALL LEVEL 
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° NITROX DIVING AVAILABLE 


e PADI, NAUI, SSI, NASDS | 
e NEWLY ADDED RETAIL STORE 
°e LARGEST POOL IN COZUMEL, 
BEACH CLUB, TENNIS COURT 
® PRIVATE DOCK, 
WALKING DISTANCE TO TOWN 


ENJOY THE LUXURY OF PAYING LESS 


TROPICAL ADVENTURES 
TRAVEL 
(800) 247-3483 


WA (206) 441-3483 * FAX (206) 441-5431 
: 11 Second North « Seattle, WA 98109 





THERE SEEMS 
TO BE SOME 
CONFUSION... 


And really, we don't think it's necessary. 
At TDI, our approach has been to develop 


a strong, modular diver-training program for recreational and 
extended range divers. That program is safe and professional, 

but is still fun to teach and fun to learn. We figured that taking the 
confusion away from things like Nitrox, Mixed Gas, and other 
advanced diving techniques is an excellent beginning. Perhaps you 
agree. Find out about TDI's courses and avoid any confusion. 
Instructors, ask about our IANTD, ANDI crossover courses. 


Long fins, which get the most distance out 
of each kick, and low-volume masks make 
such diving simpler. Large-diameter snorkels 
allow you to keep your face in the water and 
your eyes on the fish as you take a breath. 
Stringers or game bags are a matter of envi- 
ronment (stringers are easier to use one- 
handed and handle extremely large fish bet- 
ter, but game-bags will hide your dinner 
from poaching barracuda); if you're free- 
diving, you can simply take each fish up to 
the surface as you hunt. N 


Canadian Headquarters 

Technical Diving International (Canada) 
Chester Morrison, Director 

141 Hotchkiss Street 

Gravenhurst, ON. P1P 1H6 

ph: 705-687-9226 

fax: 705-687-825] 


World Headquarters 
Technical Diving International 
Bret Gilliam, President 

9 Coastal Plaza, Suite 300 
Bath, ME 04530 

ph: 207-442- 839] 

fax: 207-442-9042 


Tom Morrisey is the editor of the ADJ. He 
was recently seen illegally spearing a fork 
into. a 16-ounce T-bone at a local steak house. 


DECOMPRESSION TECHNIQUES & PROCEDUP’ 
SUFHLVAUEAY = HDIAUM GAINVAQY = XIWINL/SVD GaXIIN 


A NEW COMMITMENT TO DIVING PROFESSIONALISM 
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SCUBATIMES ONLINE 


WORLD WIDE CONNECTIONS | 


Doctors Advice 


TEXT BY WAYNE GETCHELL 





Sum probably been more than one occa- 
sion when you had a medical concern 
about diving that you needed answered. 


You might have even gone ona dive when — 


you had a physical condition or injury that 
you ignored, or you were not aware of 
potential dangers because you could not 
find a diving medical authority. Well, that 
is where the Scuba Times Online Medical 
Center came from. We have on-line div- 
ing doctors who answer diving-related 
medical concerns. The concept was the 
easy part; finding a diving medical author- 
ity was another story. Thanks to the help 
of Chris Grant, editor of STM, we found 
Dr. Ernest Campbell, the cornerstone of 
our Medical Center. He has recruited 
seven other doctors (at the time of this 
writing) who provide this valuable public 
service. These wonderful professionals 
who provide their generous commitment 
to Scuba Times Online and the diving 
public are Dr. Ernest Campbell, Dr. Bruce 
Miller, Dr. David Boaz, Dr. David Elliott, 
Dr. Charles Sutton, Dr. Dean Heimbach, 
Dr. Nick Mclver, and Dr. Chris Edge. 

Questions presented to our doctors 
have covered a broad spectrum, ranging 
from minor ailments to life-threatening 
issues and are usually responded to within 
24 hours. You’d be amazed at the ques- 
tions we receive and our doctors’ respons- 
es. It pays to ask —~ why take a risk, espe- 
cially if it’s not going to cost you any 
green backs? 

Well, for your amazement, the following 
are questions presented to Scuba Times 
Online Medical Center and the responses 
that were given. 


Please keep in mind no representations 
are made that in any way offer a diagno- 
sis, treatment or cure for any illness or 
condition, either discussed or implied. 
Answers to questions are offered as infor- 
mation only and should always be used in 
conjunction with advice from your per- 
sonal diving physician. 


Fitness for Diving 
Dear Doctor: 

I am a breast-cancer survivor who has 
had reconstruction with saline-filled 
implants. I chose saline because I thought 
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that there would be less risk of problems 

with pressure. Are there any problems in 
diving with implants? 

Thank you, 

Mary 


Dear Mary: 

Fluids are basically incompressible 
and should not be affected by changes in 
pressure. I wouldn't be concerned at all 
about diving and breast implants. 


Neurological Problems 
Dear Doctor: 

My niece wants to learn to scuba. Her 
seizures are 99.9% controlled on medica- 
tion. State Div. of Motor Vehicles 
restored her driving privileges several 
years ago. However, her neurologist has 
not agreed to sign for her to take dive 
training. Please advise of latest findings 
regarding diving with controlled seizures. 


Thank you, 
Matt 

Dear Matt: 
Unfortunately, the answer is an 


emphatic NO! Anyone requiring seizure 
medications simply should not dive. Even 
though she is, for the most part, seizure 
free, and has been cleared to drive, diving 
is too risky. This is because, while a 
seizure above water may be of little conse- 
quence, underwater seizures with the 
usual loss of consciousness (LOC) almost 
always result in fatal drownings. Seizure 
patients should avoid any activity which 
may result in serious injury or death due 
to LOC, especially those that are recre- 
ational such as diving, rock climbing, etc. 
Your neurologist is 100% correct in 
declining to medically clear your niece for 
diving. 


ENT Problems 


Dear Doctor: 
I dive the Great Lakes and now find 
that I develop a middle-ear infection every 
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time that I dive. I feel the pressure of the 
fluid in my ear and then visit my internist 
for an antibiotic prescription. 
I do my best to control my descent 
rates but I don't know what else to do. 
Any suggestions? 
Thank you, 
Chuck 


Dear Chuck: 

From the information that you provide, 
I can pretty much tell you that you have 
some type of obstruction to the Eustachian 
tube on the affected side. You probably 
exacerbate a chronic blockage with low- 
grade infection when you try to clear as 
you dive. 

The best thing to do is for you to have 
an ENT evaluation to rule out obstruction 
from such conditions as nasal septal devi- 
ation, nasal polyps or tumors. If nothing is 
found — then you might try using a long- 
acting nasal decongestant (Afrin) or 
steroids (Decadron Dospak) prior to div- 
ing. Of course, do nothing without the 
advice of your family physician. 


Pulmonary 
Dear Doctor: © 
Could you please furnish me with 
information about the dangers of diving if 
you suffer from asthma. Many people in 
the medical fraternity have stated that 
people suffering from asthma, however 
minor, should never dive. Is this statement 
true? 
Regards, 
Dave 


Dear Dave: 

Until recently, most diving physicians 
pretty much ruled out scuba diving for 
sufferers from asthma. There are very 
good reasons for their feeling this way: 
airway liability with obstruction the hall- 
mark of asthma, blockage being precipi- 
tated by exercise; inhalation of cold, dry 
air; dusts; fumes; and emotional stress. 
Asthmatics can sometimes be asphyxiated 
by severe attacks on the surface ---- one 
can imagine how devastating an attack 
would be under the surface of the water. 
Asthmatics over the age of 12 usually 
have chronic airway obstruction, which 
can also lead to lung over-pressure acci- 








dents (blown out bleb) on surfacing from 
a dive, in turn leading to AGE (arterial 
gas embolism), paralysis and/or death. 

This having been said — there are now 
very excellent diving physicians who feel 
that asthma should not be considered an 
absolute contraindication to diving. My 
friend Dr. Fred Bove feels that based on 
the available accident statistics, asthmat- 
ics completely controlled by medication 
and who have normal lung function stud- 
ies should be cleared for diving. (Bove et 
al; Annals of Allergy; Vol 73, October 
1995). Of course, each case should be 
evaluated on its individual merits and the 
final decision made by an aware diving 
doctor, not the diver himself or some 
other diving-related person. 


Hazardous Marine Life 
Dear Doctor: 

I was told that women's nylons can 
protect against getting stung by box jelly- 
fish. Is there any truth to this? 

Thank you, 
Al 


Dear AI: 

There is a great deal of truth in what 
you've heard —the nematocysts cannot 
penetrate clothing. The Aussies call the 
box jellyfish “badjellies” (sea wasp) and 
they are technically Chironex fleckeri. 
The Aussies even use stinger-resistant 
enclosures on their beaches--systems of 
nets anchored to the bottom. There is also 
a smaller variety of jellyfish, the irukand- 
Ji, that causes a delayed reaction, often 
mimicking acute appendicitis or a heart 
attack. A thin layer of clothing or even 
hair can protect, and indeed, pantyhose 
have been used by surf lifesavers in 
Queensland, Australia, for years, called 
“stinger suits.” 


This sampling of medical questions 
and answers represents only a few of 
those on Scuba Times Online. To review 
the entire file or ask a question for your- 
self, go to scubatimes.com and look under 
the heading of Medical Center. Why take 
a chance if you have diving medical 
concerns? Your answer may only be a 
keystroke away. 

Divers Alert Network (DAN) is 
another source for find diving medical 
help. Assistance 1s provided for both 
emergencies (919) 684-8111, and non- 
emergency questions (919) 684-2948. IN 


Wayne Getchell is the president of 
Internet Scuba and site administrator 
of Scuba Times Online. Email: 
wayneg@scuatimes.com or 
www.scubatimes.com 


ARAYADIVERS 
COZUMEL 


Join us for the most beautiful diving in the Caribbean! 
100 ft.+ visibility, turtles, eels, eagle rays, octopus, 
beautiful wall dives and more! 

Personalized to sult your underwater dreams. 
Specialty trips available 

Private instructions at all levels 








www.cozumel.net/diving/mantaray 
email: mantaray@cozumel.czm.com.mx 






Fernando & Kelley Gonzalez (owners/operators) in Cozumel - voice/fax 011-529-872-0684 


ive the Net = 
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www.scubatimes.com 
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Romeo’s Value Dive Package: 
° Standard and Deluxe accommodations 
° All exquisite meals » Three dives per day 
-Two weekly night dives 
* Airport NEUEEAPS , pata -water pool 


e D Sans 
7 nights 


ROATAN:-BAY ISLANDS po po 654810 


1-800-535-DIVE _ Miami, FL 33265 
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May 

Turks and Caicos. The first World Open 
Underwater Photographic Competition 
will be held in the Turks and Caicos 
Islands from May through September 
1997. The eight grand-prize-winning pho- 
tographs will be issued as a set of com- 
memorative postage stamps by the gov- 
ernment of the Turks and Caicos. In 
addition, cash awards and prizes will be 
presented. Photographs are due at the end 
of October 1997, and prizes will be 
awarded in December. For contest rules 
and a registration form, contact the Turks 
and Caicos Tourist Board (809) 946-2321. 


Dallas, Texas. The Dive Dallas Show will 
be held May 3-4 at the Dallas Market 
Hall. This year’s show features over 200 
exhibit booths, free seminars headlined by 
Stephen Frink and Burt Jones and much 
more. Tickets are $6.00 for adults. For 
more information, call (972) 247-3222 or 
Email www.divedallas.com 


Houston, Texas. Country band Little 
Texas will perform a benefit concert for 





Cen Pack Dive Travel announces new 
services for divers visiting Bikini Atoll in 
the Marshall Islands. Now technical 
divers can find full-service nitrox and 
compressed helium for _ trimix. 
Accommodations on Bikini have also 
expanded with the construction of a sec- 
ond building, housing four more ocean- 
view double rooms, each with private bath 
and air-conditioning. For more informa- 
tion, call 800-U-GO-DIVE or Email 
cpde@aol.com 


The in-house dive service for both La 
Ceiba and Casa del Mar resorts in 
Cozumel has begun a company-wide ren- 
ovation and upgrade project for all aspects 
of Del Mar Aquatics operation. Changes 
include a new locker system and expan- 
sion of the retail center’s line of Seaquest 
and Dacor products and stock items. All 
rental gear has been updated with new 
Dacor equipment, and camera rentals are 
available along with E-6 processing and 
underwater video service. Del Mar is cur- 
rently building a third dive center at 
Nachicocom Beach. The Beach Club will 
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the Flower Garden Banks National 
Marine Sanctuary. The concert is on May 
30 at the Hyatt Regency Houston and will 
kick off the consumer dive show SEA- 
SPACE. In addition, an International 
Underwater Photo Competition will be 
held at the dive show. Deadline for photo 
entries is May 10. For concert informa- 
tion, call (301) 713-3134. For questions 
regarding photo entries, call (281) 481- 
4704 or visit http://www.seaspace.ycg.org 


Branford, Florida. The Annual 
Workshop of the National Speleological 
Society-Cave Diving Section will be held 
May 24-26 at the Branford School and 
includes presentations on cave diving in 
Turkey, Brazil, Mexico and Florida. For 
more information, call (904) 935-2974 or 
visit www.caves.org/~cds 


June 

Bonaire. The 11th annual Nikonos 
Shootout will be held in Bonaire on June 
22-28. Underwater photographers of all 
levels are welcome to learn and compete. 
Participants will have the opportunity to 


include a restaurant, dock, swimming 
pool, lockers, showers and a full-service 
scuba and watersports center. For infor- 
mation, contact Tropical Tours at (800) 
771-4700 or Email at dive@neosoft.com 


Aquatech/Villas DeRosa, in Akumal, 
Mexico, recently hosted Technical Diving 
International’s Training Director, Joe 
Odom, while he conducted a rebreather 
course and general familiarization of the 
Uwatec/Drager Atlantis I Rebreather. 
Aquatech now offers rebreather certifica- 
tion and introductions for travelers to this 
underground diving destination. For infor- 
mation, call 011-52-987-59020 or Email 
at 105107.2445@compuserve.com 


Experience The Adventure Tours, Inc. 
announces the Bay Islands Extravaganza, 
which will be held during October. Each 
week a variety of activities will be offered 
including free seminars on u/w photogra- 
phy, educational activities for children on 
marine life, seminars on specialty diving 
topics and environmental issues, training 
support for a reef-monitoring effort, spon- 


attend lectures and learn about the latest 
technology along with helpful hints. For 
more information, contact the Tourism 
Corporation at (800) 826-6247 or visit 
http://www. interknowledge.com/bonaire 


Lofoten Archipelago, Norway. Predators 
Mammals & Us Inc. is offering diving and 
photo adventures with basking sharks of 
the Lofoten Archipelago, Norway, from 
June 24 through July 8. Expeditions and 
big-animal photography coaching will be 
led by Amos Nachoum, one of the world’s 
leading marine wildlife photographers. 
For space reservation, contact your travel 
agent or dive-store travel organizer. 


July 

Charleston, South Carolina. An off- 
shore shipwreck mapping course, spon- 
sored by the South Carolina Institute of 
Archeology and Anthropology, will be 
offered July 12. The workshop will be 
conducted on the wreck of the Frederick 
W. Day, which was built in 1901 and now 
rests at a depth of 54 feet. For informa- 
tion, call Lynn Harris at (803) 762-6105. 


RESORTNEWS 


sor contests and prizes for guests. For 
more information, call (800) 815-5019. 


Bob Soto’s Diving, Ltd. and Caribbean 
Dive Tours have teamed up once again to 
offer divers the chance to experience 
Cayman Madness, a value-packed dive 
vacation which offers a complete week’s 
dive and party package at 1970’s prices. 
The Cayman Madness ’97 8day/7night 
dive-vacation package begins September 
11 and ends October 23. For more infor- 
mation, contact Caribbean Dive Tours 
(800) 786-3483. 


Underwater Diversions de Cabo, Cabo 
San Lucas, celebrates the arrival of its 
new dive boat, Marisella. The custom 
designed 39-foot vessel can handle 25 
divers and 50 tanks. It is outfitted with an 
onboard head, a freshwater shower and 
large ice chest. Powered by twin motors, 
the new vessel will allow exploration of 
new dive sites, thus opening new 
prospects for the adventurous diver. For 
more information, call (800) 342-3143 or 
visit www.divecabo.com 
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SCUBA TIMES REBREATHEREXPEDITIONS ~~ 


™ verywhere you look, in almost every 
lm diving publication, you see rebreather 
articles, rebreather comparison charts and 
rebreather confessions. However, you 
rarely see the opportunity to actually dive 
with a rebreather on a week-long expedi- 
tion to an exotic location. Now that has 
changed with the continuing Scuba Times 
Rebreather Expeditions. 

While Scuba Times has been running 
limited expeditions since 1989, the maga- 
zine began utilizing rebreathers in expedi- 
tions in January of 1996, with a trip to the 
Silver Bank of the south Atlantic where 
thousands of humpback whales converge 
each year to mate and give birth. Since 
that time, more than 100 readers have 
dived and been certified on the Atlantis I 
rebreather in both the Silver Bank and in 
Cocos Island, Costa Rica, is home to the 
world’s greatest aggregation of scalloped 
hammerhead sharks. 

If you’re a regular Scuba Times reader, 
you’ve undoubtedly read about these experi- 
ences. Yet, you also still have a chance to do 
more than just read about it. With several 
spaces still open on two upcoming jaunts, 
a few fortunate readers have the opportu- 
nity for the experience of a lifetime. 

For the summer of 1997, Scuba Times, 
in cooperation with Uwatec USA and 
TDI, has organized rebreather expeditions 
to Cocos Island, Costa Rica and to Palau, 
Micronesia. 

This will be the first time in diving his- 
tory that this many rebreathers will have 
descended on Palau and only the second 
time for Cocos after the STM inaugural 
expedition to Cocos in 1996. 
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In addition to diving with hundreds of 
sharks of varying species, each diver will 
be issued an Atlantis I semi-closed 
rebreather for the seven-to-10-day excur- 
sions. Instruction in nitrox and rebreather 
diving will begin immediately with super- 
vised, in-water training the first day and is 
included as part of the expedition price. 
All divers will be awarded certification in 
both rebreather and nitrox diving from 
TDI, provided they pass those courses. 

In early June 1997, the expedition 
team will spend one week in Palau. In 
August, a team will take a second- 
anniversary expedition aboard the 120- 
foot luxury liveaboard Sea Hunter with 
the hammerheads of Cocos on the agenda. 

In August of 1996 a team of readers 
and diving professionals traveled to 
Cocos to dive with rebreathers on the Sea 
Hunter. Schooling hammerheads were 








Headers are invited to 
apply tor a space aboard 
\ any S/M expedition 





prolific and encountered on every dive, 
three dives a day. While some dives fea- 
tured only small schools of 15-20 hammers, 
others, such as at the offshore seamount 
Alcyone, provided the seemingly infinite 
schools numbering into the hundreds. 
While Cocos is now accustomed to the 
incredible advantages of rebreathers, the 
waters around Palau are unfamiliar with 
the new, high-tech breathing gear. The 
expedition in June will be the first time in 
diving history that a team of rebreather 
divers has explored the rich waters in 
Palau. In addition to a large population of 
a variety of sharks (gray reef, white-tip 
reef, etc.), Palau is also famous for its 
massive schools of fish, its underwater 
architecture and its stunning caves and 
caverns. Because most of the diving is in 
relatively shallow water (80-100 feet), 
the advantages of the rebreathers and 
the nitrox breathing mixture are dramatic. 
In Palau, where sharks are already inti- 
mate and currents play a role in some 
dives, the rebreather phenomenon is 
untested. However, given the factors we 
learned in Cocos in 1996, the expectation 
is that eyeball-to-eyeball photo opportuni- 
ties with large animals will be many. We 
also know that fish which normally shy 
away from bubble-blowing divers become 
more curious towards rebreather divers. 
The second-anniversary dive to Cocos is 
scheduled during the exact dates as last 
year (August 10-21) in hopes of repeating 


the extraordinary success of the first year. IN 


For more information and to request applica- 
tions, call Scuba Times at (800) 234-0060 or Email at 
exped@scubatimes.com. Cost of the the Cocos 
Rebreather Expedition is $3495 per person. Cost of 
the Palau Rebreather Expedition is $2695 per person. 
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RESPONSIBLE 
DIVERMONTH 


i has happened to most of us. We’re in a 
social situation when the topic of div- 
ing comes up and someone says, “Yeah, 
I’m a diver, but I haven’t been in a few 
years (they mean 20). I really need to get 
recertified.” The irony is that they really 
don’t have to get recertified because C 
cards don’t expire. However, most for- 
merly active divers recognize the serious 
need for retraining. This is because diving 
requires us to be tuned in to what is hap- 
pening to our bodies in order to avoid 
bends, embolism or a host of other poten- 
tial physiological and environmental 
problems. 

It’s exactly this type of situation that 
the Responsible Diver Program is 
addressing with its highly successful 
Responsible Diver Month. Now in its 
third year, Responsible Diver Month is 
observed during May in dive stores 
nationwide. [ts purpose is to remind 
divers of the need to have their equipment 
functioning properly and their skills 
refreshed. 

Many participating stores from Florida 
to California will offer specials on equip- 
ment maintenance and refresher courses 
during May, allowing divers the opportu- 
nity to dust off their gear and have their 
skills refreshed early in the season. 

Sponsored in part by the Diving 
Equipment and Marketing Association 
(DEMA), the Recreational Scuba 
Training Council (RSTC) and cylinder 
maker Luxfer, Responsible Diver Month 
serves as a great reminder for us to stay in 
practice and to have all of our 
equipment, not just our cylinders, 
checked regularly. 


ended up on cylinders literally 
all over the world. Some divers 
have even begun to save the 
stickers, which are dated year 
to year and are creating a 
collection of the high- 
quality Responsible Diver 
materials. 

This year another 
250,000 tank ~ stickers 
emblazoned with the Code 
of the Responsible Diver will 
be distributed free through 
participating dive centers. 
Additionally, thousands of 
Responsible Diver brochures will 
also be available in dive stores for cus- 
tomers to take with them. 

“Scuba diving is one of the most excit- 
ing sports in the world. Responsible Diver 
Month helps remind us of how important 
it is to be informed, safe and prepared 
each and every time we get into the 
water,” points out Fred Garth, Chairman 
of the Responsible Diver Program. “We 
selected May because it’s the beginning 
of the dive season and the perfect time for 
people to think about refreshing their 
skills, getting routine maintenance or 
upgrading their dive gear.” 

Although statistics indicate that there 
are fewer accidents per participant in div- 
ing than in bowling, all certified divers 
should certainly be aware of the potential 
seriousness of a diving accident. With this 
in mind, safety should be of the utmost 
concern, and Responsible Diver Month 










continues to push the issue of safety to the 
forefront. 

Call your local dive center to see if it is 
participating in Responsible Diver Month. 
If not, it can sign up for free by contacting 
DEMA at (714) 939-6399. If the dive cen- 
ter is already participating ask about spe- 
cials on refresher courses, gear inspection 
and maintenance. Finally, take the extra 
effort and make the trek to your local dive 
store as soon as possible. Check out the 
new gear advancements, have your old 
gear tuned up and think about a refresher 
course in the pool before venturing out on 
your first dive of the year. 

It’s all about being a safe diver, pre- 
venting injuries and insuring your total 
enjoyment of diving. IN 


The Code of the Responsible Diver 


ef Diving within the limits of one’s ability and training level 


Participating dive stores will 
have banners hanging in their stores 
as well as free material for divers to 
take with them. In the last two 
years, over 500,000 tank stickers 
have been distributed to the public. 
Many divers are already familiar 
with the yellow, diamond-shaped 
“caution sign” sticker which was 
created for Responsible Diver 
Month 1996. Because so many 
stickers were distributed, they’ve 


© Evaluating the conditions before every dive and making sure that de ; 
conditions fit that diver’s personal capabilities and training level 


© Being familiar with and taking care of one’s own equipment 

_ © Respecting the buddy system during every scuba dive 

e Accepting responsibility for the diver’s own safely on every dive 
© Being environmentally conscious on every scuba dive 
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SCUBAMARKET 
HULL SCRUBBERS 


* Double and Single head models turning 
from 8” to 16” brushes. 

* Barnacle Buster Tool removes 5”+ of 
Barnacle-Type Growth +Zebra Mussels Fast. 


Exotic Diving for 


7 to.10 nights 
maT a * Turn Key Cleaning Systems from $4,700.00! 


DIVE CHEAP 


Surface Supplied Air Lobstering - Ship Maintenance 

$1,777.00 Commercial Package 
* 4hp Honda/low oil cut off. 
* 4.0 cfm oil less compression. 
* Two - 100 ft. dive air hoses. 
* Two 2nd stage regulators/two commerical harnesses. 
* One - 5 gallon stainless steel volume tank. 
* Two divers to 80 feet! 
* Dive two divers for 3 hours, for $1.00! 

We Manufacture - You SAVE! We ship Worldwide! 
Armada Services Incorporated 
P.O. Box 941 * Mary Esther, FL 32569 
Phone: 904-664-5197 Fax 904-243-4009 
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Customed designed 
100% Cotton Sweater. 


Scene features diver & 
underwater sea life. 


Kelly green on royal 
Sizes: L & XL 
$65 + s&h 


ADVENTURE EXPRESS 800-443-0799 
415 442-0799 ° FAX 415 442-0289 


E-mail: dive@AdventureExpress.com 


, RELIVE THE DIVE! 
= Wearing Jackets & Sweaters from.. 
PO Box 349 
Adelphia, NJ 07710 


800-724-3728 


e-mail: sandyenv@aol.com 
Major Credit Cards Accepted 


To order: send name, address & phone # 
with check or m/o. Free catalogue available. 


Satisfaction Guaranteed 


Jackets embossed with 
underwater dive scene 


« Denim - $89 + s&h 
« Suede - $149 + s&h 
¢ Leather - $269 + s&h 


Sizes: XS-XL 
New: Denim Hats 


TAME YOUR PONY 


SUPER PONY TAMER" 


FABULOUS 
FIJI ISLANDS 


THE PONY TAMER* 


4” WRECK/CAVE REEL 
3” SAFETY REEL 
5” L.I. WRECK REEL 
JERSEY UP-LINE 


DIVE THE BEST OF Fil... 
DIVE THE NORTH 
MATAGI ISLAND RESORT 


Liveaboard / Live ashore combinations 
240 acre privately owned island 
Beachfront accommodations 

Max of 24 guests 

Fantastic diving 


BUILT IN TENSIONER ¢ LIFETIME LIMITED WARRANTY 
SPECIALTY BRASS AND SS HDWR 
TECHNICAL DIVING EQUIPMENT 


fe] 
VISA MasterCard 
[atl <] 


REEF SCUBA ACCESSORIES, INC 
(516) 766-7333 © (800) 633-4837 


PONY TAMER IS A REGISTERED TRADEMARK OF REEF SCUBA ACCESS, INC 


OF.0 Bi Os 0) i 
MONTHLY 
SPECIALS 


85 ft luxury liveaboard Matagi Princess Il 
6 deluxe air-conditioned staterooms 

12 divers aboard luxury motor yacht 

E6 processing, camera hire available 

3, iS; /7TINIGM Breeton Aansrtiras ne 
private charter ¢ 

* All diving off mai 


1-800-362-8244 


INTERNET: 
| http:/Awww.Matagi.com 
| E-MAIL: 

Info @ Matagi.com 


* Underwater Cleaning Brushes for any make or model. 


¢ PRESCRIPTION DIVE MASKS « 


Have your optical diving mask made by 
the opticians who invented the process 
40 years ago. Any R-X fitted to any 
mask. Over 30,000 made. Fast service 


www.webcreations.com/divemask/ Len Maggiore Opt. 


1-800-567-5339: 718-386-5339 69-03 Fresh Pond Rd. 
Call with Prescription for Quote Ridgewood, NY 11385 


Little Cayman Condos 
Beautiful, New, 2 & 3 Bd Oceanfront 
Condos, Fully Furnished - 5 min from 
Bloody Bay Wall, A Diver’s Dream, 
For Reservations -- Call 800/327-3835 


CAMERA TECH 


UNDERWATER PHOTO/VIDEO 
SALES @ REPAIRS ¢ RENTALS 


CUSTOM MODIFICATIONS 
MODULAR LIGHT ARMS 


NEW & USED EQUIPEMENT 
CONSIGNMENT SALES SHIPPING 
WORLDWIDE CALL/WRITE FOR CATALOG 


2308 Taraval St. e San Francisco, CA 94116 
(415) 242-1700 ¢ Fax (415) 242-1719 
cameratech@compuserve.com 


Diol Koll m oCileliig 


Where You Are? 


DiveTracker™ Sport... 


ae ...makes underwater navigation easy, even in poor | 
pa visibility! The DiveTracker™ Sport sonar transmitter | — 


marks the boat, your buddy or any underwater site. The } 


] receiver tells you the direction and approximate distance | 

| to that site. DiveTracker™ operates to a range of 2000 

_ | feet and at depths up to 1000 feet. It’s a rugged, yet 
| compact, professional quality system. But because we 


sell it factory direct, you can buy it for only $499! A 


; small price to pay for superior navigation! 


(408) 384-8000 


FAX: (408) 384-8062 * www.desertstar.com 


(or: }| I Kote t-\"am Kom @]ce(-1al@] am Kolm ai-ver-1\\/- Miele Mlalcolgaar-it(eley 


DESERT STAR SYSTEMS > Ne 


“Innovative Ocean Technology” 
761 Neeson Road, Ste. 9; Marina, CA 93933 
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ALABAMA 


ADVENTURE SPORTS II, INC. 

(205) 269-DIVE 

1546 East Ann St., Montgomery, AL 36107 
Private classes, htd pool on site, YMCA, NAUI 


S.F. DIVE CENTER 

(205) 854-0700 

2453 Ist Avenue NE, Birmingham, AL 35215 
PADI full service facility 


SCUBA BUDDIES 

(205) 353-9944 

1711 Central Parkway, Decatur, AL 35601 
NASE Instruction, DACOR, repairs 


SEA DIVERS INC. (334) 347-6936 

121 Walnut Drive, Enterprise, AL 36330 
NAUI, PADI, Scubapro, Oceanic, Genesis, 
Sherwood, DACOR, Seaquest 


SEA DIVERS INC. (334) 774-3483 

250 S. Merrick Ave., Ozark, AL 36360 
NAUI, PADI, Scubapro, Oceanic, Genesis, 
Sherwood, DACOR, Seaquest 


UDT/SEAL TREASURE DIVERS INC. 
(334) 948-3167 

Sportsman Marina, Orange Beach, AL 36542 
PADI, IANTD, full service, charters, NITROX 


UNDERWATER WORKS 
(334) 928-5554 

US Hwy 98, Daphine, AL 36532 
6 Pak Charters, Nitrox Diving 


ALASKA 


ALASKA AQUATICS 

(907) 344-8078 

7125 Old Seward Hwy, Anchorage, AK 99518 
Dive trips, travel,equip,rpr,NAUI,HSA,SSI,PADI 


ALASKA DIVING SERVICE 

(907) 225-4667 

4845 North Tongass Ave., Ketchikan, AK 99901 
Charter, full-line, several specialty courses 


CHANNEL DIVE CENTER i 
(907) 586-3666/(907) 463-2520 

2591 Channel Drive, Juneau, AK 99801 
Alaska’s finest cold water dive store. 


CRAIG’S DIVE CENTER 

(907) 826-3481 

P.O. Box 796, Craig, AK 99921 

PADI full service, custom & daily charters 


ARIZONA 


ALEXANDER’S DIVE SHOP, TOO MK 
(520) 287-5103 / or (520) 287-2414 

144 North Morley Avenue, Nogales, AZ 85621 
PADI full service 5* IDC facility 


ALTERNATE ATMOSPHERES 

(602) 391-1417 

8989 E. Via Linda, #103, Scottsdale,AZ 85258 
PADI full service center 


AQUA FUN SCUBA CENTER 

(602) 886-3535 

8484 E. Speedway, Tucson, AZ 85710 

SSI Instructor trng. fac, NAUI Pro fac, PADI 


AQUA TREK 

(800)257-6084 PADI 5*IDC/ indoor pool 
2079 West Hwy 412, Springdale, AR 72762 
19specialties, travel, private, 2-day certification 


DESERT DIVERS SCUBA CENTER 
(800) 830-DIVE / (520) 88 -SCUBA 

4837 North First Ave., Tucson, AZ 85718 
PADI 5*IDC, Sea of Cortez-travel experts. 


EL MAR DIVING CENTER hk 


(602) 833-2971 PADI 5*IDC 
2245 W.Broadway, Mesa, AZ 85202 - Travel 
agency,dive travel specialists, rentals, repairs 


OASIS DIVERS 

(602) 992-3093 

4015 E. Bell Rd, Suite 134, Phoenix, AZ 85032 
NAUI pro facility, instr, sales, service, rental 
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SCUBA SCIENCES, INC. 

(602) 995-5926 

8502 N. Blk Canyon Hwy, Phoenix, AZ 85051 
SSI/NASDS, htd indoor pool, trips every wknd 


SCUBA SPECIALTIES 

(602) 504-1112 

1708 West Bell Road, Phoenix, AZ 85023 
We'll dive you crazy! 


THE DIVE SHOP i 

(602) 326-2424 PADI 5*IDC 

1702 East Prince, Ste. 150, Tuscon, AZ 85719 
Heated pool, full service, sales, travel & rental 


ARKANSAS 


J & T DIVE SHOP, INC. MK 

(501) 935-3289 

424 Southwest Drive, Jonesboro, AR 72401 
PADI Training Facility 


SOUTH ARKANSAS DIVE SHOP 
(501) 862-0021 

219 North Jackson, E] Dorado, AR 71730 
PADI training center 


CALIFORNIA 


AAA SCUBA COMPANY 

(714) 847-4386/fax (714) 841-6067 
16182-B Gothard Street 
Huntington Beach, CA 92647 


AB SEA PHOTO 

(310) 645-8992 

9136 Sepulveda, Los Angeles, CA 90045 

Two minutes from LAX. U/W photo specialists 


ADVENTURES IN DIVING 

(714) 499-4517 

31678 Coast Hwy., South Laguna, CA 92677 
Local site maps, Nitrox, full service facility 


ADVENTURE SPORTS UNLIMITED MK 
(408)458-3648/(408)458-2352 www.asudoit.com 
303 Potrero Street, #15, Santa Cruz, CA 95060 
Your Gateway to the Monterey Bay Marine Sactuary 


AMERICAN DIVING INSTITUTE Mk 
(310) 326-6663 

1901 Pacific Coast Hwy,Lomita, CA 90717 
Full service dive shop, dive travel, NAUI 


ANACAPA DIVE CENTER 

(805) 963-8917 / (805) 963-8919 FAX PADI 5* 
22 Anacapa Street, Santa Barbara, CA 93101 
90-degr indoor pool, full svc sales, rntl, rep 
Local & Int’] trvl, incl Channel Islands 


AQUARIUS DIVE SHOP 

(408) 375-1933/ 375-6605 Fax (408) 375-3051 
2040 Del Monte Ave, Monterey, CA 93940 

32 Cannery Row, Monterey, CA 93940 

U/W guided tours, full service-professional 
facilities, 25 years serving divers. 


AQUATIC CENTER 

(714) 650-5440 

4537 W. Coast Hwy., Newport Bch, CA 92663 
24 Hour Water Report (714) 650-5783 


BAMBOO REEF ENTERPRISES 
(415) 362-6694 

584 4th St., San Francisco, CA 94107 
Sales, Service, Instruction, Rentals 


BAMBOO REEF ENTERPRISES 
(408) 372-1685 

614 Lighthouse Ave., Monterey, CA 93940 
Sales, Service, Instruction, Rentals 


BEACH CITIES SCUBA 

(714) 496-5891 

34283 Pacific Coast Hwy, Dana Point, CA 
92629 PADI 5* training facility 


BEACH CITIES SCUBA MANIA 

(714) 378-2611 / (714) 378-2612 fax 

19036 Brookhurst St, Huntington Bch, CA 92646 
PADI 5% Trng Fac, Nitrox Technical Diving 


DIVESTOREDIRECTORY 


BEYOND THE REEF DIVING 
ADVENTURE CENTER 

Your PADI adventure travel/training facility 
Join in one of our guided dive adventures 

Full sales, service / Redding CA (916)241-4530 


BLUE WATER DIVERS PADI 

1954-A Old Middlefiel Way, Mountain View, 
CA 94043 Dive Club, Dive Travel, Boat 
Charters, Tech Diver Equip. (415) 968-5992 ph/fax 


BOLD BLUE ADVENTURE DIVING 
(619) 258-7752 (800) 494-7752 

9540 Pathway, Ste 102, Santee, CA 92071 
PADI Resort, Rental, Sales, Classes, Travel 


BOTTOM TIME SCUBA 

(714) 645-3483 / (714) 968-6047 fax 
2013 Placentia Ave. #A, Costa Mesa, 

CA 92627-6220 / PADI 5*% Dive Center 


CAPTAIN AQUA’S FULL SERVICE i 
DIVE CENTER = (510) 490-5597 

40849 Fremont Boulevard, Fremont, CA 94538 
PADI 5 ¥ facility & on-site pool 


CATALINA SCUBA LUV (800) 262-DIVE 
126 Catalina Ave., Avalon, CA 90704 

2 DIVE BOATS: “Prince Neptune” (guided 
w/videographer), “King Neptune” (live-a-board) 


CORAL REEF WEST COAST 

(714) 891-5550 Scuba Institute PADI 5* fac 
14161 Beach Blvd., Westminster, CA 92683 
Open water to advanced, IE Instructor Programs 


DEPTH PERCEPTIONS 

(805) 772-3128 

3280 Main Street, Morro Bay, CA 93442 
YMCA. Complete sales, rental & service 


DIVE-IN SCUBA, INC. 

(805) 497-2822 / (805) 497-4432 fax 
1948 E. Thousand Oaks Blvd. 
Thousand Oaks, CA 91362 


DIVE N’ SURF 

(213) 372-8423 

504 N. Broadway, Redondo Beach, CA 90277 
PADI 5 ¥ full service retail fac, Indr solar heated 
pool, boat charters, rntls, repair 


DIVERS DISCOUNT SUPPLY i 

(909) 621-5000/(7 14) 521-1040 

(909) 626-6166 fax 

9197-H Central Avenue, Montclair, CA 91763 
Save 25-50% “NOBODY BEATS OUR PRICES!” 


DIVERS DISCOUNT SUPPLY i 

(310) 404-0000 / (714) 521-1040 

(310) 404-6153 fax / 14104 E. Firestone Blvd, 
Santa Fe Springs, CA 90670 

CALL FOR A FREE CATALOG 


DIVERS DISCOUNT SUPPLY Mk 

(619) 285-1000/(619) 285-9900 fax 

(800) 34-SCUBA 

4560 Alvarado Canyon Rd, San Diego, CA 92120 
HTTP://www.PADI.com/Divers-discount.htm 


DIVERS DISCOUNT SUPPLY 

(213) 850-5050 / (818) 242-3483 

(213) 850-5024 fax 

3575 Cahuenga Blvd W, Universal City, CA 90068 
“E-MAIL” US AT Divers-Disc @aol.com 


MALIBU DIVERS MK 

(310) 456-2396 

21231 Pacific Coast Hwy., Malibu, CA 90265 
Full service, PADI 5%, boat trips / travel 


MONTEREY BAY DIVE CENTER Mk 

(408) 656-0454 / 225 Cannery Row, Monterey 93940 
(408) 655-1818 / 598 Foam St., Monterey 93940 
(800) 60-SCUBA PADI 5*Facility 


MOTHER LODE 

(916) 446-4041 

2020 H Street, Sacramento, CA 95814 

5 facility, air fills, rntls, repairs, boat trips, 
classes, all major brands of equipment, PADI 


NAUTILUS AQUATICS 

(510) 932-DIVE 

3264 Buskirk Ave., Pleasant Hill, CA 94523 
PADI 5% center & SSI 


OCEAN ENTERPRISES i 

(619) 565-6054 / (619) 565-0717 fax 

7710 Balboa Ave Ste.101, San Diego,CA 92111 
PADI 5*IDC / Open Water thru Instructor 


OCEAN ODYSSEY DIVE CENTER 

(408) 475-DIVE 

2345 Rodeo Gulch Rd., Santa Cruz, CA 95062 
Open water through instructor, SSI, Nitrox/ 
deep air/ tri-mix, ANDI, IAND 


ORIGINAL STEELE’S, INC. 

(510) 682-5082 NAUI, YMCA, PADI 

1120 Meadow Ln., Concord, CA 94520 
Discount dive store, large selection, full service, 
classes, 56 years in business 


PACIFIC SPORTING GOODS 
(310) 434-1604 
11-39th Place, Belmont Shores, CA 90803 


SCUBA SCHOOLS OF AMERICA tk 
(909) 689-2422 

809 Indiana Ave., Riversida, CA 92504 
Rebreather Cert., Nitrox/Safe Air, Basic thru 
Instructor, NASDS, ANDI 


SCUBA TOYS (714) 527-0430 

6021 Orange Avenue, Cypress, CA 90630 
Air, rmtl, inst, rpr, NAUI trng fac NAUI, PADI 
nitrox cert., dive trips, training pool on site 


SCUBA WORLD OF SACRAMENTO 
(916) 332-8294 

5114 Madison Avenue, Sacramento, CA 95841 
Sales, Service, Rental, PADI 


SPLASH DIVE COMPANY (800) 99-SCUBA 
(310) 306-6733 http://splashdive.com 

E-mail: scuba@splashdive.com 

2490 Lincoln Blvd., Venice, CA 90291 


VALLEY AQUATICS 

(209) 52-SCUBA 

PO Box 4931, Modesto, CA 95352 

Full service dive center spec in dive travel 


COLORADO 


A-1 SCUBA CENTER 

(303) 789-2450 

1800 W. Oxford, Unit B, Englewood, CO 80110 
PADI IDC, travel, retail and instruction 


BEAVER DIVERS 

(303) 949-1012/(800) 748-2969 

41199 US Hwy 6 & 24, Eagle Vail, CO 81620 
BRINGING THE OCEAN CLOSER 


DENVER DIVERS & Mk 

A DIVER’S DREAM TRAVEL 

557 Milwaukee St., Denver, Co 80206 

SSI, NAUI, Scuba Club, Group and Individual 
Travel (303) 399-2877 


hi 
GIANT STRIDE SCUBA & W 
TRAVEL CENTER 

(303) 680-7333 (303) 680-4566 

4174 South Parker Rd., Aurora, CO 80014 
PADI, SSI, TDI, DAN, Nitrox 


HIGH PLAINS SCUBA CENTER 

(303) 493-8562 

1671 South College, Ft. Collins, CO 80525 
SSI, PADI, travel, retail, instruction & repair 


ODYSSEY DIVING, INC. 

(303) 452-8802 

10351 Grant, Unit 8, Thornton, CO 80229 

US Divers, Dacor, Henderson & Mares / PADI 


ROCKY MOUNTAIN DIVING CENTER 
(303) 232-2400 

1920 Wadsworth Blvd, Lakewood, CO 80215 
Full line dive store travel, SSI, ITC 


SCUBA COLORADO 
(303) 225-0777 
115 W. Harvard, Ft. Collins, CO 80525 











UNDERWATER CONNECTION 

(719) 599-3483 

4337 N Academy Blvd, Colorado Springs, CO 
80918 / PADI 5* facility, on-site pool 


UNDERWATER PHANTASEAS 

(303) 988-6725 

160 S. Union, Lakewood, CO 80228 

PADI 5%. Sales, service, rental, instr & travel 


CONNECTICUT 


BEACH NUT SPORTS CENTER 

(203) 399-6534 

314 Boston Post Road, Westbrook, CT 06498 
Full service dive shop, PADI instr, low prices 


DIVERS DEN OF TOLLAND i 

(800) 706-1133 ext. 7465/(860) 870-9737 

223 Merrow Road, Rt. 195, Tolland, CT 06084 
Full Service PADI store, sales, smiles, travel 


JACK’S DIVE CENTER, INC. i 

(860) 747-3170 PADI facility #20 

One Town Line Road, Plainville, CT 06062 
Since 1975-sales, service, instr, rentals & trips 


NEW ENGLAND SKI & SCUBA 

(203) 872-0113 

520 Hartford Turnpike, Vemon, CT 06066 
M-F 10-8, Sat 10-5, Sun 11-4 


ORBIT MARINE SPORTS Mk 
CENTER, INC. 

(203) 333-DIVE 

3273 Fairfield Ave., Bridgeport, CT 06605 
Sales, rentals, air, svc, charters, PADI, NAUI 


| 
‘ 
REX MARINE CENTER ¥ 
(203) 831-5236 PADI & NAUI 
144 Water St., South Norwalk, CT 06854 
Full service facility, sales, rentals, instr, charters 


THE DIVE SHOP 
(203) 740-9 166/(203) 740-9877 fax 
265 Federal Road, Brookfield, CT 06804 


UNDERWATER SWIMMERS, INC. MK 
(203) 932-0258 

526 Main Street, West Haven, CT 06516 

Full svc facility, charters, travel and dive club. 


DELAWARE 


FIRST STATE SPORTS, INC. tk 

(302) 998-6357 

3313 Old Capital Tr., Wilmington, DE 19808 
Instruction, sales, wreck dives, air 

NAUI Pro Facility F-006 


FLORIDA 


ABYSS PRO DIVE CENTER 
(800) 432-2242 (305) 289-4433 
MM 61, Duck Key, FL 33050 
Trips, Rental, Sales, PADI/SSI Instr. 


ABYSS PRO DIVE CENTER/ FL KEYS 
(800) 457-0134/(305) 743-2126 MM 54 
Marathon / Clean, roomy 34’ six-pax dive boat 
Underwater video & camera rental, PADI/SSI 


ADMIRAL DIVE CENTER (800) 346-DIVE 
M.M. 105, Bayside, Key Largo, FL 33037 
Private guest house/cottage, Pkg Values! 
Instruction daily, email: admiral @reefnet.com 


AMERICAN DIVE CENTER, INC. 
Boca Raton & Coral Springs 

(800) 393-0621 & (800) 310-0174 
Email: info @americandivecenter.com 


AMERICAN PRO DIVING CENTER 
(800) 291-DIVE/(352) 563-5230 fax 

US 19, Crystal River, FL 34429 

Guided Manatee trous, all referals, PADI 5*% 


AMY SLATE’S AMORAY Hs 

DIVE RESORT 

Key Largo Dive/Accom. Packages 

Fla. Keys Reef Charters & U/W Weddings 
PADI/BSAC/NAUI Inst. (800) 426-6729 


DIVESTOREDIRECTORY 


AQUA-NUT DIVERS AT KELLY’S ON 
THE BAY (800) 226-0415 
http://Florida-Keys.fl.us/kelly.htm 

104220 Overseas Hwy, Key Largo, FL 33037 
Specialize in dive groups - 10 dives w/tw $160 


AQUA-SPECIALTY DIVE CENTER, INC. 
(305) 423-8340 NAUI/1.A.N.T.D 

13710 W. State Rd. 84, Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33325 
Nitrox fills, training, referrals, dive charters 


AUSTIN’S DIVING CENTER, INC. 

(305) 665-0636/(305) 665-0789 fax 

10525 South Dixie Hwy., Miami, FL 33156 
Sales, instruction, repairs, air, most major brands 


BLUE GROTTO 
(352) 528-5770 
Rt. 3, Box 2790, Williston, FL 32696 


BUD ‘N MARY’S DIVE CENTER 
(800)344-7352/(305)664-22 1 1/(305)664-5592 fax 
MM 79.85 Overseas Hwy, P.O. Box 1166 
Islamorada, FL 33036 


CAPTAIN J’S SCUBA CENTER 

(904) 654-5300/(904) 654-5375 FAX - DAN 
301 Hwy 98 East, Destin, FL 32541 - NACD 
http://www.destinfl.com/captj.htm - IANTD 
Scuba/snorkeling trips, nitrox/inst, NAUI-PADI 


CAPTAIN’S CORNER DIVE CENTER 
Zero Duval St./511-A Greene St., Key West, FL 
33040 Multilingual Inst. (Japanese, Spanish, 
German)PADI 5*(305)296-8865/(305)296-8918 


CARIBBEAN WATERSPORTS 

(888) SEA-REEF (800) 223-6728 

Cheeca Lodge Resort, MM 82, 

Islamorada, FL 33036 Sheraton Key Largo 
Resort, MM 97, Key Largo, FL 33037 


CHUCK’S DIVE WORLD 
(904)678-5001/(800)224-DIVE / PADI 5* 
92 John Sims Parkway, Valparaiso, FL 32580 
Service, rental, charters, instr, intl dive travel 


CONCH REPUBLIC DIVERS (800) 274-DIVE 
(305) 852-1655 e-mail:ckandtom @fla.net 
90311 Overseas Highway, Tavernier, FL 33070 
Best of the Keys dvg!personalized charters/pkgs 


CRYSTAL LODGE DIVE CENTER 

525 NW 7th Avenue, Crystal River, FL 34428 
Manatee Tours, 3 day cert., located at Best 
Western C.R. (352) 795-6798 


CYPRESS SPRINGS 

(904) 535-2960 Cypress Springs Road / SR 79 
Vernon (8.3 miles S. I-10 / Exit 17), FL 32462 
Fresh water spring scuba diving, classes, canoe, 
livery - full service, RV park 


DEEP DIVERS UNLIMITED 

(407) 286-0078 

6085 SE Federal Highway, Stuart, FL 34997 
PADI & NITROX instr., referral certs. welcome 


DEEP 6 DIVERS SERVICE 

(813) 688-3015 

1631 E. Edgewood Dr., Lakeland, FL 33803 
NAULYMCA 


DEEP SIX DIVE & 

WATERSPORTS - FT. PIERCE 

(561) 465-4114 / (561) 562-3028 fax 

2323 S. Federal Hwy, Ft. Pierce, FL 34982 
Beach Diving, All PADI Certificaton 


DEEP SIX DIVE & 

WATERSPORTS - JENSEN BEACH 

(561) 692-2747 / (S61) 562-3028 fax 

3289 NW Federal Hwy, Jensen Bch, FL 34957 
Beach Diving, All PADI Certification 


DEEP SIX DIVE & 

WATERSPORTS - MELBOURNE 

(561) 951-1804 / (561) 562-3028 fax 

1559 W. New Haven, W. Melbourne, FL 32904 
Nearest Beach Diving to Disney, All PADI Cert. 


DEEP SIX DIVE & 

WATERSPORTS - STUART 

(561) 288-3999 / (561) 562-3028 fax , 
2419 SE Federal Hwy, Stuart, FL 34994 
Beach Diving, All PADI Certification 


DEEP SIX DIVE & 

WATERSPORTS - VERO BEACH 

(561) 562-2883 / (561) 562-3028 fax 

416 Miracle Mile Plaza, Vero Beach, FL 32960 
Nearest Bch Diving to Disney,PADI 5% Facility 


DEPTH PERCEPTION DIVE CENTER 
(813) 689-3483 

10075 E. Adamo Drive, Tampa, FL 33619 
Openwater thru assistant inst., nitrox, adv. 
nitrox, ext. range (deep air) 


DISCOVER DIVING DIVE CENTER MK 
(904) 760-3483/(904) 760-4348 fax 1987-1997 
92 Dunlawton Cswy, Daytona Bch/Pt Orange, FL 
Dive wrecks & more on Daytona’s only dive boat 


DISCOVERY DIVE i 

(305) 453-9630 (800) 622-6813 

104180 Overseas Hwy, Key Largo, FL 33037 

3 day cert., nitrox cls, nite dives, daily dive trips 


DIVEBOAT MOORINGS 

(813) 864-3483 

5687 9th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33705 
Full service shop, daily gulf trips 


DIVE BUDDIES INC MK 

(407) 631-7649/(800) 528-DIVE 

4110 North U.S. 1, Cocoa, FL 32927 
PADI 5* training facility. We do it all! 


DIVE SHOP, THE 

(904) 492-DIVE / 492-3483 Perdido Key 
13111 Sorrento Rd, Pensacola, FL 32507 
Full service, charters, rentals, YMCA, CMAS 


DIVER’S CENTER 
(407) 779-4800 / (407) 779-0491 fax 
2332 N. Highway A1A, Indialantic, FL 32903 


DIVERS CITY, USA (800) 649-4659 

Fax (305) 451-5251, Email: DiversCity @aol.com 
104001 Overseas Hwy, Key Largo, FL 33037 
NAUI, PADI , TDI, HSA, IANTD, DAN 


DIVER’S DEN OF PENSACOLA 

(904) 438-0650 

518 North 9th Avenue, Pensacola, FL 32501 
Daily dive charters 


DIVERS OASIS SCUBA CENTER 

(904) 774-2091 / (904) 774-2092 fax 

2422 S. Volusia Ave., Orange City, FL 32763 
PADI, NACD, nitrox 


DIVERS OUTLET STORES i 
800-DIVE-USA/2 locations to serve you better 
Key Largo-MM 106 Bayside/FL City-US Hwy 1 


Guaranteed the best selection at the lowest prices 


DIVERS UNLIMITED Mi 

(305) 981-0156 

6023 Hollywood Blvd., Hollywood FL 33024 
PADI IDC.Awarded #1 trng fac in US by PADI 


DOLPHIN DIVE CENTER 

(813) 924-2785 

6018 S. Tamiami Trail, Sarasota, FL 34231 
PADI, NAUTI, sales, mtls, air, service charters 


EASTERN ACADEMY OF SCUBA tk 
EDUCATION - VERO BEACH 

(800) 732-9685 

416 Miracle Mile, Vero Beach, FL 32960 


FANTASEA SCUBA HEADQUARTERS tk 
(904) 837-6943 PADI 5% IDC / DVI Resort 
#1, Highway 98, Destin, FL 32541 
Sales,service,gulf charters, instr,mtls,air&travel 


FLORIDA FROGMAN, INC. 

(305) 599-9900/(305) 591-2774 FAX 

2852 NW 72nd Ave., Miami, FL 33122 

Across from Miami Int’! Airport NAUI Pro Fac 


FLORIDAZE DIVE CENTER 

(800) 437-3483 / (305) 852-1432 

MM 90.8, Tavenier, Florida Keys 33070 
PADI 5%, 6 pass.dive charters, hotel pkgs. 


GULF COAST DIVE PROS MK 

(904) 456-8845 

7203 Hwy. 98 W., Pensacola, FL. 32506 
NAUI, PADI, full service year round 


H20 SCUBA 

(305) 956-3483 

160 Sunny Isles Blvd., 
N. Miami Bch, FL 33160 


HYDROSPACE DIVE SHOP 

(904) 234-3063/(904) 234-9463 

3605A Thomas Dr/6422 W Hwy 98, PCB, FL 32407 
NAUI, PADI, SSI Fac, Open water thru asst 
instr., Daily reef & wreck dives 


INNERSPACE DIVE SHOP 

(800) 538-2896/(305) 872-2319 PADI, NAUI 
PO Box 430637, MM 29.5, Big Pine, FL 33043 
Pro dive shop, daily reef trips to Looe Key 


KEY WEST / LOOKER DIVING 

(305) 294-2249 / (800) 245-2249 

100 Grinnell St, PO Box 4035, Key West 33040 
PADI, SSI, NAUI / Go the extra mile! 


KEY WEST / SEACLYPSE DIVERS 
(305) 296-1975 / (800) 626-6396 

(305) 296-9516 fax / Key West, FL 33045 
6-passenger charters, PADI 5 ®dive center 
Dive hotel packages 


KEY WEST/SUBTROPIC Hs 

DIVE CENTER 

(305) 296-9914/(800) 85-DIVE 

1605 N. Roosevelt Blvd., Key West, FL 33040 
Full Dive Packages & Reservation Service 


KONA KAI BAYFRONT RESORT 
(800) 365-STAY / (305) 852-7200 
Key Largo’s Hidden Treasure 

Stay and Dive with the Best! 


LIGHTHOUSE DIVE CENTER 

(305) 782-1100 

2507 North Ocean Blvd, Pompano Bch, FL 33062 
PADI 5*Facility, IANTD, NAUI referrals 


MARATHON DIVERS 

(305) 289-1141 / (800) 724-5798 

12221 Overseas Hwy., Marathon Key, FL 33050 
Full service diving facility. Great prices! 


MERIDIAN DIVERS, INC. 

(904) 262-1606 Jacksonville, FL 
Sales, Service, Trips, Instruction Nitrox 
Offshore Charters 


OCEAN DIVERS (305) 451-1113 ik 
522 Caribbean Dr., Key Largo, FL 33037 
Daily Dive Charters/Dive Lodging Pkgs 
PADI Career Development Center 


OCEAN DIVING SCHOOLS Mi 

OF FLORIDA 

(305) 943-3337 

750 E. Sample Rd., Pompano Beach, FL 33064 


OMEGA BLUE, INC. 

(800) 755-3111 / (305) 783-3111 

P.O. Box 10834, Pompano Beach, FL 33061 
Web site: http://www.omegablue.com 


PIPIN’S DIXIE DIVERS KEY LARGO 
(800) 33-PIPIN / (305) 453-9773 fax 
Dockside, 1 Seagate Blvd, 

Key Largo, FL 33037 


PROFESSIONAL SCUBA tk 
ASSOCIATION 

Hal Watts, Pres. (352) 368-7974 

9487 NW 115th Avenue, Ocala, FL 32675 
Deep air, nitrox, tri-mix, cave, 40 Fathom Grotto 


SCUBA III DIVE CENTER 

(407) 862-5489 / (800) US SCUBA 

937 West State Road, Altamonte Springs 
FL 32714/ Close to Disney World! 


SCUBA REFERRALS OF 

SOUTH FLORIDA 

(800) 585-DIVE/(954) 771-6571 

Privately escorted certification dives & 
hassle-free pleasure diving from W. Palm 
Beach to Ft. Lauderdale. 


SCUBA TECH 

(904) 837-1933/(904) 837-2822 

10004 Hwy 98 West & 312 Hwy 98 East, Destin 
Diving charters & instruction, two locations. 
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SCUBA WEST i 

(813) 863-6911 Ist 5* facility on West Coast 
8109 New York, Ave., Hudson, FL 34667 

All specialties, local and exotic travel 


SEA-J’S SCUBA & TRAVEL, INC. 

(813) 585-3483 / (813) 581-2011 fax 

12499 Seminole Boulevard, Largo, FL 34648 
NASDS, NAUI, TDI, IANTD 


SEALANDIA SCUBA CENTER 

(941) 775-6646 FAX (941) 775-0094 

2377 E. Tamiami Trail, Naples, FL 34112 
NAUI, IANTD, Scubapro & Sea Quest gear 


SEAPRO SCUBA CENTER OF PALM BCH 
(407) 844-DIVE / PADI 5*® 

3619 Broadway, Riviera Beach, FL 33404 
Referrals welcome, dive the Princess Anne 


SPRING SYSTEMS DIVE OUTPOST 
(904) 776-1449 

20148 180th St., Live Oak, FL 32060 
Cave diving at its best! 


SOUTH EAST DIVING INSTITUTE 
(800) 352-7234 

1717 South U.S. 1, Fort Pierce, FL. 34950 
PADI 5* 


SOUTHPOINT DIVERS, INC. 
800-824-6811; southpoint@aol.com 
Highest rated diveshop in Key West 

Open 8am - 10pm daily. Call for packages! 


STEAMBOAT DIVE INN 

(904) 935-2283 / (904) 935-1471 FAX 

Corner US Hwy 27&129, Brandford, FL 32008 
O/W through mixed gas trng, tech. dvng, motel 


SUNSHINE SCUBA 

(800) 878-3483 / (813) 585-0938 « NAUI 
1901 West Bay Drive #10, Largo, FL 34640 
NASE, YMCA, CMAS, NSSCDS & NITROX 


TACKLE SHACK DIVING HDQTRS 
(813) 546-5080 

7801 66th St., N, Pinellas Park, FL 34665 
Large inventory of hard to find items 


THE DIVE STATION 

(800) 282-3328 / (407) 843-3483 

3465 Edgewater Drive, Orlando, FL 32804 
PADI Instructor Development Center 


THE SCUBA CLUB, INC. hk 

(800) 835-2466 / (407) 844-2466 

4708 Poinsettia Ave, West Palm Bch, FL 33407 
America’s only country club for divers since 
1972, YMCA, SSI, PADI, NAUI 


UNDERSEAS, INC. 

(800) 446-5663 / (305) 872-2700 

U.S.1, MM 30.5, Big Pine Key, FL 33043 
Looe Key trips daily, rntls, repairs, sales, PADI 


UNDERSEAS SPORTS 

(305) 564-8661 / (800) 842-9798 

1450 N Federal Hwy, Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33304 
PADI, NAUI 


VORTEX SPRINGS, INC. 

(904) 836-4979 / (800) 342-0640 

Rte 2, Box 650, Hwy 81 North, 

Ponce De Leon, FL 32455 

Sales, svc, rentals, group lodging, camping, 50’ 
deep spring, clear water all year, no waves. 


WORLD DOWN UNDER, INC. 

(800) 245-3483/(305) 664-9312 

PO Box 1001, Islamorada, FL 33036 

Reef & wreck trips daily/boat rentals, PADI inst 


GEORGIA 


ISLAND DIVE CENTER cK 

(800) 940-DIVE / (912) 638-6590 

107 Marina Drive, St. Simons Isl, GA 31522 
PADI 5* Training Fac, Scubapro Dealer, instr., 
sales, service, rental, air, local charters 
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PLANET OCEAN DIVERS, INC. W 
(404) 973-7909 


2714 Sandy Plains Road, Marietta, GA 30066 
PADI classes, equipment, trips 


4 

SEA SPORTS SCUBA ; 

(770) 992-0450/(770) 992-2060 fax 

11060 Alpharetta Hwy, #152, Roswell, GA 30076 
A PADI 5% Career Development Center 


HAWAII 


5 STAR SCUBA (808) 661-5500 

P.O. Box 10056, Lahaina, Maui, HI 96761 
PADI International Resort Association #18297 
Email:millen@aol.com 

Web: www.aloha.net/~star5 


A SEA PARADISE SCUBA 

(808) 322-2500 / (800) 322-KONA 

78-7128 Kaleiopapa Rd,Kailua-Kona, HI 96740 
PADI full service 


A BEAUTIFUL SUNRISE ON KAUAI 
(800)695-DIVE/(808)822-REEF,Hawaii’s 
First PADI Enriched Air Dive Center, U/W 
Scooters,Nitrox, 24-hr Fills, FREE INFO 


ALOHA DIVE SHOP - PADI 5* 

(808) 395-5922 (808) 395-8882 

Koko Marina Shopping Ctr., Honolulu, HI 96825 
Daily boat dvs,classes,beginning dvs,complete retail 


CAMP SMITH OCEAN CONCEPTS 
(808) 484-1238, ATEA Military Dive Hatrs. 
PADI 5 Star IDC, Boat Dives 

E-mail: oceanc @aloha.com 


CAPT. NEMO’S OCEAN EMPORIUM 
Maui’s only 5% IDC, intro dives thru instructor 
training, full service, air repair, and retail 2 & 3 tank 
Molokin & Lanai boat trips, snorkel trips & rental. 
1-800-367-8088 


DIVE AUTHORITY 

(808) 596-PADI, Honolulu 
Boat Dives, PADI Dive Center 
Web: //www.aloha.com/~oceanc 


DIVE AUTHORITY 

(808) 677-9933, Waikele 

Boat Dives, Rentals, PADI Instruction 
Web: //www.aloha.com/~oceanc 


DIVE KAUAI SCUBA CENTER 

(808) 822-0452/(800) 8CU-DIVE 

976 Kuhio Hwy, Kapaa, Kauai, HI 96746 
http://www.aloha.com/~divkauai/ 


DIVE MAUI 

(808) 667-2080, e-mail offshore @ maui.net 
NAUI, PADI, SSI, EAN. 900 Front St., Lahaina, 
HI 96761 / Full service island diving since1981 


ECO * ADVENTURES, Kona-Hawaii 

(800) 949-3483;Fax808-329-709 1/PADI/ANDI 
ecodive@ bigisland.com Air/Room/Car pkgs 
Manta, Blue Water&Long Range dives. Nitrox 


ED ROBINSON’S DIVING ADVENTURES 
(800) 635-1273/(808) 879-3584 Maui, HI 
E-Mail: robinson @ maui.net 
http://www.maui.net/~robinson/erda.html 


HAPPY MAUI DIVING & TOURS 

(808) 669-0123 http://www.maui.net/~mmiller/ 
(808) 669-7800 Fax (mmiller@maui.net) 

840 Wainee Street, #106, Lahaina, HI 96761 
Shore/Boat dive packages 


HAWAIIAN DIVERS SSI, PADI, IANTD 
(808)329-5662/(800)525-7234/(808)329-2243 fx 
75-5660 Palani Rd #P-1, Kailua-Kona, HI 96740 
Shark Cage, Open Ocean Dives, Tech. Cert. 


JACK’S DIVING LOCKER (800)345-4807 or 
(808) 329-7585 Email: dive @ ILHawaii.net 
75-5819 Alii Drive, Kailua-Kona, HI 96740 
http://www. ilhawaii.net/~dive 


KANEOHE OCEAN CONCEPTS 
(808) 254-7669, Kailua, Kaneohe 
Military Scuba Headquarters 

PADI 5 Star IDC 


KOHALA DIVERS, LTD 

(808) 882-7774 / PO Box 44940 

Kawaihae Shopping Ctr, Kawaihae, HI 96743 
PADI 5 Xcenter, serving the Kohala Coast 


KONA COAST DIVERS 

(800) KOA-DIVE/ (808) 329-8802 

e-mail: divekona@ ilhawaii.net or internet 
http://konacoastdivers.com NAUI,SSI,PADI 
One stop facility. Prof since 1967 


tt 
LAHAINA DIVERS W 
(800) 998-DIVE / (808) 667-6280 
143 Dickenson Street, Lahaina-Maui, HI 96761 
Charters, training, rentals, PADI 5* w/NAUI & 
SSI open water comp. 


MAHI DIVERS 

(808) 696-7200, Waianae 

Boat Dives, Introductory Scuba Dives 
Full Service Dive Center 


MAUI DIVE SHOP 

(800) 542-3483 

1455 South Kihei Rd., Kihei, HI 96753 
Email: mauidive@ maui.net 

Web Site: http://www.mauidiveshop.com 


OCEAN CONCEPTS SCUBA 

(808) 808-DIVE, (808) 677-7975 

6 locations, PADI 5* IDC, Full service 
//www.aloha.com/~oceanc, oceanc @aloha.com 


PACIFIC DIVE 

(808) 874-5332/(800) 876-5334 

1993 S. Kihei Rd., Unit 22, Kihei, HI 96753 
PADI 5 Star Training Facility 


SEA SPORT DIVERS 
(808)742-9303/(800)685-5889/(808)742-6636 fax 
2827 Poipu Rd, POB 638,Koloa,Kauai, HI 96756 
A full svc PADI & NAUI fac,shore/boat tours! 


TROPICAL DIVERS MAUI (808) 667-7709 
PO Box 5419, Lahaina, Maui, HI 96761 

Email tropdie@maui.net, full sve PADI dv ctr 
http//www.maui.net/~tropdive 


WEST BEACH DIVE CENTER 

(808) 696-6285 wbdchawaii@aol.com 
85-880 Farrington Hwy., Waianae, HI 96792 
IANTD/PADI, EANX, Trimix & Rebreather 


WINDWARD DIVE CENTER 

(808) 263-2311 

789 Kailua Rod., Kailua, HI 96734 

Open Water Through Instructor, NDAx Nitrox 


[IbAHoO 


H & H DIVE & TRAVEL i 

(208) 233-7802 NAUI Pro Fac / PADI & HSI 
1684 Kraft Road, Pocatello, ID 83201/Handicap 
Scuba Assoc/ 60,000 gallon training aquarium 


ILLINOIS 


ACTION ONE DIVE CENTER 

(618) 656-REEF/7333 

214 South Main, Edwardsville, IL 62025 
IDEA full service training center 


BERRY SCUBA 
(312) 763-1626 PADI 
6674 N. Northwest Hwy, Chicago, IL 60631 


iH 

BLACK MAGIC DIVE SHOP W 

(708) 362-DIVE 

253 Peterson Road, Libertyville, IL 60048 
PADI 5% Technical trgn facility, diving charters 


CAPTAIN DALE’S DIVE CENTER 

(847) 520-4689 / (847) 520-0560 fax 

71 S. Milwaukee Avenue, Wheeling, IL 60090 
Scubapro & other top lines PADI/Nitrox/Charters 


DIVENTURES 

(312) 348-DIVE 

1017 West Diversey, Chicago, IL 60614 
NAUI, SSI, instr, air, rentals, travel & repair 


D.LV.E. SYSTEMS, INC. 

(708) 449-FINS 

1812 Taft Ave., Berkeley, IL 60163 
NAUI, PADI, full service, travel 


DJ’S SCUBA LOCKER MK 

(708) 442-4388/(708) 442-4471 fax 

7840 West Ogden Avenue, Lyons, IL 60534 
PADI Dive Center, Sales — Service — Trips 


ILLINOIS INSTITUTE OF DIVING i 
(708) 858-8884 

436 Roosevelt Road, Glen Ellyn, IL 60137 
Full svc, sales, travel & instr, NAUI, SSI, PADI 


LAKE MICHIGAN SCUBA CENTER 
(815) 33-SCUBA 

680 S. Eastwood Dr., Woodstock, IL 60098 
PADI 5% fac,84-degree indoor pool,travel,sales 
Lake MI chrtrs “Your one stop dive facility” 


MANN OVERBOARD 

(815) 433-0307 

113 West Center Street, Ottawa, IL 61350 
Full Service PADI/IANTD/TDI 


MID-AMERICA SCUBA 

(618) 624-8881 

5900 N. Illinois #9, Fairview Heights, IL 62208 
Full Service PADI 5% Facility 


PRO DIVE SHOP, INC. 

(217) 428-0599 

1027 W. Eldorado St., Decatur, IL 62522 
Instruction, sales, dive vacations 


PROSPECT DIVE & SPORT SHOP iM 
(708) 259-0606 

870 S. Arthur Ave, Arlington Heights, IL 60005 
PADI 5% - NAUI PRO - FREE AIR FILLS 


iV 
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PURR-FECT SCUBA WIN 


(815) 937-1413 
263 W. Court, Kankakee, IL 60901 
PADI 5% full service facility, dive travel 


SCUBA DIVING SCHOOLS OF AMERICA 
(708) 393-7060 

4 South 100 Rt 59,Unit 14 Naperville,IL 60563 
NASDS Instructor Training Facility 
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SCUBA EMPORIUM W 

(708) 389-9410 

12003 S. Cicero, Alsip, IL 60658 

PADI instr, courses monthly, heated pool 


SCUBA WORLD INC. 

(618) 277-DIVE (3483) 

3324 N. Illinois Street, Swansea, IL 62226 
Full Service PADI 5 Star Dive Center 


SENTRY POOL & DIVE 
(800) 443-8625 / (309) 797-9721 
1529-46th Ave., Moline, IL 61265 
PADI 5% full facility 


TOUCAN DIVE 
(847) 356-7826 
756 Frontage Rd., Lake Villa, IL 60046 


UNDERSEAS SCUBA CENTER, INC. MK 
(708) 833-8383 

611 N. Addison Road, Villa Park, IL 60181 
Sea Quest, Scubapro, US Divers 


UNDERWATER SAFARIS 

(312) 337-6151 

620 N. LaSalle, Chicago, IL 60610 

Full sve facility, trips, rentals, air, etc. PADI 


UNDERWATER SAFARIS 

(312) DIVE-999 

2950 North Lincoln Ave., Chicago, IL 60657 
Full sve. fac, trips, rntls air, PADI 5*, pool 


INDIANA 


CARIBBEAN DIVERS (219) 489-7919 

(219) 489-8149 fax http://centralnet.net/cdivers 
7722 Lima Road, Fort Wayne, IN 46818 
SCUBAPRO,OCEANIC,SHERWOOD, TABATA 


DIVER’S SUPPLY INDY 
(317) 897-2822 / (317) 895-8160 fax 
8017 E. Washington St., Indianapolis, IN 46219 


DIVERS SUPPLY MUNCIE, INC. 
(317) 288-4868 

3715 S. Walnut St., Muncie, IN 47302 
PADI 5*® Full Service Center & travel 








DIVERS WORLD INC. 

(812) 423-2738 

1271 E. Morgan Avenue, Evansville, IN 47711 
Full rentals, sales, service, education, SSI 


DIVING DEN, INC. HK 

(317) 452-1034 

2229 E. County Rd., OONS, Kokomo, IN 46902 
PADI 5* full service facility, travel 


HART CITY SCUBA, INC. t 

(219) 264-3528 

2200 Cassopolis Street, Elkhart, IN 46516 
PADI 5* facility, travel, NITROX 


LAKE COUNTY DIVERS 

(219) 942-0016 

305 Main St., (Rt. 51), Hobart, IN 46342 
Dacor equip, PADI 5* IDC training facility 


MIDWEST SCUBA CENTER MK 
(317) 872-2522 

4306 W. 96th St., Indianapolis, IN 46268 
On-site indoor pool, 5*facility; PADI 


SCUBA LAKE MICHIGAN CHARTERS 
(219) 271-0192 

52737 E. Cypress Circle, South Bend, IN 46637 
CHB/SHP rates Dive aboard the “Sea Quest IT’ 


SCUBA QUEST 

(317) 77D IVER 

597 Westfield Road, Noblesville, IN 46060 
Full service PADI dive center 


SCUBALAND 

(812) 234-0774 

1312 Wabash Avenue, Terre Haute, IN 47807 
PADI facility, sales, service & instruction 


THE MERMAIDS QUEST 

(219) 256-6875 

305 E. McKinley,Us.20E,Mishawaka, IN 46545 
Lessons, rentals, sales, air. PADI 


KANSAS 


THE DIVE SHOP 

(913) 677-DIVE 

7300 Frontage Rd., Merriam, KS 66203 
NAUI Pro Facility, full service facility 


THE PIRATES DEN 

(913) 462-6631 / Colby, KS 

PADI certification, including specialties 
Equipment rental, sales, & service / air station 


KENTUCKY 


AQUARIUS DIVE SHOP 
(606) 431-8626 
800 Elm Street, Ludlow, KY 41016 


KENTUCKY DIVING HEADQUARTERS 
(502) 897-6481 

3928 Shelbyville Road, Louisville, KY 40207 
Top pro equip for less/See our large showroom 


LOUISVILLE DIVE SHOP 

(502) 458-8427 

2478 Bardstown Rd, Louisville, KY 40205 
Everything in diving! 


NORTHERN KENTUCKY DIVING CTR. 
(606) 283-1550 

733 Burlington Pike, Flurence, KY 41042 
SSI, Instructor training facility, indoor heated 
pool on location, sales, service & rental 


YA-WANNA IGUANA DIVE CENTER, INC. 


PO Box 775, Madisonville, KY 42431 
Instruction, Sales, Rentals, Repair, U/W 
Salvage, Dive Vacations (502) 821-4774 


LOUISIANA 


CORAL REEF DIVE SHOP 

(504) 641-9888 

2217 Carey Street, Slidell, LA 70458 
ScubaPro, O’ Neil, Underwater Kinetics, PADI 


DIVESTOREDIRECTORY 


RUM POINT DIVERS PADI Int Resort 
Assoc. & REEF Foundation Station. 

Visit our site at 
<http://www.belizemet.com/rumpoint.html> or 
contact us by Email <rupel @btl.net> 


THE SCUBA COMPANY tk 

(504) 244-6292 

7212 Hayne Blvd,New Orleans,LA 70126-1857 
PADI 5* IDC - Rig dives 


MAINE 


YORK BEACH SCUBA 

(207) 363-3330 (207) 363-5040 fax 
http://www.biddeford.com/~ybs 

19 Railroad Avenue, York Beach, ME 03910 
Northeast Primiere Dive Resort 


MARYLAND 


AMERICAN WATER SPORTS 

(301) 449-1408 (fax -1409) 

6306 C Old Branch Ave, Camp Springs, MD 20748 
Full svc, PADI/SSI; Spec in photo/videography 


fk 
ANNAPOLIS SCUBA CENTER W 

(410) 266-8327 

150 G Jennifer Road, Annapolis, MD 21401 
Full service PADI 5* facility 


AQUA VENTURES, INC. 

(410) 66-OCEAN 

9731 York Rd, Cockeysville, MD 21030 
Full sve fac, priv. & group instruction, SSI 


CHESAPEAKE UNDERWATER SPORTS 
(410) 280-0648 / (800) 244-3095 

416 Fourth Street, Annapolis, MD 21403 

PADI, NAUI, US Divers, Henderson, Cressi-Sub 


EAST COAST DIVERS 

(410) 939-9030 / (410) 939-6175 

311 Saint Johns St, Harve De Grace, MD 21078 
Full Service, PADI 


TIDEWATER AQUATICS (800) 637-2102 
Visit Us Online http://www.md-scuba.com 

1147 South Sailsbury Blvd, #7, Sailsbury, MD 
NITROX, technical diving, charters, full service 


WET DREAMS DIVE & TRAVEL 
(301)253-0097 PADI5* IDC / ANDI 
26437 Ridge Road, Damascus, MD 20872 
Quality, Service & Price; 60+ name brands 


MASSACHUSETTS 


CAPE ANN DIVERS 

2 dive boats & free guided shore dives. Full svc 
store | hr N of Boston. Call for free brochure 
(508) 281-8082 You’ll love our wrecks, walls & reefs. 


DIVER’S MARKET, INC. MK 

(508) 746-DIVE 

319 Court Street, Plymouth, MA 02360 
PADI 5* facility, dive travel & wreck diving 


MASS DIVING, INC. i 

5% PADI IDC Training Facility 

247 West Central St. Natick, MA 01760 
(508) 651-0698 http://www.ndl.net/~mdi 


NORTHEAST SCUBA (508) 256-2300 
16 Alpine Lane, Chelmsford, MA 01824 
PADI - Sales, Instruction, Rentals, Charters 
Boat & Kayak Rentals (508) 256-7065 fax 


NORTHEAST SCUBA, INC. Hk 
(508) 777-DIVE 
125 Liberty St., Danvers, MA 01923 


SOUTH SHORE SKIN DIVERS INC. 
(617) 294-0819 

147 Bridge St., North Weymouth, MA 02191 
Sales, service, rentals, lessons. PADI 


THE SCUBA CENTER 

(508) 761-5015 

One Highland Ave.,S. Attleboro, MA 02703 
Full svc, local and tropical dive travel 
(Caribbean), all specialties available; PADI 


UNITED DIVERS 

(617) 666-0410 

59 Washington Street, Somerville, MA 02143 
Over 25 years serving Boston’s divers 


MICHIGAN 


DIVE INN WATERSPORTS 

(810) 987-6263/(810) 987-6041 fax 

3858 24th Avenue, Port Huron, MI 48060 
Full sve fac., IDEA Instructor & Tech training 


DIVE SITE 

(616) 323-3700/ (800)622-6235 

9125 Portage Rd., Kalamazoo, MI 49002 
S.S.1., Training from beginner to instructor 


DIVER’S DEN 

(810) 693-9801 

604 S. Lapeer Rd., Lake Orion, MI 48362 
Sales, service, rentals & local charters 


DIVERS INCORPORATED 

(313) 971-7770 

3380 Washtenaw Ave., Ann Arbor, MI 48104 
PADI 5% IDC/AANTD training fac, sls, svc, nitrox 


GREAT LAKES DIVE CENTER, INC. 
(810) 254-7670/(810) 254-7520 fax 

47450 Van Dyke, Shelby Township, MI 48317 
PADI 5* Facility 


GREAT LAKES DIVE LOCKER 
(616) 531-9440 

4909 S. Division, Wyoming, MI 49548 
Full service, year round PADI instruction 


GREAT LAKES SCUBA 

(616) 943-3483 

22 N. US #31 South, Traverse City, MI 49684 
PADI 5, Sales, Service, Rentals, Trips 


GREAT LAKES TECHNICAL DIVING, LTD. 
(313) 676-3125/(313) 676-4919 fax 

9504 Groth, Grosse Ile, MI 48138 

Full Service Dive Center, Nitrox and Travel 


M & M DIVING 

(906) 863-7330 

1901 10th St., Box 74, Menomonee, MI 49858 
Lake Superior & Lake Michigan charters 


MACOMB SCUBA CENTER 

(810) 558-9922 

13465 E. 12th Mile Rd., Warren, MI 48093 
Full service, charter boat, PADI 5* 


MICHIANA SCUBA 

(616) 683-4502 

301 East Main, Niles, MI 49120 

Compl. training fac, sales, rprs., air, trvl., PADI 


SPORT & TECH SCUBA CENTER INC. 
G-4278 S. Saginaw St., Burton, MI 48529 
IDEA - IANTD - TDI, Sport and Tech 
Diving Instruction and Sales (810) 744-1801 


THE DIVE SHOP (810) 732-3900 
(800)277-2077 / G-4020 Corunna Road 

Flint, MI 48532 / SSI Basic-Adv-I[ANTD-TDI 
Look for us on World Wide Web 


WEST MICHIGAN DIVING MK 

CENTER INC. 

(616) 755-3771 

2367 W. Sherman Blvd., Muskegon, MI 49441 
5% PADI training facility 


MINNESOTA 


FANTASEA SCUBA & TRAVEL 7 days/wk 
(612) 890-DIVE(3483) / (612) 890-7237 fax 
Minnesota’s ONLY PADI 5® IDC Dive Center 
Just three minutes from the Mall Of America 
Scubapro, Sherwood, Tabata, Mares and more 


INNERSPACE SCUBA CENTER i 
(888) 302-2822 

4910 Miller Trunk Hwy, Duluth, MN 55811 
Full line scuba 


MINNESOTA SCHOOL OF DIVING 
(218) 829-5953 

712 Washington St, Brainerd, MN 56401 
PADI, commercial diving & instruction 


NORTHLAND DIVERS INC. HK 

(612) 777-4278 

2017 Woodlynn Ave., Maplewood, MN 55109 
PADI 5* dive center, travel & instruction 


SCUBA CENTER-EAGAN 

(615) 681-8434 (612) 681-8433 fax 

1571 Century Point, Eagan, MN 55121 
PADI 5%, TDI NITROX & Tech. Training 


SCUBA CENTER-MINNEAPOLIS 

(612) 925-4818 (612) 925-5933 fax 

5015 Penn Ave. S., Minneapolis, MN 55419 
Travel, Minnesota’s OLDEST PADI 5* IDC 


SMITH DIVING 

(612) 789-DIVE 

2622 Central NE, Minneapolis, MN 55418 
NAUI Pro Facility 


TALL PINE ENT/SCUBA i 

(218) 741-8118/(218) 741-4639 fax 
8541 Tall Pine Road, Britt, MN 55710 
PADI complete scuba dive center 


DIVE FIVE, INC. 

(601) 385-7664 

Suite 2650 W Beach Blvd, Biloxi, MS 39531 
PADI, US Divers, Sherwood, & Sea Quest 


ACADEMY OF SCUBA TRAINING, INC. 
(314) 335-0756 PADI 5* IDC 

437 Broadway, Cape Girardeau, MO 63701 
Equipment sales, service, travel & instruction 


BONNE TERRE MINE-BILLION 
GALLON LAKE RESORT 

For reservations: (314) 731-5003 

Park & Allen St., Bonne Terre, MO 63628 
Underground lake, Ihr from St. Louis, 100ft 
visibility, 58* water temp. 


CAPT. NEMO’S DIVE SHOP 
(314) 442-DIVE 
1414B Rangeline St., Columbia, MO 65201 


THE DIVE SHOP OF ST. LOUIS, MO 
(314) 968-8099 

9836 Manchester Rd., St. Louis, MO 63119 
PADI 5%, IDC, travel, svc, ed, sales & fun 


WEST END DIVING CENTER 

(314) 731-5003 

11215 Natural Bridge Rd, St. Louis, MO 63044 
Full service dive ctr, SSI instr. development ctr 


DIVESTAR SCUBA DIVING SCHOOL MK 
(402) 391-1155 

2322 North 72nd St., Omaha, NE 68134 

Sales, service, school, travel, air, rental, NASDS 


HEARTLAND SCUBA CENTER 
(308) 237-7943 / (800) 344-DIVE 

101 East 24th Street, Kearney, NE 68847 
PADI 5* Instructor Development Center 


NEVADA 


DAWN’S HIGH DESERT DIVERS 

(702) 777-3483 

1250 Lamoille Hwy, #205, Elko, NV 89801 
PADI dive center. Sherwood, Dacor, Tusa 


SIERRA DIVING CENTER MK 

(702) 825-2147 

104 E. Grove Street, Reno, NV 89502 
PADI 5* instr. development center (IDC) 


TROPICAL PENGUINS SCUBA 

(702) 828-3483 

180 W. Peckham Lane, Ste 1160, Reno, NV 
89509 / Sales, service, classes & travel 
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NEW HAMPSHIRE 


DIVERS DEN DIVE SHOP 

(603) 644-DIVE 

730 Mammoth Road, Manchester, NH 03104 
Full service shop, dive charters, Caribbean trips 


LAPORTE’S SKINDIVING SHOP 

(603) 763-5353 

Rte 103, Box 53, Newbury, NH 03255 

Sales, svc, PADI cert, rntl, air, salvage, repair 


NEW JERSEY 


ATLANTIC DIVERS, INC. 

(609) 641-7722 

RD3, Box 4 Fire Rd., Pleasantville, NJ 08232 
Year round wreck dvg. Lrgst dive schedule in NJ 


BLUE WATER DIVERS, INC. i 

(201) 327-2822/(201) 327-5867 fax 

806 Route 17 North, Ramsey, NJ 07446 
PADI 5*% IDC - Technical Diving - TDI Fac 


DOSILS SCUBA CENTER 

(908) 787-0508 

261 Rt. 36, North Middletown, NJ 07734 
PADI full service facility 


EAST COAST DIVING SUPPLY 

(609) 646-5090 

1002 New Road, Northfield, NJ 08225 
Sales, lessons, rentals, repairs; NAUI, PADI 


FANTASEA 

(908) 846-5200 

37 South Main Street, Milltown, N.J. 08850 
YMCA, Sherwood, Parkway, Tusa 


HOBOKEN DIVE CENTER 

(201) 795-DIVE / 3483 

Fifty-five 14th Street, Hoboken, NJ 07030 
The BEST dive shop in HOBOKEN! 


KUNUKU DIVE & TRAVEL tk 

(908) 454-3577 / (908) 454-3581 fax 

1594 3rd Avenue, Alpha, NJ 08865 PADI instr. 
& full service, sales, clean air & dive travel 


LAKELAND SCUBA DIVERS Mk 
(201) 887-0194 / PADI, NAUI, YMCA 
92 Route #10, East Hanover, NJ 07936 
Indoor heated pool, sales, rentals, repairs 


SCUBA EXPERIENCE & AQUATICS Mk 
(609) 584-8008 / (609) 584-1197 fax 

541 Route 33, Mercerville, NJ 08619 

PADI 5* training facility 


SCUBA LEARNING CENTER, INC. MK 
(201) 969-1533 / (201) 969-1264 fax 

166 Route 46 East, Fort Lee, NJ 07024 
We Sell Fun! slcscuba@aol.com 


UNDERWATER DISCOVERY, INC. 

(201) 270-9100 

2722 Rt. 37 East, Toms River, NJ 08753 
Come see the Professionals, PADI, full service 


WHITEHOUSE AQUATIC CENTER, INC. 
(908) 534-4090 

424 Hwy 22 West, Whitehouse Sta., NJ 08889 
Sales, service, air, lessons, trips 


NEW MEXICO 


BLUE WATER DIVE AND TRAVEL MK 
(505) 988-5566 

855 Cerrillos Rd., Santa Fe, NM 87501 
PADI 5x, full service facility 


SANTA ROSA DIVE CENTER 

(505) 472-3370 

Blue Hole Rd, PO Box 196, Santa Rosa, NM 
88435 / Air fill station and equipment rental 
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NEW YORK 


AQUA SPORTS (716) 694-2293 

642 Delaware St., Tonawanda, NY 14150 
PADI Training, Scubapro, Local charters, 
Drift diving 


AQUATIC WORLD LTD. 
(315) 458-1955 


‘114 Kreischer Rd , N.Syracuse, NY 13212 


Full service training fac, rentals, lessons, PADI 


BYRAM BAY SPORTS INC. Mk 
(914) 937-2685 

500 N. Main St., Portchester, NY 10573 
Sales, service, trips, classes, rentals 


CAPTAIN BILL’S (716) 283-DIVE 
Fax (716) 283-2858, 7815 Buffalo Ave, 
Niagara Falls, NY 14304 

PADI/NAUI, Indoor heated pool, 

river charters, teck diving 


DANNY’S DIVE SHOP 
(516) 223-8989 
2150 Grand Ave., Baldwin, NY 11510 


DIP ‘N DIVE, INC. 

(716) 837-3483 

500 Niagara Falls Blvd, Buffalo, NY 14223 
NAUI, local charters & trips Niagara river dives 


tk 
DUTCHESS DIVING CENTER, INC. W 
(914) 462-0255 

503 South Rd., Rt. 9, Poughkeepsie, NY 12601 
NAUI Pro Facility, US Divers, Tekna 


KINGS COUNTY DIVERS CORP Mi 

(718) 648-4232/(718) 934-4153 fax 

2417 Avenue U, Brooklyn, NY 11229 

Very Active Social/Dive club—Activities Newsletter 


LEISURE PRO 

(800) 562-4424 / (212) 645-1234 

42 West 18th St. 3rd Fl, New York, NY 10011 
We carry all major brands 


METRO SCUBA 

(800) 436-DIVE / (914) 736-6505 

525 Albany Post Road, Croton, NY 10520 
Westchester Co. / PADI, full service store 


MIDDLETOWN SCUBA SUPPLY i 
(914) 343-2858 

17 Dolson Ave. Rt 17 M, Middletown, NY 
10940 Full service store, PADI, SSI 


NATIONAL AQUATIC SERVICES MK 
(315) 479-5544 / (800) SEA DIVE 

1732 Erie Blvd, Syracuse, NY 13210 

Full service facility, worldwide travel, NASDS 


PAN AQUA DIVING, INC. MK 

(212) 736-2685 open 7 days a week 

460 West 43rd St., New York, NY 10036 
Basic instruction, local group trips and travel, 
on-site compressor, PADI, NAUI, YMCA 


PARAGON SPORTS 

(212) 255-8036 US 
Divers/Oceanic/Sherwood/Dacor/Cressi/Body 
Glove/O’ Neil/Henderson/Heuer/Wenoka 


PECONIC SCUBA 

(516) 727-7578 

1140 Flanders Road, Rt. 24, 
Riverhead, NY 11801 / PADI 


PISCES SCHOOL OF DIVE Mi 
(212) 947-5018 

781 Fairport East, Rochester, NY 14445 
Certified travel, weekly boat dives 


SCUBA HUT, INC. 

(716) 385-6430 

242 West Commercial St, Rochester, NY 14445 
PADI 5* facility 





DIVESTOREDIRECTORY 


SEA HORSE DIVERS 

(718) 897-2885 PADI 5*IDC 

95-58 Queens Boulevard, Queens, NY 
Sales, lessons, repairs, charter boat 


SEA HORSE DIVERS 

(212) 517-2055 PADI 5X%IDC 

1416 2nd Ave (at E. 74 St), NYC, NY 

Sales, rentals, repairs, dive travel specialists 


SEASCAPES DIVE CENTER 

(516) 496-7833 (516) 496-0874 fax 

317 Jackson Avenue, Syosset, NY 11791 
IDC Training Center 


STINGRAY DIVERS 
(718) 384-1280 ph/fax 
762 Grand Street, Brooklyn, NY 11211 


UNDERWATER WORLD 

(716) 569-5509 

RD 5, Riverside Rd., Jamestown, NY 14701 
Full service dive store, YMCA 


UNDERWATER WORLD, INC. 
(516) 679-9709 

3028 Merrick Road, Watagh, NY 11793 
Sales, instruction, travel, local dives 


NORTH CAROLINA 


BILL’S SCUBA, INC. 

(919) 847-6169 

240 Newton Road, Raleigh, NC 27615 
YMCA, NAUI, full service facility 


BLUE DOLPHIN DIVE CENTER MK 
(910) 760-9226 

3010 S. Stratford, Winston-Salem, NC 27103 
PADI 5*fac, IDC instr dev ctr, sales, travel 


BOTTOM TIME DIVE CENTER 

(800) 52-SCUBA / (910) 347-2826 

1713-A N. Marine Blvd., Jacksonville NC 28546 
PADI 5% charters, instruction, NITROX 


BURLINGTON DIVE CENTER 

(910) 229-0793 

429 Trollinger Street, Burlington, NC 27215 
“Indoor heated pool on premises” 


CRYSTAL COAST DIVING ADV. 

(910) 347-DIVE / (800) 843-4834 

713 New Bridge St., Jacksonville, NC 28540 
PADI 5* training facility, IDC 


i 
DISCOVERY DIVING CO.,INC. ' 

(919) SCUBA-OK (728-2265) 

414 Orange St, Beaufort, NC 28516 

PADI 5%, 7 charter boats, full service, 2 lodges 


DOWN UNDER SURF & SCUBA 

(919) 852-5333 (Swift Creek Shopping Center) 
5857 Holly Springs Rd., Raleigh, NC 27606 
PADI, Mares, Zeagle, Uwatec, best rentals 


ISLAND HOPPERS DIVE CENTER 

(910) 854-DIVE 

2827 Spring Garden St, Greensboro, NC 27403 
PADI 5%, US Divers, Sea Quest, dive travel 


OLYMPUS DIVE CHARTERS 

(800) 992-1258/(919) 726-9432 

713 Shepard Street, Morehead, NC 28557 

PADI, NAUI Pro ee wreck diving spear fishing 
o 

PARADISE ISLAND DIVERS 

(704) 525-9234 FAX (704) 525-9566 

2317 South Boulevard, Charlotte, NC 28203 

Open 7 days wk, nitrox, all major brands/certifications 


SCUBA SOUTH DIVING COMPANY 
(910) 457-5201 

222 South River Dr, Southport, NC 28461 
Full service NAUI wreck diving specialists 


THE DIVE SHOP 

(704) 459-7440 / (800) 848-3467 

PO Box 877, Claremont, NC 28610 
Instructions, sales, service, trips, PADI 


WATER WORLD, INC. Mi . 


(919) 596-8185 / (919) 596-3000 
135 South Miami Blvd., Durham, NC 27703 
http://www.waterworldinc.com 





WRECKREATIONAL DIVE CENTER 
PO Box 340, Atlantic Beach, NC 28512 
Training, Charters, Nitrox, Dive Packages 
(wrecker @bmd.dis.com) (919) 240-2244 


ADVENTURES IN DIVING 

(216) 572-2005 

14397 Pearl Road, Strongsville, OH 44136 
Full service dive center-Lake Reie Dive 
Charters - ’Dive by & see us!” 


AQUA HUT 

(419) 476-3100 

5030 Bennett, Toledo, OH 43612 

Sales, trips, rntls, instr, SSI, NAUI, PADI 


AQUA SPECIALISTS, INC. MK 

(216) 521-4855 / (216) 521-4858 fax 

14813 Madison Ave, Lakewood, OH 44107-4009 
Lake Erie wreck dives, full service fac, travel 
PADI, NAUI Pro Facility 


mK 
BUCKEYE DIVING SCHOOL 

(216) 439-3677 

46 Warrensville Cntr Rd., Bedford, OH 44146 
SSI instr, trng fac, PADI, full svc, travel, sales 


CINCINNATI DIVING CENTER 

(513) 521-3483 

8412 Winton Road, Cincinnati, OH 45231 
Sales, svc, rental, travel, instr, PADI, NASDS 


D & M SPORT DIVING i 

(216) 784-1414 

1473 Canton Road, Akron, OH 44312 

YOUR FULL SERVICE PADI DIVE CENTER 


DALE’S DIVING SHOP, INC MK 
(419) 625-4134 

302 Meigs Street, Sandusky, OH 44870 
Full service shop, YMCA instruction 


J.R.S. SCHOOL OF SCUBA 

(330) 325-2233 

3934 Sanford Road, Rootstown, OH 44272 
Sales, service, rntls, air, trips, YMCA, PADI 


JUST ADD WATER Hk 

(216) 942-7575 

36200 Euclid Avenue, Willoughby, OH 44094 
Sales, service, travel, PADI 5% IDC 


LONG LAKE SCUBA, INC. 

(800) 289-3040 

14245 Kolter Road, Spencerville, OH 45887 
Lessons, sales, rntls, svc, PADI, SSI, HSA 


MIAMI VALLEY Hk 

SCHOOL OF DIVING 

(513) 434-DIVE / (800) 434-3483 

871 East Franklin, Centerville, OH 45459 
US Divers, Dacor, Tabata authorized dealer 


PLANET OCEAN 800-715-DIVE (pin:DIVE) 
(513) 890-6900/(5 13) 890-6901 FAX 

5825 North Dixie Drive, Dayton, Oh 45414 
5*PADI IDC, Email: rvf@er.net.com 


PORTAGE QUARRY DIVE SHOP 

(419) 352-9203 / (419) 352-8488 

12701 S. Dixie Hwy, Bowling Green, OH 43402 
PADI, PDIC, CMAS, Instr. check-outs, full svc 


SCUBA WEST INC. 

(216) 476-3483 

17025 Lorain Ave., Cleveland, OH 44111 
NASDS Inst trng fac/Lake Erie, wrecks, full sve 


UNDER “C” DIVE MK 

(330) 527-7222 

10561 Freedom St., Garrettsville, OH 44231 
PADI 5* tng facility w/ on-site pool, entry 
level - instructor courses w/ all the specialties in 
between! 








THE UNDERWATER CONNECTION 
(614) 487-9777 

1607 West 5th Avenue, Columbus, OH 43212 
Yr round instr, trips, Beuchat dealer, PADI 5* 


OKLAHOMA 


BLUEWATER DIVERS ik 

(405) 631-4433 / (405) 631-9196 fax 

922 Straka Terrace, Oklahoma City, OK 73139 
Nitrox Cert. & Fills - 70 years of Experience 


CHALET SPORTS 

(405) 840-1616 

1101 E Memorial Rd, Oklahoma City, OK 73116 
Exclusive ScubaPro store, equip, PADI instruction 


HI-PERFORMANCE SCUBA 

(405) 755-2353 

10461 N. May Ave, Oklahoma City, OK 73120 
PADI 5* dive center, sales & instruction 


ISLAND QUEST DIVE CENTER 
(918) 481-6545 

8988 South Sheridan, Tulsa, OK 74133 
PADI / ANDI - nitrox instruction 


OKLAHOMA SCUBA 

(405) 366-8111 

1234 North Interstate Drive, Norman, OK 73072 
NAUI Pro Fac, YMCA program / Tusa 


EUGENE SKIN DIVERS SUPPLY MK 
(503) 342-2351 

1090 West 6th Avenue, Eugene, OR 97402 
Full service facility, PADI 


SALEM SCUBA & TRAVEL INC. 

(503) 588-DIVE 

1170 Vista SE, Salem, OR 97302 

PADI 5 Xtrng fac, all spec, Blake A. Fry-Pres. 


SCUBA UNLIMITED tk 

(503) 777-3347 

8450 S.E. 82nd Avenue, Portland, OR 97266 
PADI 5 training facility 


UNDER WATER WORKS, INC. 
(503) 620-6993 

12170 SW Main, Tigard, OR 97223 
PADI 5* training facility 


PENNSYLVANIA 


ANCHOR LINE DIVE CENTER 

(610) 566-2330 

1032 N. Providence Road, Media, PA 19063 
Sales, service, trips, NAUI, PADI, YMCA 


DIVER SERVICES, INC. 

(800) 391-3483 (DIVE) 

NAUI-ANDI-TDI Full Service Store, Nitrox- 
Trimix, Visit us at www.diverservices.com 


DOC’S DIVERS, LTD. 

(215) 364-0408 PADI 5* 

275 Second St. Pike, Southampton, PA 18966 
Indr heated pool, instr, rental, repairs, travel 


DUDAS’ DIVING DUDS 

(610) 436-0176 (800) 436-0176 

101 Bartram Lane,West Chester, PA 19382 
Full line NAUI fac, Scubapro franchise dealer, 
over 100 manufacturers represented, NAUI 


DUTCH SPRINGS (610) 759-2270 

Email: dutchspr@epix.net 

4733 Hanoverville Rd., Bethlehem, PA 18017 
50 acre lake for scuba diving 


E.F. DIVERS 

(215) 453-8744/(215) 257-8844 fax 

245 South Main St., Sellersville, PA 18960 
Full Service Facility PADI, ANDI, NASDN 


FANTASEAS WATER GEAR 

(814) 835-DIVE 

44 Peninsula Drive, Erie, PA 16505 

Instr, rental, equip sales, travel/tours, beachwear 


DIVESTOREDIRECTORY 


MID ATLANTIC SCUBA CENTER 
(215) 245-0141 3600 Old Street Road 
Bensalem, PA 19020 /We practice 

“safe selling” with MASC double guarantee. 


REGEC’S DIVING UNLIMITED 
(814) 375-1069 

490 Treasure Lake, DuBois, PA 15801 
Full PADI certification courses 


SCOTT’S SCUBA SERVICE 

(412) 295-3500 (412) 295-9122 

509 High Street, Freeport, PA 16229 
Instruction, Sales, Rental, Travel (local & int’l) 


SCUBA ESCAPES DIVE CENTER 

(814) 692-8687 

111 North High Street, Port Matilda, PA 16870 
Full service PADI training facility, in-ground pool 


SCUBA TANK 

(215) 868-7373 

4102 Bath Pike, Bethlehem, PA 18017 
PADI, Dutch Springs 


SMILEY’S SCUBA SHOP MK 

(412) 935-6667 

12985 Perry Hwy (Rt. 19), Wexford, PA 15090 
Full service NAUI dive center/PADI instruction 


SMOKEY’S DIVERS DEN 

(717) 393-5333 

412 North Duke Street, Lancaster, PA 17602 
PADI 5. Sales, service, rental, instr & travel 


SUNKEN TREASURE DIVE SHOP 
(717) 398-1458 

RR4 Box 389-14, Jersey Shore, PA 17740 
PADI 5Xfac, sales, svc, retail, dive travel 


UNDERWATER WORLD, INC. i 
(215) 672-4180 

495 Easton Rd., Horsham, PA 19044 
Instruction, travel, repairs, NAUI, YMCA 


WRECKS & REEFS DIVE CENTER 
(610) 437-9994 

1015 Union Blvd, Allentown,PA 18103 
PADI facility, full Master Instructor staff 


RHODE ISLAND 


OCEAN STATE SCUBA 

(401) 423-1662/(800) 933-DIVE 

23A Narragansett Ave, Jamestown, RI 02835 
PADI wkend adv. classes, dive chrtrs, specialties 


THE DIVE LINK 

(401) 767-3711/(401) 767-3164 fax 

1260 Eddie Dowling, 146 North Highway 
North Smithfield, RI 02896 

PADI 5 Star IDC 


SOUTH CAROLINA 


AQUA VENTURES 

(803) 884-1500 / PADI 

426 Coleman Blvd., Mt. Pleasant, SC 29464 
River/offshore charters, full line Dacor dealer 


COASTAL WATEREE DIVE CENTER 
(803) 249-WETT / 9388 

Veeren’s Marina, Hwy 17 & 11th Avenue North 
North Myrtle Beach, SC 29597 

Full service charters & rentals 


CHARLESTON SCUBA 

(803) 763-3483 Eco-tours, PADI 5*% 

335 Savannah Hwy., Charleston, SC 29407 
28’ Delta, offshore and river fossil dives. 


ISLAND SCUBA DIVE & TRAVEL, INC. 
(803) 689-3244 Caribbean Travel Experts 
130-B Mathews Drive 

Hilton Head Island, SC 29926 


ISLAND SCUBA INC. 

(800) 237-1317/(803) 237-1317 

Pawleys Station, Pawleys Island, SC 29585 
Full service PADI dive center,dive trips avail. 


NEPTUNE DIVE & SKI, INC. 

(803) 279-2797 / (803) 422-7600 fax 

133 Georgia Ave., North Augusta, SC 29841 
Full Service, NASDS, 30+ years! 


TENNESSEE 


ADVENTURE SWIM, SCUBA & TRAVEL 
(615) 690-DIVE/3483 

7664 Northshore Drive, Knoxville, TN 37919 
PADI 5% Instructor Development Center 


AMERICAN SCUBA CENTER MK 

(615) 371-0000 

142 Pewitt Drive, Brentwood, TN 37027 
Instruction, commercial equipment sales, SSI 


CUMBERLAND SCUBA CENTER 

(615) 528-2307 

170 West Ist Street, Cookeville, TN 38501 
PADI Dive Center, Dale Hollow Lake Boat Trips 


DIVE SHOP 

(901) 763-3483 

999 South Yates, Memphis, TN 38119 
NASDS Instructor Training Facility, full sve 


LEISURE TIME DIVE & SKI CENTER 
(615) 622-1335 

3520 Brainerd Road, Chattanooga, TN 37411 
PADI 5*, travel network 


RHEA’S DIVING SERVICES, INC. ii 
(615) 977-0360 

313 Whitecrest Drive, Maryville, TN 37801 
NAUI ProFac, indoor heated pool, NACD 
Specializing in cavern & cave training 


RIDGE SCUBA CENTER MK 

(615) 483-DIVE 

161 Robertsville Road, Oak Ridge, TN 37830 
PADI full service facility 


SMOKY MOUNTAIN DIVERS PADI facility 
114 East A.J. Hwy, PO Box 478, 

Jefferson City, TN 37760 

40 ft. dive boat, cavern-cave-nitrox, [ANTD, 
NSS-CDS, NACD (423) 475-4334 


THE S.E.A SHACK (615) 868-0640 

617 E. Old Hickory Blvd, Madison, TN 37115 
Full service PADI-HSA training facility 

Open water - Assistant Instructor, specialties 
Full service travel agency 


TEXAS 


ADVENTURES IN SCUBA, INC. 

(214) 594-7234 

3225 W Airport Frwy, Ste 228, Irving, TX 75062 
PADI 5* IDC, sales, service & vacations 


AMERICAN DIVING K 

(800) 761-2030 

1807 Padre Blvd, South Padre Island, TX 78597 
Deep Air and Nitrox certs,daily dive charters 


BURLESON SCUBA & SPORTS 
(817) 477-DIVE/(817) 447-3409 
344 E. S.W. Wilshire, Burleson, TX 76028 


CARIBE SCUBA 

(713) 568-4426 

7825 Highway 6 South, Houston, TX 77083 
Full service PADI facility, private heated pool 


DEEP BLUE SCUBA 

(512) 326-4344/(512) 326-4375 fax 

4006 S. Lamar St., Ste #475, Austin, TX 78704 
http://www.dbcity.com/deepbluescuba/ 


DISCOVER SCUBA Mk 

(713) 480-8530/(713) 480-1302 FAX 

15106 Highway 3, Webster (Houston), TX 77598 
e-mail: info @discoverscuba.com 
http://www.discoverscuba.com NAUI Gold 
ProFac, Dive Travel Experts, Mares, Sherwood, Seac 
Sub, Cressi-Sub, Ocean Edge, Body Glove, Akona 


DIVE WEST Hk 

(214) 750-6900/(214) 750-6904 fax 

550 Greenville Ave. #901, Dallas, TX 75206 
PADI Facility, World Wide Travel, Nitrox 


DIVE WEST 

(972) 424-6563 

108 Dobie Dr. #103, Plano, TX 75074 
PADI 5* IDC Center, Heated Pool 


DIVE WEST 

(972) 594-7778 

2211 Cheyenne, Irving, TX 75062 

Full Service PADI Facility, World Wide Travel 


DIVE WEST 

(974) 248-8188 

4701 Frankford Rd. #213, Dallas, TX 75287 
Equipment sales, service, travel and instruction 


DIVER’S DEPOT HK 

(800) 275-3535 / (409) 564-3483 

720 South Street, Nacogdoches, TX 75961 
PADI 5* IDC, over 30 IDC’s each year 


DUGGAN DIVING ENT. Mi 

(210) 658-7495 

928 Coronado Blvd., Universal City, TX 78148 
PADI 5* full service shop 


EMERALD SEA DIVERS 

(972) 669-3483 

63 Richardson Heights, Richardson, TX 75080 
PADI 5% IDC, Nitrox and Travel 


GRAPEVINE SCUBA MK 

(817) 488-4999 

1635 W. Northwest Hwy, Grapevine, TX 76051 
PADI 5*% Dive Center 


SCUBA INTERNATIONAL 

(512) 219-9484/(512) 219-9484 fax 

6808 North Ranch Road 620, Austin, TX 78732 
Open water - tech. trng, Nitrox fills & trng. 


SCUBA SCHOOLS OF FORT WORTH 
(817) 732-5761 
3807 Southwest Blvd., Ft. Worth, TX 76116 


SOUTHERN SCUBA 

(817) 568-1055 

135 Sheffield Drive, Fort Worth, TX 76134 
“Excellence in Diver Education” from rec to tek 


TROPICAL DIVERS tropical @connecti.com 
12241 San Pedro, Ste 120, San Antoni, TX 78216 
(210)490-3483/(210)490-6093fax PADI 5%, huge ind. 
pool, exotic trips, TX Flower Garden trips monthly 


TUCKER’S DIVE SHOP, INC. 
(214) 264-7305/(214) 264-7376 fax 
2025 East Main St., Grand Prairie, TX 75050 


W.W. DIVING CO. 

(713) 540-1616 / (713) 446-8861 information 
1307 1st Street East, Humble, TX 77338 

SSI, all levels, full service store 


UTAH 


DIVE UTAH MK 

(801) 277-3483 

4679 S. 2225 East., Holladay, UT 84117 
PADI, full service, monthly travel 


NEPTUNE DIVERS i 

(801) 466-9630 

2445 S. 900 East, Salt Lake City, UT 84106 
Sales, rentals, trips, indoor pool, instr, cert 


SCUBA UTAH tk 

(801) 942-2100 (801) 942-5100 fax 

1942 E. 7000 South, Salt Lake City, UT 84121 
PADI 5* IDC,12 ft. indoor pool, in-house travel 


VIRGINIA 


AQUATIC ADVENTURES SCUBA ACADEMY 
6300-B Richmond Hwy, Alexandria, VA 22306 


PADI 5* facility DACOR, Sherwood, Genesis 
and Henderson Dealers (703) 765-3483 
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DIVERS CORNER 

(703) 639-6478 

1530 Ist Street, Radford, VA 24141 
PADI 


INS 
DIVING ENTERPRISES, LTD WIN 
(703) 989-1555 
3475 Brandon Ave SW, Ste | ,Roanoke VA 24018 
PADI 5* IDC 


MID-ATLANTIC DIVE CENTER 
(804) 420-6179/(804) 420-6339 fax 
5350 Kemps River Dr, Suite 108, 
Virginia Beach, VA 23464 

PADI 5% IDC 


SCUBAVENTURES DIVE CENTER Hk 

(540) 667-6299 Email: scuba@visuallink.com 
806 South Cameron St., Winchester, VA 22601 
Full sve PADI, Dacor, Beuchat, EANx (Nitrox) 


SEA VENTURES, INC. 
(703) 425-7676/ (703) 425-7745 fax 
9444 Main Street, Fairfax, VA 22031 


SPLASH DIVE CENTER i 
SplashDive@aol.com 

(703)823-7680/823-4812 fax PADI 5% IDC 
3260 Duke St., # 200, Alexandria, VA 22314 
http://members.aol.com/splashdive/splash.html 


“THE” DIVE SHOP 

(703) 698-7220 / (703) 641-9345 fax 

3013 Nutley Street, Fairfax, VA 22031 

Serving metro DC area/travel, trng, sales, repair 


WRECK-TEK 

(757) 491-1135 P.O. Box 4389, Virginia Beach, 
VA 23454 IANTD, NAUI ,Charter boat, open 
water adv, nitrox, trimix, rebreathers, blender 
and instruction levels 


WASHINGTON 


ADVENTURES DOWN UNDER 

(360) 676-4177 

701 East Holly Street, Bellingham, WA 98225 
Full service PADI dive ctr, u/w photo specialists 


ATLANTIS AQUATICS 

(509) 534-2144 

4823 E. Sprague Avenue, Spokane, WA 99212 
PADI Facility, Scubapro Dealer, Repair Facility 


DISCOUNT DIVERS SUPPLY (206)298-6998 
2710 Westlake Ave., North Seattle, WA 98109 
Buy, sell, trade-ins, consignments 

Recreational / Technical / Commercial Gear 


DOLPHIN TOO MK 

(206) 892-1633 

3021 NE 72nd Ave,#47, Vancouver,WA 98661 
Full service dive shop, NAUI Pro Facility 


EMERALD SEAS AQUATIC CENTER i 
(206) 378-2772 / (206) 378-5549 fax 

PO Box 476, 2A Spring St., Friday Harbor, WA 
98250/ Year round dive charters, full service ctr 


EXOTIC AQUATICS SCUBA 

AND WATERSPORTS 

(206) 842-1980 

100 Madison Ave, N, Bainbridge Is, WA 98110 
PADI, dive guide service, boat charters 


SOUND DIVE CENTER, INC. 

(206) 373-6141 

990 Sylvan Way, Bremerton, WA 98310 
NAUI and PADI certifications 


WASHINGTON, D.C. 


NATIONAL DIVE CENTER, INC. 

(202) 363-6123 (202) 237-6538 fax 

PADI, NASDS, IANTD, TDI, ANDI, Nitrox 
and Trimix, East Coast Wreck Diving Diving 
Charters 


WEST VIRGINIA 


SARGE’S DIVE SHOP 

(304) 872-1782 

Summersville Lake, P.O. Box 98, 
Summersville, WV 26651 « Air, rntls, charters, 
YMCA, PADI, DAN classes, sls & svc 
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WISCONSIN 


DINOSAUR DIVERS/SHORELINE RESORT 
(414) 854-2606 

12747 Hwy 42, Gills Rock, WI 54210 

Door county, wreck diving in Lake Michigan 


DIVEPOINT SCUBA CENTER 

(715) 344-3483 

632 Isadore Street, Stevens Point, WI 54481 
PADI training facility, charters, full service 


DIVE USA 

(414) 242-DIVE 

134 North Main St., Thiensville, WI 53092 
PADI full service facility, charters, Int’] travel 


ERVINS SCUBA CENTER 

(414) 425-6924 

5730 South 108th St, Hales Corner, WI 53130 
PADI & NAUI, 33rd year in business 


Mi 
FONTANA OUTDOOR SPORTS W 

(414) 275-2220 

Hwy 67, Box 350, Fontana, WI 53125 
PADI trng fac, US Diver, Dacor & Scubapro 


KLEIN SCUBA 

(715) 675-6722 

2210 North 14th, Wausau, WI 54401 
PADI Dive Center 


REEFPOINT DIVING CENTER i 

(414) 886-8501 

5600 Spring Street, Racine, WI 53406 

PADI full service dive center, charters & travel 


WATER WORLD 

(414) 654-4434 

5811 6th Avenue, Kenosha, WI 53140 

PADI full svc dive center, trips, comm. diving 


INTERNATIONAL 
DIVE STORES 


DIVE GUIDE INTERNATIONAL 

Your Link To Worldwide Dive Destinations 
Dive Charters, Accommodations, Liveaboards 
(800) 786-5785 (415) 362-3443 
http://www.diveguideint.com 


ARUBA 


ARUBA SCUBA CENTER 

(011) 2978-21596 

A De Musset Str., #1, Oranjestad, Aruba 

We specialize in small, private parties, NAUI 


UNIQUE SPORTS OF ARUBA 

PADI Dive Center with 2 custom boats. Dives 
to all wrecks & reefs, hotel pkgs. available, 
friendly & professional staff (800) 450-2084 


BAHAMAS 


BAHAMA DIVERS (809) 393-5644 

PO Box 5004 Nassau, Bahamas. Packages 
available (800) 398-DIVE PADI 5® FACILITY 
Dives: Deep Wrecks, Blue Holes & Walls 


DIVE DIVE DIVE LTD. 

(800) 368-3483 / (809) 362-1143 

P.O. Box N-8050, Nassau, Bahamas 

Tongue of Ocean Walls,wrks, reefs & shark dvs, 
ANDI&PADI fac, nitrox/tri-mix, complete pkgs 


EXUMA FANTASEA LIMITED 

Tel/Fax (242) 336-3483 Georgetown, Exuma 
Unique “Eco”-Dives, World Famous Blue Holes 
Beautiful Reefs, PADI Instruction, Boat Rentals 


STUART COVE’S-DIVE SOUTH OCEAN 
(800) 879-9832 (in Nassau)/(809) 362-4171 
Gateway to the exciting James Bond movie sites 
& drop off to the tongue of the ocean. Home of 
the Shark Adventure. Nassau’s only complete 
dive resort. 


UNEXSO (800) 992-DIVE 

(242) 373-1244 (242) 373-8956 fax 

PO Box F42433, Freeport, Grand Bahama Island 
Shark, dolphin & wreck dvs, PADI/NAUI/SSI Cert 


DIVESTOREDIRECTORY 


VALENTINE’S DIVE CENTER i 

(800) 383-6480/(809) 333-2309 SSI & PADI 
PO Box 1, Harbour Island, Bahamas 
Resorts-instructor/ cave, cavern, wreck, reef 


WALKER’S CAY HOTEL AND MARINA 
P.O. Box 21766, Fort Lauderdale, FL 33335 
World Famous Shark Rodeo, Coral Gardens, 
Caves, Wreck Diving (800) 513-5257 


BAJA 


BUENA VISTA - BEACHFRONT BED & 
BREAKFAST 

US 800-533-8452/Mexico 01 1-52-114-10163 
Dive packages & equipment rentals, hobiecats, 
mountain bikes, ocean kayaks, windsurfers. 


BALI 


BALI MARINE SPORTS 

062-361-287872 fax 

Jalan By Pass Ngurah Rai, Blonjong, Sanur, 
Kauh, Denpasar, Bali, Indonesia 

PADI Instr., daily trips, equip, sales, land tours 


BARBADOS 


EXPLORESUB BARBADOS, LTD 

(246) 435-6542 Discover Barbados’ best reefs 
& wrecks; Pkgs with accommodations. avail. 
PADI 5% trng fac. Email:dan mar@caribsurf.com 


BLUE CRAB RESORT Email: kerry @bti.net 
011-501-6-23544 ¢ Dive Southern Belize, 
Barrier Reef, hotel & full day of diving starting 
at $90. Beachfront cabanas, snorkeling, fishing, 
Mayan ruins tours & Jaguar Reserve tours. 


RAMON’S VILLAGE - AMERGRIS CAYE 
Courses - (3) Dives Daily - Night Dives 
Day Trips to Lighthouse/Blue Hole & Turneffe 
Call 800-624-4215 / www.ramons.com 


ST. GEORGE’S LODGE 
(www.teleport.com/~belize) Intro-Nitrox Certs., 
Overwater Cabanas, top quality food, diving & inst. 
since 1977 Arrive/Depart daily. Belize (501) 678- 
6871 US. fax (941) 488-3953, (800) 678-6871 


TURNEFFE FLATS - Turneffe Atoll 

Full service, personalized dive vacations in the heart 
of Belize’s best diving. All new, air-cond. cabins 
(800) 815-1304 (605) 578-1304 


BERMUDA 


BLUE WATER DIVERS CO., INC. 

(441) 234-1034/(441) 234-3561 fax 

Located near best sites, wreck, reef, resort inst., 
Pr. charters, sales & service PADI/NAUI/SSI 


FANTASEA DIVING PADI 5* 

(441) 236-6339/(441) 236-8926 fax 

1 Harbour Rd., Paget PGO1, Bermuda 

Web Site: bermuda-watersports.com/fantasea 


BONAIRE 


BRUCE BOWKER’S CARIB INN 

Tel 011-599-7-88 19/01 1-599-7-5295 FAX 
P.O. Box 68, Bonaire, NA EMail 75317,667 
compuserve.com. air, trips, sls, rntl full inst, 
pool, rooms w/airco PADI 5* best rates 


BUDDY BEACH & DIVE RESORT 
011-599-7-5080 

Kaya Gob. Debrot 85, Bonaire, Netherlands 
Antilles Drive-in facility, NAUI, PADI 5* 


CAPTAIN DON’S HABITAT 
011-599-7-8240 

P.O. Box 88, Bonaire, Netherlands Antilles 
PADI 5* IDC, All Levels Of Certification 


DIVE INN BONAIRE PADI 5* 
011-599-78761/01 1-599-7-8513 fax 

Rms/Apts, Personal touch! dive pkgs, snorkel trips, 
watertaxi, 365 days diving, best shore diving! 


GREAT ADVENTURES AT 

HARBOUR VILLAGE 

(800) 868-7477/(305) 567-9509 

PO Box 312, Kralendijk Bonaire, 
Netherlands Antilles Pkgs & special group 
rates avail. inst., call for more info 


SAND DOLLAR DIVE & PHOTO 
011-599-7-5252 / 1-800-288-4773 

Kaya Gob. Debrot, Kralendyk, Bonaire 
Guided Kayak, Snorkeling & Dining, Fish ID 


Courses 
BRAZIL 


SQUALO DIVE & ADVENTURE 
021-4933022 NAUI, PADI, CMAS, 
PDIC, Rio De Janeiro Facility, 

Sales, rentals, travel & more 


B.V.I. 


BASKIN IN THE SUN 

(800) 233-7938/(809) 494-5854 
P.O. Box 108, Tortola, BVI 
PADI 5 Xdive center & IDC 


KILBRIDES UNDERWATER TOURS 
(809) 495-9638/(800) 932-4286 

P.O. Box 46, Virgin Gorda, BVI 

NAUI, PADI 


RAINBOW VISIONS PHOTOGRAPHY 
(809) 494-2749 

P.O. Box 680, Roadtown, Tortola, BVI 
Photo/Video - mtls, sales, instr, processing 
PADI photo courses 


CANADA 


DIVER DOWN 

(416) 787-0264 

1182 Eglinton Avenue West Toronto, Ontario, 
Canada M6C 2E3 / A full service dive shop spe- 
cializing in instruction 


DIVERSWORLD 

(604) 732-1344 

1817 West 4th Ave, Vancouver, B.C. V6J 1M4 
Vancouver’s stylin’ dive center, PADI 


WATERLINE SPORTS INC. tk 

(416) 488-6000 
http://medianetcom.com/waterline/ 

1953 Avenue Rd, Toronto Ontario, 

Canada M5M 4A3 ___ Service is our specialty! 


COSTA RICA 


ADVENTURE DIVE TOURS & TRAVEL 
800-938-9767 costarica@adventuredive.com 
Specialist to all Costa Rica dive resorts & live 
aboards. Eco-adventures, 4X4’s, bulk airfare, 
raft and canopy tours, B&B to 5 star hotels 


AGUILA DE OSA INN (506) 232-7722 

Fax (506) 296-2190 Aguilacr@sol.racsa.co.cr 
Hotel is in Drake Bay OSA Penninsula 

Dive Isla del Cano, The Marine Adventure 


BILL BEARD’S DIVING SAFARIS 
800-779-0055 

PO Box 212458, Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33335 

Fax: 954-35 1-9740/On site: 01 1-506-670-0012 
Email: billbeards@netrunner.net 

Since 1976, PADI nad IANTD NITROX courses. 


EL OCOTAL DIVING SAFARIS 

(800) 247-3483/ 011+506 670 03 21 

fax 506 670 0083 

SJO 2820, P.O. Box 025216, Miami, FL 33102 
Daily dive trips, refs, all inclusv pkgs, PADI instr. 


TROPIC WORLD DIVING STATION 

(506) 661-2039 FAX (506) 661-2069 

P.O. Box 1504-4050 Alajuela, Costa Rica 

PADI courses, 1&2 tank daily/night dives. Tambor 
Beach Resort 5% all inclusive pkgs. avail. 


COZUMEL 


DEEP BLUE 52-987-2-56-53 

Specialists in advanced dives, Punta Sur & 
Barracuda Reefs, Fast boats, 8 divers max 
Email: deepblue@cozumel.czm.com.mx 








DIMI SCUBA TOURS 

011-52-987-23656 

PADI/NAUI Full Serivce Facility, Multi-Level 
Diving 

Email: dimidive @cozumel.rce.com.mx 


HOTEL FLAMINGO - COZUMEL 
(011) 52-987-21264 

NAUI, PADI, DAN Sponsor 
www.hotelflamingo.com 


CURACAO 


HABITAT CURACAO 

011-599-9-648800 

P.O. Box 304, Curacao, Netherland Antilles 
PADI 5* IDC, All Levels of Certification 


SEASCAPE 
Curacao Caribbean Hotel & Casino 
011-599-9-6200 ph / 011-599-9-625846 fax 


DOMINICA 


DIVE DOMINICA/CASTLE COMFORT 
LODGE 

(800) 544-7632 

8 day/7 night Dive pkgs and free night dive 
Whale & Dolphin Tours, Outrageous 
Hikes/Island Tours 


DOMINICAN REP 


NORTHERN COAST DIVING 

S.A. SOSUA, DOM.REP 

PADI Center, tel/fax 809-57 1-1028/3883 
$420 pp.dbl.occ. 7 nights hotel inc. tax 
Includes five days of 2-tank boat diving 


EGYPT 


DIVERS’S LODGE +2062-601-255 ph/fax 
Sharm El Sheikh & Inter-cont. Hotel, Hurghada 
Courses all lvls, diving trips, daily&live aboard, 
technical diving. E-mail:lodge @intouch.com 


GRAND CAYMAN 


CAP. MARVIN’S WATERSPORTS 
(809) 945-4590 
P.O. Box 413, West Bay, Grand Cayman 


DIVE N STUFF 

(345) 949-6033 (345) 945-9207 fax 

Very Personalized, Video, Camera, Computer, 
Specialties, Certification up to Assistant Instruc. 


DON FOSTER’S DIVE CAYMAN 

(800) 83-DIVER/(972) 722-6511 fax 
Holiday Inn, Radisson Resort, Royal Palms 
Packages, Full Instruction, Photo Center 


EDEN ROCK DIVING CENTER LTD 

PO Box 1907 GT, S. Church St, George Town, 
Grand Cayman Boat & shore diving. instr. 
PADI/NAUI/SSI/BS-AC. Training facility 
(345) 949-7243/(345) 949-0842 fax 


INDIES DIVERS (800) 654-3130 

(345) 945-5025/(345) 945-5024 fax 

Indie Suites in-house full svc dive operation, 
daily dive-trips, full range of inst, rntls, video svc 


FISHEYE OF CAYMAN (345) 945-4209 

PO Box 30076, Seven Mile Rd, Grand Cayman 
BWI Small groups, new boats, all types photo/ 
video svs. visit us online at http://www.fisheye.com 


GRENADA 


DIVE GRENADA 

(809) 444-1092/5875 fax (809) 440-6699 
PO Box 771, St. George’s, Grenada, W.I. 
Visit us at http://www.divegrenada.com 


SANVIC’S DIVE & 

WATERSPORTS CENTRE, LTD. 

(809) 444-4371 

PO Box 84, St. George, Grenada, West Indies 


SCUBA WORLD (GRENADA), LTD. 

(809) 444-3684/(809) 444-3333 ext 584 

(809) 444-1111 fax PADI International Resort 
Member located at Rex Granadian Hotel, Grenada 


DIVESTOREDIRECTORY 


GUAM 


MICRONESIAN DIVERS ASSN, INC (MDA) 
(671) 472-6321/22 FAX (671) 477-6329 

856 North Marine Drive, Piti, Guam 96925 
PADI full service IDC facility for Micronesia 


GUAM TROPICAL DIVE STATION 
(671) 477-2774 / (671) 477-2775 fax 
Marin Drive, Anigua, Guam 96910 
PADI 5* IDC facility 


LEONARDO DIVE CENTER LTD 

972-3-5 10587 1/972-3-5 108439 fax 
Dolphinarium (POB 50410) Tel-Aviv Israel 61500 
PADI - NAUI - CMAS 


JAMAICA 


JAMAQUA DIVE CENTRE WIN 

(809) 973-4845 

PO Box 65, Runaway Bay, Jamaica, W.I. 

4 hotels to serve you, Dive/Hotel pkgs, PADI 5* 
U/W Videos, Camera rental, wreck & wall dives 


NEGRIL SCUBA CENTRE 

(809) 957-4425 

PO Box 49, Negril, maica 

Resort courses,dive/hotel pkgs, u/w camera 
rental, night dives, PADI, NAUI, YMCA 


POSEIDON DIVERS - MONTEGO BAY 
(809) 952-3624/(809) 952-3079 fax 

P.O. Box 152, Reading St. James, Jamaica W.I. 
Email: poseidon@infochan.com 


MEXICO 


AQUA SAFARI 
011-52-987-20101 011-52-987-20661 
Box 41, Cozumel, Q.Roo, Mexico 77600 


AQUA WORLD 

01 1-52-98-852288 ext. #55 

Blvd Kukulkan 15.3, Zona Hotelera Cancun 
Quintana Roo, Mexico 77500 

PADI 5% IDC Dive Center, 2 tank dives & nt dives 


BLUE BUBBLE DIVERS 

011-52-98-721865 In U.S. (800) 878-8853 

5th Ave & Calle 3 Sur, Cozumel, Mexico 77600 
Fast boats, small groups, nitrox, hotel, air & dive 
packages. E-mail blubub@aol.com 

Web page: www.qsolutions.com/blue blubble 


CARIBBEAN DIVERS 011-52-987-21145 

Your Cozumel connection to U/W ecstasy located 
at R. Melgar & Calle 5 sur. A full sve fac to meet 
all your diving needs!PADI/NAUI/PDIC/CMAS 


DEL MAR AQUATICS 
011-529-872-1944/800-877-4383/214-329-2040 
fax Next to Casa del Mar Hotel * Full sve fac, 
fishing, snorkeling, diving trips, inst available 


DIVE PARADISE 

011-52-987-21007 011-52-987-21061 fax 
601 Melgar, PO Box 222, 

Cozumel, Q.Roo, Mexico 77600 

PADI 5%, NITROX, MOST VARIETY 


DIVE WITH MARTIN 

01 1-52-987-22610 

P.O. Box 134, Cozumel, Dive pkgs, NITROX 
dives, handicapped spec, 7th diver FREE 


DIVENTURE (525) 596-0595 

E-mail: mlazcano@ mail.internet.com.mx 
Bosque de Ciruelos #190-601B C.P. 11700 
Mexico, D.F. Sea of Cortez/Cozumel experts, 
Pkgs, Whales, PADI, TDI,Sales, Photo & Video 


NITROX SOLUTIONS 01 1-52-987-25666ph/fax 
Ave 65 Sur & Morelos, Cozumel - Nitrox 
Specialists, IANTD Trng. Fax & Nitrox Fill 
Station. The Best Nitrox Certs & Dive Pkgs. 


SEA SCUBA 

011-52-987-25744/01 1-52-987-23778 (fax) 
POB 462, Av Juarez between 10th & 15th 
Customized diving, cater to all levels 


WILDCAT DIVERS COZUMEL 

01 1-52-987-2-10-28 PADI/SSI/YMCA/NASDS 
5th Ave. N. Between 2nd & 4th, Cozumel, Q.Roo 
Mexico 77600 Safe, fun, flexible svc, all level dvs 
& instr Join us in another world, you’ll love it! 


NEVIS 


SCUBA SAFARIS, LTD. 

Oualie Beach, Nevis, West Indies 

NAUI & PADI from open water through to dive 
master (869) 469-9515 


PANAMA 


SCUBAPANAMA 

(507) 61-3841 Full service dive center 
Box 666, Balboa, Republic of Panama, C.A. 
YMCA, NAUI, PADI, SSI, CMAS, IDEA 


PUERTO RICO 


BOQUERON DIVE SHOP 
(809) 851-2155/(809) 254-1048 fax 
P.O. Box 910, Boqueron, Puerto Rico 00622 


MARINE SPORTS & DIVE SHOP 

(809) 844-6175 

PO Box 7711 Reparto Universitario #23, Ponce 
PR. 00732 IDEA-PADI full service, boat dives 


MUNDO SUBMARINO, INC. 

(809) 791-5764 phone & fax / Laguna Gardens 
Shopping Center, Isla Verde, Carolina, P.R. 
00979 PADI 5~* full service facility 


OCEAN SPORTS 

(809) 268-2329 

77 Isla Verde Ave., Isla Verde, PR. 00913 
Full svc, store, dive & snorkel trips every day, 
PDIC, NAUI, YMCA, CMAS 


PARGUERA DIVERS 
(809) 899-4015 
Box 514, Lajas, Puerto Rico 00667 


SCUBA WORLD (809) 753-3897 

El Senorial Mail Station, Suite 864 San Juan, 
P.R. 00926/PADI 5* IDC Nitrox Fac, Run Trips 
& referrals everyday, in Spanish & English! 


RUSSIA 


FETCO 

(4232) 254977, US (206) 285-3600 

4 Batareinaya Str. Vladivostok 690000 Russia 
Sales, live-aboard, lessons, rental, air, repair, PADI 


SABA 


CAPTAIN’S QUARTERS HOTEL 
Victorian charm-sweeping ocean/mtn views 
Dive Saba Travel: (800) 883-SABA 
Caradonna Tours: (800) 328-2288 

Specials & info http://saba-online.com 
Email direct to: Rich_Holm@msn.com 


SABA DEEP DIVE CENTER 
011-599-463347 / 011-599-463397 fax 

PO Box 22, Fort Bay, Saba, Neth.Ant.,DWI 
Full service dive center, restaurant, boutique 
NAUI, PADI, ACUC, complete pkgs available 


SABA REEF DIVERS 
011-5994-62541/011-5994-62653 fax 
PADI Course Dir, ANDI Nitrox Trng Fac, 
Sea-Kayaks Email: sabareef@aol.com 


SEA SABA DIVE CENTER 
011-599-46-2246 / 011-599-46-2362 fax 

P.O. Box 530 Windwardside, Saba, NA 

Lg, comfortable, dive boats, lush tropical island 


ST. CROIX 


V.I. DIVERS, LTD vidivers@ aol.com 

(809) 773-6045/(800) 544-591 1/(809) 773-2859 
Pan Am Pavillion, #11, Christiansted, VI 00820 
PADI 5x, Longest operating dive shop on island 


ST. MAARTEN 


OCEAN EXPLORERS 
011-599-5-45252 / 011-599-5-44357 fax 
PADI, NAUI, 30 years experience 

small groups, full retail store 


TRADEWIND DIVE CENTER 
011-599-575176 / 011-599-523605 fax 

5 minutes from cruise ship, pier, short boat ride 
to dives, located behind Chester Fields 


ST. THOMAS 


ADMIRALTY DIVE CENTER 

Windward Passage Hotel, St. Thomas, V.I. 00802 
PADI, NAUI, 6pk small groups, great dives 

all phases of instruction. (809) 777-9802 ph/fax 


CHRIS SAWYER DIVING CENTER 
(809) 775-7320/(809) 775-9495 fax 

6300 Estate Frydenhoj, #29, Compass Point 
Marina, St. Thomas, USVI Open water cert., 
advanced classes, RHS Rhone Wreck Dive 


SEA TRADE Ltd/SEA HORSE II 
(809)774-2001/Email:diveUS VI@ aol.com 

505 Crown Bay Marina, St. Thomas, VI 00802 
PADI full service. Best boat diving. Wrecks. 


ST. THOMAS DIVING CLUB 

800 538-7348 

7147 Bolongo Bay, St. Thomas, VI 00802 
Instructor Training Center 


ST. VINCENT 


COCONUT BEACH INN (809) 457-4900ph/fax 
Bay and beach front B&B (day,wk,mnth), 
full dive services avail. 5% Hotel disc. w/ this 
ad. Email: dovetail@caribsurf.com On the 
web:http://www.caribbean.connexion.com 


STATIA 


DIVE STATIA 011-599-382434 

Box 58, St. Eustatius, Netherland Antilles 
Full Service PADI Dive Center 
http://www. iland.net/diverstatis 


TRINIDAD 
& TOBAGO 


AQUA MARINE DIVE, LTD. 

PO Box 402, Scarborough, Tobago, W.1. 

An International PADI Resort Training Facility 
(809) 639-4416 


MAN FRIDAY DIVING (809) 660-4676 ph/fax 
800-525-6896 US, PADI on Charlotteville Bch 
40+ dive sites - drifts, walls, incredible variety - 
We’re more than Mantas! Max. 6 on dive boats 


TOBAGO DIVE EXPERIENCE/ 

MANTA LODGE 

(809) 660-5268 (809) 660-5030 fax 

Speyside, Tobago, West Indies 

NAUI, PADI, full dive charters, sales & rentals 


TURKS & CAICOS 
ISLANDS 


CAICOS ADVENTURES (800) 513-5822 or 
ph/fax (809) 941-3346 divucrzy @caribsurf.com 
Specialty - West Caicos wall dives Cater to 
samll groups - Design Your Own Dive Trip!! 


TURTLE INN DIVERS 

(800) 359-3483 / (815) 623-6574 fax 

Enjoy the beautiful waters of Providenciales. 
Come dive or snorkel on our 45’ custom built 
catamaran equiped w/4 fresh water showers & 
marine head on board 


U.S.V.I. 


LOW KEY WATERSPORTS 

(809) 693-8999 / (800) 835-7718 

P.O. Box 716, St. John, U.S.V.I. 00831 

PADI 5% IDC trng fac, beginner-expert diving 
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PLEASE DON’T FEED THE BEARS 


Hangers of the Shark-Feeding Frenzy 


TEXT BY FRANKLIN J. VIOLA 


he instituting of regulations in any 
sport typically follows some type of 
disastrous incident. After too many 
unprotected craniums collided with 
cement roadways, laws were established 
requiring motorcyclist to wear helmets. 
In most situations, it seems that common 
sense would prevail long before legisla- 
tion has to be passed. So why would we 
persist on popularizing feeding frenzies 
by teaching marine predators that divers 
mean food? Rote repetition of feeding 
wild animals only creates unnatural habit- 
ual behaviors and associations which can 
lead to life-threatening consequences. 
This detrimental fate affects wild ani- 
mals as well as people. In the early 80s, 
divers who visited Grand Cayman found 
great excitement in hand feeding an infa- 
mous four-foot barracuda which patrolled 
Waldo’s Reef. But over time, this magnif- 
icent creature, nicknamed 
Snaggletooth, became 
overly aggressive to the 
point that divers felt it was 
dangerous to enter the 
water. Since closing the 
reef would not quarantine 
the perpetrator, the only 
solution was to destroy 
him. Unfortunately, those 
who contributed to Snaggletooth’s 
untimely demise did not learn from their 
innocent, yet ill-fated, behavior. Instead, 
they moved on to teach this deadly trick 
to other unsuspecting wild creatures. 
Underwater photographers who use 
wire-framing devices argue that portraits 
of fish are impossible to capture without 
enticing them with food. My stock 
response is, “Get a life; get a housing.” 
Sure it’s amazing how a can of Cheese 
Whiz will bring an angelfish in nice and 
close, practically modeling for your lens. 
It’s also easy to photograph bears in a zoo 
and call it an adventure. Wildlife admirers 
in my native state of Texas increase their 
odds by setting out time-released grain 
feeders. But instead of Nikons, they use 
Winchesters and Remingtons to shoot 
animals at the trough. Personally, I do not 
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The notion that shark 
feeding |s only done 
by properly trained 
divers i$ absurd. 


believe either of these 
methods is just or in any © 
way sporting. Photographs — 
of predators such as — 
sharks behaving natural- © 
ly are much more apt to 7 
promote public outrage © 
toward the senseless slaugh- 

ter of this species than images ™ 
of sharks tearing away at a _ 
bloody cage. 

Unfortunately, the dilemma of feeding 
marine life comes down to money. A 
prime example is Stingray City. Divers of 
all levels pack into this tiny bay to inter- 
act with the “wild” rays. While this 
means big bucks for the dive operators, 
what does it mean for the stingrays? 
These wild animals are learning depen- 
dency on humans for food, a behavior 
change that is definitely not normal. 
While there have been few 
divers injured by a tail 
barb, the frequency of 
bruising skin hickeys from 
mouthing rays and flesh 
wounds by biting yellowtail 
snappers has risen dramati- 
cally among dive masters as 
well as new divers. 

The notion that fish 
feeding (sharks in particular) is only done 
by properly trained divers is absurd. 
Where would they have gotten such train- 
ing, from Sea World U? These divers are 
adventurers, some with lots of experience 
in the water and some with fledgling 
open-water cards. Neither is an expert on 
marine-life behavior, particularly preda- 
tors, because even the textbooks don’t 
agree. Now, even certification agencies 
are cashing in on marine life feeding by 


sanctioning Shark Diving specialty 
badges. What’s next —_ alligator 
wrestling? 


Unlike our terrestrial world, the ocean 
offers an incredible opportunity for 
encountering wildlife up close in their 
environment. There is no way scuba 
would enjoy its popularity as a sport if 
divers were limited as bird watchers to 









observing fish 
through =10X 
binoculars. 
Every diver has 
told, heard or 
participated in 
stories about 
F hand feeding a 
moray eel. But were 
we qualified, acting 
| macho or just being adven- 
turous? What’s to stop an adventurous 
student from trying to feed the local reef 
shark or an enterprising dive master from 
setting up his own shark dive? 

Those who are truly concerned about 
the plight of our oceans and their inhabi- 
tants should support the education and 
increased awareness of the public to the 
natural state of these creatures. We feel 
sorry for dolphins caught in nets, so we 
lobby to save them. A photo of a shark 
giving birth evokes our protective nature. 
Images of sharks aggressively circling a 
diver with mouths agape in anticipation 
of food cause reactions of fear and public 
cries to rid the oceans of these dangerous 
beasts. Remember the mass slaughter of 
sharks by sport fishermen after Jaws was 
released? 

So how can we as divers continue to 
enjoy these creatures while ensuring that 
our behavior does not lead to their elimi- 
nation? Do not feed the fish. Do not try to 
ride manta rays or turtles. Take pictures 
of fish in their environment and share 
them with your family and friends. Tell 
them how we, as divers, visit the undersea 
world to observe natural fish behavior 
such as cleaning stations. And explain 
that fish are like us: they sleep, eat, clean 
up, mate, raise their young and interact 
socially. All life, especially that which is 
wild, is worth caring about as their sur- 


vival may ultimately determine our own. IN 


Franklin Viola is a _ Contributing 
Editor to Scuba Times Magazine. 


The opinions expressed in this article 


are not necessarily those of Scuba Times. 
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ladin Pro Nitrox takes a load of 
complex calculations off your mind. | 
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on different mixtures throughout the day, 
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a brain designed to significantly increas y fl bot m time. ae “4 yf without the need to access a PC. 
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Naturally there are a number of technical details 
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required when breathing Oxygen enrichedair. = ({GoBia;, * . use a Pro Nitrox. These are taught at recognized dive 
if ten on 5, OR: . i 


<6G@-/ stores in the USA, Canada and Caribbean. 
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UWAILC 


Technology for Adventure 


s 


one 207-729-7000. Fax: 207-729-3805. 


Dive Planner * Allows input of planned surface 
decompression model ZH-L8 ADT » Required 
ascent rate 23 - 67ft * Visual fast ascent alarm 

time * No fly icon and time * Surface interval 
Cautions diver on high microbubble levels 
CNS Oxygen toxicity displays and alarms 








t's more than a 

hobby. For you, it’s 

an obsession. It really 

is like visiting anoth- 
er world...exploring the 
70% of our own planet that 
most people will never 
experience. 

But you are one of the 

lucky ones. You get to be 


Silacemutss(artancanates(aamavele 


each time there is that spe- 
cial longing at the end. 
Moving tranquilly through 
a liquid sky, you wish you 
could stay just a little while 
longer... 


Everyone knows that 
dive computers help you 
get more from your dive. 
But are you getting enough 
from your dive computer? 

You are if you’re diving 
with the new Commander 
Nitrox from Cochran 
Undersea Technology. 
Featuring a new 
TACLITE™ low-light dis- 
play, the Commander 
Nitrox is the only fiber 
optic backlit display dive 
computer. Now you can get 
the the critical dive data 
you need at night or in low 


light conditions without 
causing night blindness. Or 
scaring the fish. 

Plus, the Commander 
Nitrox gives you the ability 
Koel Auanrsbarvete hovmrantulantae 
air nitrox with automatic 
gas switching. And because 
the Commander Nitrox 
comes from Cochran 
Undersea Technology, you 
know it has to be state of 
the art. 

With more program- 
mable features and better 
Coyegtanotcara-ter-lese ete lacmaertel 
any other dive computer, 





the Commander Nitrox is a 
recognized. standard in dive 
computers today. 

What else would you 
expect from the world lead- 
ers in dive instrument sc1- 
ence? 
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UNDERSEA TECHNOLOGY 


A Division Of Cochran Consulting, Inc. 


Diving Into The 21st Century 
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